
DECEMBER 1981 

Pres ident 's Paragraphs 

Thanks to your loyalty a nd support SAH has come through a very 
difficult year in good health. Over 80% of yo u gracious ly accepted 
the necessity of a dues increase a nd renewed you r membership a nd 
many of you encouraged others to join us duri ng the year . 

You endured a temporary moratorium on th e printing of the 
Automotive History Rev iew while we played catc h-up with our 
bankbook balance. And you tolera ted an unpredictable ewsletter 
schedu le, for which I must share a good part of the blame. 

All these co nditi ons have been co rrected. We are once aga in 
fin a ncia lly so und. One iss ue of th e Rev iew has been published this 
yea r a nd a noth er one is currentl y in Wa lt Gosden's capable hands 
after ca refu l edi ting by Fred Roe. And this, as promised, is the sixth 
newsletter for 1981 . 

To all of you who offered assistance and encouragement to me 
during the past year; my grateful thanks. Your kindnesses will be 
long remembered. To the officers and directors with whom I had the 
pleasure to serve; thanks also to you for your sound decisions and 
sage ad vice. 

Dove Brownell 

Editorial 
\ 

The SAH i an active organization, an international organization, 
that should reflect the interests of all the mem bers . Th e vi tal link 
that keeps ou'r society together is i ts publications. We want to know 
what yo ur automotive history interests are; if you have found some 
information-share it with us , if you need some information-we 
have a research co lumn [note Michael Worthingto n-Williams 
comme nt s in the letter section] . T he onl y way we can further our 
pursuit in th e effor t to researc h and record thi s history is to let each 
ot her know what we have discovered or need to kno w . We must a lso 
let the res t of th e masses know th a t we are se riousl y interested in 
au tom oti ve hi s to ry, be it ea rl y or co ntemporary, th a t th e SAH is 
a li ve a nd well. I hop e eac h a nd everyon e of you will tak e a n ac tiv e 
par t in th e SAH in th e coming yea r , be it by se nding something in for 
th e publications, participation in Chapter act iv iti es, or eve n by 
letting oth ers know we ex ist a nd possibly ge tting them to joi n us. It 
of ten is mentioned in your letters to me, "wha t do you want us to 
send in?" The answer is, wha t you know best. If your interest is 
co nt emporary truck manufacturers, maybe an item on some of the 
more unknown makes now being made would be of interest; if sports 
cars or high performance machines are your interest, let us have an 
it em on that. I can't specifically ask yo u to write someth ing on a 
particular make of car/ truck/ vehic le/company/automot ive person­
a lit y/ building etc . as I don't know what you know about-you have 
to te ll me, a nd we ca n take it from there. Le t's hear from you in '82. 

Wait Gosdcn 

Presentation Copies of New Book Offered Members 

Or. Luigi Giova nnet ti ; Valeo SpA; Corso Vittorio Ema nu ele II , 3; 
10125 TOR I 0; Italy, has at the suggestio n of member Griffi th 
Borgeson sent a review copy of LA FRIZIO E EL TEMPO 
[Clutches through th e yea rs] a nd has offered a presentation copy to 
members who ap pl y to th e above address . This book has a n Engli sh 
translation. The book is bein g published by Valeo of Turin, It a ly's 
la rges t c lut ch manufacturer a nd dea ls with the tec hni ca l develop­
ment of c lutches. 

ISSUE NUMBER 75 

Encyclopedia Corrections Offered 

Ri cha rd M. Langworth , editor a nd chi ef au th or of the 'En cycloped ia 
of American Cars 1940-1970,' has comp il ed a list of addit ions a nd 
correc ti ons. The list is being in serted in a ll remaining copies of the 
first ed iti on. It is availab le to anyo ne who a lrea dy ow ns th e 384-
page work in exc ha nge for a s tamp ed, self-addressed env elope se nt 
to Dragonw yc k Publishing In c., Box 385, Contoocook, ew 
Hamps hire 03229. 

T he book co ntai ned a n appea l for correc tions, and most of the 
ma ter ia l compil ed was based on reader input , Lang wor th says : "We 
were very grateful. In any book with as much informa t ion as th is 
one conta in s , there a re b ound to be co rrec tions. Th e second edition 
will of cou rse be co nsiderably clea ner, th a nks to the poep le who 
wrote in ." 

The 'Encyclopedia of American Cars 1940-1970' lists th e weight, 
price and production [if known] of eve ry major make, model a nd 
body sty le in this period, plus 200 minor makes compi led by R. Perry 
Zavitz. With 45,000 copies already in print , it has become one of of 
the hobby's top se ll ers. The packagers, Cons um er G ui de in Chicago, 
hope to ach ieve 100,00,9.-copies in print withing the nex t few yea rs. 

Chapter News 

Wisconsin Chapter 

Iss ue o. 11 of th e Spark, the chapter publ ica tion arr ived in 
ovem ber. It reported the Sept. mee ting was call ed OFF, a nd th e 

mid winter meeting would be in Madison, WI. on Feb. 26 a nd 27 . T he 
Wisconsin Auto Hi story project is moving alo ng well a nd this issue 
at the Spark co ntinu ed to feature a column by Dale Treleven on Oral 
Hi story methods. 

Canadian Chapter 

The Canadian Chapter co ntinues to remain very active. The Fall 
issue of the Ca na d ian Automotive Historian fea tured excell ent 
ar ti c les on Canadian Military vehicles by Llo y d Brown, Canadian 
Cad illacs by R. Perry Zavitz, License pl ate s b y Wayne Plunkett , and 
Ponti ac Inform ati on by Wa lter · isula. It was noted th a t th e Spring 
mee ting will be April 17, 1982 in Stratford, Ontar io . 

T here were excellent "extras" with this issue, a listing of th e 1950 
Ca nad ian issued automotive sa les lite ra ture was included, th e 
Chapter Sales Literature project is und er the very ab le direction of 
Ha ns Mueller. Also inc lud ed was a detailed report of the 5t h annual 
meeting held Sept. 12, 1981. The Canad ia n Aut omot ive Mu se um in 
Oshwa has agreed to store, ide nti fy, e tc. the Chapter lit era ture that 
amounts to 44 boxes. The new Execu ti ve Committee consi s ts of 
War ren Has tings, C hairm a n; Roger Sil ves ter a nd Wa lter isul a, 
Direc tors . The sub co mmitt ee is to rema in th e same with one 
excep ti on - Lloyd Brow n would be Secretary-Treasurer rep lacing 
Peter Wea th erh ead. 

Pioneer Chapter 

joh n F. Peret ti of Wins ted, Co nn ., was re-elec ted Direc tor of th e 
Pioneer Chap ter a t its a nnu al elect ion meeting Saturday, ovemb er 
7th at the White Hart In n, Sa li sbury, Co nn . 

Ot her officers include a th aniel T . Dawes of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 
assista nt director; Ra nde Bellman of Bos ton , Mass., secreta ry a nd 
john Montville of Poug hk eepsie, re-elected treasurer. 

Other members attendi ng the meeting included Helen Dawes, 
PhillipS. Dumk a, Keit h Marvin a nd Freder ic W. Soule. 

Fred Soule presented a program of s lid es showing ca rs at the 
Museum of Transportation in Bos ton, ob jec t of th e chap ter's last 
mee t on May 31s t, a nd a t Dawes fo ll owed w ith a sl id e program 
s ur ro unding the Packard tour to iaga ra Falls, Ontario. 



... .. 

2 

FYI b y CB 

A regular, new fea ture , FOR YOUR INFORMATION; random notes 
for yo ur enlightenment a nd enjoyment, prepared by Secretary 
Charlie Betts. 

Due to business commitments, Wa lt Haessner has been forced to 
terminat e his invol ve ment with the pub lica tion of the SAH 
NEWSLETTER. Walt Gosden, Editor, is now supervis ing this 
fun ctio n by a firm convenient to him on Lo ng Island, while Letters 
Unlimited. , Fairfield, Connecticut, will once aga in handle the 
mailing chores. 

Our New York member, john F. Dugd ale, is the Chairman a nd 
Editor-in-Chief of th e new, improved MG Magazine. This is th e 
official publica tion for MG ent husiasts , published b y john W. 
Ba rnes, Jr. , in Scarsdale, New York. Issue Number 6, Spring 1981, 
co nta ins a lot of co lor and is very attractively put toge th er in a 32-
page format. Several yea rs ago, John Dugdale a uthored a nd 
published a very no s ta lgica ll y fl avo red book entitled , G reat Motor 
Sport of the Thirties, which is now in limited supply . 

Haro ld H. Emmons, Jr. , who is remembered as the honored 
recipient of the 1979 Cugnot "magazine" Award , is now the process 
of preparing an a rticle on Amil car for a forth coming issue of Torque, 
publi shed by the Michigan Region of the Class ic Car Club of 
America. 

More than half of th e a uthors, who contributed chapters to 
Automobile Qu ar terl y's new Comp lete Handbook of A utomob il e 
Hobb ies, a re (or were) members of th e SAH. 

SAH mem ber, Jan Norbye (in co ll a boration with jim Dunne) ha s 
a uthored two new books for Motorbooks Intern a tion a l's "Ma rqu es 
of Am erica" series. They a re: Pontiac: The Postwar Years, and 
Oldsmobile: The Postwar Years. 

SAH member , G riffith Borgeso n, has authored a new book , 
BUGATT/ BY BORGESO - a work th a t debunks man y of the 
myt hs s urrounding th is illustrious marqu e. 

SAH ~er. Menno Duerksen, a uthored a se ri es of art icles 
covering the ~i story of Willys Overland for Ca rs & Ports - hi s 
Stanley Steaml(r history is now being published in ins ta llments in 
th e same mangazine. 

Ca liforni a member, P a ul Wo udenberg, w ho is a Met hodi s t 
mini s ter with a Doc tor of Philosoph y degree, has au thored 
Motorbooks Intern ationa l's "Ma rqu es of America" series book , 
Lincoln & Co ntin ental: The Postwar Yea rs. 
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O ne of our newer members has resigned with th e acc usa tion that , 
in his op ini on , our "$20.00 fee is of more import a nce th a n the ca liber 
of some of th e peo ple being accepted" into the Society! 

A mid-winter meet ing of th e Boa rd of Direc tors of the SAH is 
being p lanned for Frida y, February 5, 1982, to be held in the Skyline 
Room a t the Free Library of Phi ladelphia, Loga n Square, 
Ph iladelphia. Comp lete informa tion will be ma il ed to a ll Board 
members the first week of ja nua ry 1982. 

Dues renewa l not ices for 1982 w ere included as a n insert in the 
Summer 1981 (Issu e #13) of Automotive History Rev iew ma il ed 
ea rly in October. If you did not receive yo ur noti ce or mi s pl aced it, 
kindly remit $20.00 in U.S . funds along with th e na me/ add ress to 
the Secre tary as soon as convenient. Of co urs e a ll Honorary a nd 
Life time members are exempt. 

AI Bachrach a nd I had lunch with Nick Georgano a nd hi s wife , 
jenny, in early September duri ng their recent v is it to the 
Ph ila delphi a area . We were qui te surprised to learn that ick was 
res igning as Head Librar ia n a t the National Motor Museum , 
Bea uli eu, England, as of February 1, 1982 . He is see king a position in 
th e U.S . a nd hopes to settle in New England. 

An ar ticle on th e little-known Colby automobile has been published 
by the July/ Aug ust , 1981 issue of THE PALIMPSEST, publication of 
the Iow a State Historical Department. 

Th e titl e of this ca psule history is "The Colby Motor Company" 
a nd it was written by Pa ul s Colby Bar rett , grand daughter of the 
builder. 

Th e story traces the destini es of th e Colby from its inception in 
la te 1910 to the las t cars of 1914 and is embelli shed by 22 factory 
photograp hs. 

Apparently , only one of this Mason City, Iowa car survives today. 

If any of our members are interes ted in the hi sto ry of Volvo cars 
which began in 1927, they s hould ob tai n a copy of a nice ly done 
twenty-four page brochure coveri ng the hi s tory of Volvo ca rs from 
1927 to 1981. The illustra ti ons are excep ti ona lly well done 
beg inning with th e first Volvo co ming off th e produc ti on line in 
1927. Copies may be ob tai ned from the Consumer Affairs Depart ­
ment, Volvo of Am eri ca n Corp oratio n , Rock1e igh , .). 0764 7. 

SAH-Statement of Incom e and Expense 
for the nine month period ended 9/ 3// 81 

(Unaudited) 
Genera l Fund 

Income 
Dues 
Sa le of publications 
Sale of ba nqu et tickets 

(An nual mee ting ) 
Interes t 
Contributions 
Other 

Total 

Expense 
Printing 
Pos tage 
Mailing Service 
Telephone 
Office Suppli es 
Xerox 
Annual mee ting expense 

(in advance) 
Corporate expens e 
Other 

Total 

Net Incom e 

Aw ard Endowment Fund 
Income: Int eres t 
Expense: one 
Net Income 

Publica tions Endowme nt Fund 
In come: Interes t 
Expense: one 

e t Inco me 

$8,090.00 
34.00 

851.00 
125.41 
274.00 

12.35 

$9,386.76 

$2,525.69 
639.66 
171.85 

72.40 
24.23 
45.44 

744.00 
40.00 

145.30 

$4,408.57 

$ 64.61 
-0-

$1,301.41 
-0 -

$4,978.19 

$ 6'1.6 1 

$1,301.41 



james ]. Bradley Memorial Fund 
Incom e: Contr ibutions 

Interes t 

Net Income 

Ass ets 
Ge neral Fund 

Checking accounts­
Ma ryland National Bank 

Savings account-
Maryland National Bank 

Awards Endowment Fund 
Pri ce Prime Reserve Fund 

Publi ca tions Endowment Fund 
Price Prime Reserve Fund 

ja mes ]. Bradley Memorial Fund 
Price Prime Reserve Fund 

Tota l Assets 

Li abilities 
Curren t Liabilities: 

Publications ex pens e 
Other 

Contingent Lia bilities: 
Banquet expens e 

Net Worth -Fund Equities 
Ge neral Fund 
Aw a rds Endowment Fund 
Publica tions Endowment Fund 
Bradley Memorial Fund 

T ota l Liabilities a nd Net Worth 

\ 
Letters . ., 

$2,500 .00 
134.31 

$2,2 19.34 

$2,631.31 

3,625.41 $ 5,844.75 

591.26 

12,512.46 

2,634.31 

$21 ,582.78 

$ 1,170.22 
___ 5_3_.7_0 $ 1,223.92 

$ 4,220.83 
591.26 

12,512.46 

400.00 

2,634 .31 $19,958.86 

$21,582.78 

From: Ne lson Bolon {#474}, 2120 N.E. 42nd St. , Lig hth o use Point, 
Fla. 33064. Can someone tell me if w ha t I have is import ant ? I ha ve 
th e used car in vo ices from a DeSo to-Pl ymouth dea ler in 1938 a nd 
1939. There were over 850 transactions (each on a separa te invoic e) 
during th e two years involved. Si x ty cars sold for under $25.00, over 
225 cars so ld for less than $100.00; a nd over half the cars so ld by this 
dea ler in 1938 a nd 1939 sold fo r less than $300.00 eac h. 

Many roadsters a nd rumble sea t co upes were trades a nd sold ; an 
Auburn was traded in on a 32 Chrys ler co nvertible sedan; a 28 
Chrysler coach was sold at retail for $5.00 [five do ll a rs) plus sales 
ta x, etc. Another fell ow traded hi s 28 Whippet in on a 31 Will ys­
Knig ht [Holy Tol edo)! 

Over 50 of the used cars sold were Model "A" Fords. T he average 
Mod el "A" selling pri ce w as $52 .00; three so ld for $10.00 eac h w hil e 
th e highes t pri ced Model "A" so ld for $135.00. 

l have had thi s book of invoices for a long time but I a m ala loss to 
know how th ey ca n be of historica l va lue. I will a pprec iate a ll 
suggestions. 

From: Mi chael Worthingto n- Wi lliams, Glas pant Manor , Cape l /fa n, 
Newcastle Emlyn, Dyfed . SA38 9 LS. My inqu iry a bout the Lig ht 
Aviation a nd Heavy Avia tion tru cks in the SAH News letter brought 
forth an overw helming response, a nd resu lted in repli es fro m Bart 
Vanderveen in Holl and, Frank Rob inson in Washington , Fred Roe in 
Hollis ton, Massac hussetls , Roll and jer ry in Canada, jim Bibb in 
Mi chiga n, Ted Ta y lor in T hetford , or fo lk , and Ri cha rd Pes kett in 
Hindh ead , S urrey, in additi on to th e in forma ti on which you 
[W.E.G.) kindl y provided. 

I enclosed a photocopy of th e artic le w hi ch I s ubseq uentl y wrote 
in O ld Motor Magazine in whic h due ack nowledgement is made to 
yo u all . 

Simi la rl y, my inquiry co nce rning Longframe commercia l ve hicles 
buill in Denm a rk has brought forth a very compl ete a nd interes ting 
fil e from Bent Mac kenpra ng of the Da nsk Ve lera nbil Klub in 
Denm a rk , w hi ch in clu des a n iss ue o f th e Club Qu a rterl y, w hi ch is 
a lmost entirely devo ted to a history of th e Longfra me s uspe ns ion 
sys tem which was appl ied to ve ry many different ma kes of vehicl e. 
It seems th a t if you wa nt to find out somet hing, the bes t thing to do is 
to write to th e SAH. 

Letters 

From: George Risley (#450} , 4863 Second Ave. , Detroit , Mich. 48201. 
I enclose a co upl e of references abo ut the 1914 Ray field rac ing car 
pictured in th e ov. 1981 EWSLETTER. These may answer some 
of Mr. Gebby's quest ions a bout the machine a s stated in h is le tter in 
the same issue. (Ed. No te: see mat er ial immediat ely below Mr. 
Risley 's le tt er). 

Mr. Ge bb y's ment io ns Peru , India na as one of th e cities from 
w hi ch Ray fi eld ca r iss ued so the following might be of int erest. A 
news item in the Oct. 16, 1915 AUTOMOBILE TOPICS reveals th a t 
the G rea t Western Automobile Company of Peru , India na was to 
have constructed 1,000 ca rs for the Rayfield Motor Co mpa ny, 
Chri smann, Illin ois . T he co ntrac t was not carried out according to 
Grea t Western beca use Rayfield fail ed to provide models or pl a ns 
from which th e Peru firm co uld work , Rayfield brought suit aga inst 
Grea t Western but the ac tion was suspended whe.n Rayf ield we nt 
into ba nkruptcy in th e fa ll of 1915. It would seem, therefore, that no 
Rayfield ca rs were ac tu all y mad e in Peru, Indi ana. 

The M ys tery Ca r sec tion in the NEWSLETTER in a lways a re a l 
challenge. Number 2 in the November is s ue a ppears to be a Dupont. I 
have a small illu s tra ti on of thi s ca r from a 1921 issue of MOTOR 
AGE (jan . 27, 1921) a nd the Detroit Public Library Auto History 
Co ll ec ti on has a sma ll fo lder hand-d a ted 1923. Can 't account for the 
absence of door handles of the SAH picture unless the bod y is a 
mock-up of some kind. A pi cture of a Brews ter ca r of this peri od 
s ho ws a very simila r bod y style. 

From: "Th e Automobile" Vol. XXX No. 22; Thursday, Ma y 2, 1914, 
Page 1099 
T ues . May 26th ; Indi<rli a polis, Indi ana - Special Telegram- Tod ay 
the Rayfield six to have been driven b y Hughes withdrew, du e to 
breaking a cross bridge in the crankcase for s upporting th e middl e 
bearing. 

Ra yfield Extreme St rea m Lines- Th e ca r in which the streamlin e 
is carried out to th e greates t ex tent is Hughi e Hughes's new 
Ray fi eld . This is the design of William Rayfie ld a nd Hughes and will 
ma ke its first appearance a t In dia na polis. Th e motor was built by 
th e Rayfie ld Motor Co., a nd is of six cy linders 5.135 by 5.5 . Th e 
valves are pl aced so close to the bore of the cy linders th a t though the 
cylinders a re L-head type th e ty pe is prac tica ll y th e sa me as th e 
ove rhead system, a s there a re practicall y no pockets a nd th e 
ex plosion is conce ntrated a bo ve the pistons. Hughes has aimed to 
keep the whole ca r very light and has kept the weig ht down to 1,950. 

In carrying out the s treamline effect, in order to do away wi th th e 
usual ba nking of the ai r agai nst the dash board whe n it comes 
through the ra di a tor in front, two radiators have bee n pl aced on the 
s id e of the ca r just in fron t of the d as h a nd exte nding out from it 
a llow ing the same amo unt of coo ling s urface on eac h s id e of the ca r 
as there ordinari ly is in a front radiator. This permits a ve ry na rrow 
body a nd a t the sa me tim e a ll ows th e hood of th e car to come to a 
poi nt , so th at the air goes through the coo ler a nd passes on without 
banking against a ny part of the car. Two mag netos a re used, bot h on 
the same longitud in a l shaft, one a longsid e the engi ne a nd the o th er, 
behind th e rear engine support. There are two sets of plugs, one set 
lea ning vertical over the ex ha us t s ide and th e other inclined a t abo ut 
45 degrees on the carbureter side. The carbureter is a tt ached 
direct ly to a water-jacketed ma nifold on the opposite s ide from the 
va lves so that the gas is well heated . Th e st reamline idea has been so 
well ca rri ed out th a t the ex hau s t gas w hich is led bac k to the rear 
through a p ipe which ends abo ut two feet to the left of th e ta il , is 
drawn tow ard the po int of the tail a nd when the car is mo ving there 
a ppears th at th e exhaust comes out of the la tter. In fact, a ll the dust 
in th e back of th e car instead of curling outward a nd upw ard as 
us ual, co nverges at a point some 50 yards in th e rea r of the ca r. One 
of the fea tures of the car is th at the dr ive a nd torque is ta ken through 
th e springs a lone. These are very fl at a nd end on a cross tube which 
extends clear across the car . Th e engine has ball beari ngs 
throughout a nd is hung on two tubes, one a t the front a nd one at th e 
rear. In th e oi ling system is a nea t oil ra di ator through wh ich oil is 
pumped during it s ci rcula tion to cool it. Th e workmanship on th e car 
is particu la rl y good , a grea t deal of it being ha nd work; for in s ta nce, 
the spring ha nge rs , pump mount ing, cylind er plugs a nd so on a re 
ha nd cut out of so lid bloc ks of s tee l. 

3 



4 

From: Keith Morvin, {#7), P.O. Box 839, Troy, .Y. 12181. Re: that 
mystery car - the big sedan. 

It is obvio usl y a DuPon t of th e early 1920s and I wou ld ju dge from 
th e loo k of it a nd from the fact th a t the radiator badge is missing that 
thi s was a fac tory photo taken when the car was in primer or in th e 
midst of hav ing its severa l coa ts of paint applied. 

As for coachwork, there seems to me to be a strong Fleet wood 
touch about that particular body, in spite of th e "Brewster" 
windsh ield. This type of body seems to have been a favor it e w ith th e 
make as it shows up in cont emporary material q ui te a bit. 

From: Wm. j . Lewis, (#59}, 600 Kiomo St reet, Anaheim , California 
92802 . Subject: The Mystery cars pictured in the ov. 1981 SA H 

ews letter, issue #74. 
Mystery Photo #2 is the prototype Du Pont sedan with body by 

Brewster. This car was s hown at the ew York Auto show for th e 
1921 model year alo ng with a, far from handsome, co ncept of a so­
call ed speedster. The w ind s hi eld shape, with s ide g lasses a nd th e 
double beltline on the body s ide were repeated many times by 
Brewster on a ll sorts of different chassis . Simplex, Locomobile, 
Pierce-Arrow, Lincoln to nam e a few. 

I suspect the photo to be of Dupont factory origin rather than from 
Brewster files , for this reason; Dupont was just begin ning a nd.show 
tim e was a ll to near with budget for the project not to healthy. I 
s uspec t the Brewster firm , not to be rushed, ha nd ed over th e 
unfinished car at Dupont request. Dupont compl eted the int erior, 
and if memory serves, changed th e w hite primer to light gray and 
just made the show se t-up deadline. 

I co uld be more specific if I took the time to research the finite 
detai ls but th en I wouldn't get my vote in . Suffice to say that most of 
the 1921 motoring journals carried pictures of thi s car at the a uto 
s hows, ew York, Boston, Chi cago a nd Phil ade lphi a etc. Actually, I 
believe th at th e car was ca ll ed an in side-d ri ve lim ousine s ince the 
"division" paneling-frame can be see n through the window of th e 
cars rig ht front door. 

Mystery Photo #1; I believe that this one is a 1909 or 1910 Buick 
Ge ntlemen's roadster Model 16. Since the car looks brand new, in 
the photo, it is probably a 1910 model. 

Book An~uncements 

Studeboker:'"'The Complete Story, Tab book o. 2064; by Wm. A 
Ca nnon a nd »'red K. Fox , Price $39 .95. Hardbou nd, 81h x 11, 352 
pages, 354 illu s . plus 16 page color section. Tab Books In c.; Blue 
Ridge Summit, Pa. 17214. 

Dreamboats & Miles tones: Cars of th e '50's, by Chri s Ha ll a. 232 
pages , 137 illu s. $11 .95 paper; $18 .95 hardbound . Tab Books In c.; 
Blue Ridge Summit, Pa. 17214. 

Best Of Old Cars Weekly Vol. 3., 550 pages; softbou nd $9 .95. Best of 
Old Cars, AKE, 700 E. State St., lola, Wi. 54990. 

Book Reviews 

SAAB The Innovator, by Mark Chatterton, 160 pp, Illus., David & 
Charles, . Pomfret, Vt. $22 .50. 

This book is a co mplete acco unt ofSaab and its development from 
it s ina uspi cious beginning in 1946 to 1979 and the Model900. This is 
a s tory of remarkable success for a la te beginner w ho has become 
known worldwide. Of particular importa nce to the early accep ta nce 
of Saab was its successes in Europea n rallying, a motorsport not 
much in evidence in this country . So successful was Saab that it 
named its Model 93F "Monte Carlo" in honor of wins in tha t Rally. 
(Oddly this bit of information is not mentioned in th e book.] They 
whys a nd wherefores of the numerous mechani ca l and physical 
cha nges in th e Saab mode ls over th e years are dea lt with in some 
detail. Some of Saab's designs a re most peculiar, but there seems to 
be exp la natio ns for a ll the ir unconventionaliti es. 

While there are sixty-three black and wh it e illustrati ons on 
coa ted paper, th e illustrating of mechanical features are a mere ten, 
a nd for an understanding of the peculiarities of this ge nera ll y 
unusual car, I feel th at a larger portion of th e illustrations should 
have been devoted to th e mechanical parts. Both e ndpapers are an 
illustration in co lor, a phantom and cu t-away view of the 900 Turbo . 

The au th or is a mere 22 years old and a Saab enthusiast. His la ck 
of writing experience is evident at va rious points in the book. 

eve rtheless , the book as a w hole is a worthwhile effort to establish 
the background of Saab, one of the few surviving and thri vi ng 
mak es lau nched s in ce WWII. 

G.M. aul 

BUGATTI, Th e Dynamics of Mythology, by Griffith Borgson. 
Osprey, London 1981, ISB 0)85045-414-X, 7 1h x 10, Hardbound , 
224 ppg., 181 photographs , 35 drawings. In dex 9.95 Pounds. 

Some personalities hold co ntinuing fascination . Ettore Bugatti 
co ntributed no widely adop ted id eas to the design or ma nufacture of 
automobi les, he made a small num ber of expensive cars of highly 
original design, great style, and eager performance w hi ch mostly 
enchanted their owner. 

In his book Borgeson painstakingly and co ns iderately skims myth 
from fact. Many lo ng-s ta nding lege nds wither under the gaze of his 
diligent inquiry. Int ensi ve research a nd use of primary so urces 
including years of cont ac t with Buga tti 's younger son, Rol a nd , bring 
c lari ty, freshness, and acccuracy to the familiar out line of the 
Bugatti story . 

This is a n effort to se t th e record straight and not a denigration. 
From it a different and more huma n picture of Bugatti emerges. 
Fortun e favors th e bold a nd Bugatti was not tim id. Borgeson 
outlin es a series of breaks: winning a cu p for design (one of severa l] 
in 1901 which led to a co ntract with DeD ie tri ch, a lump sum 
settlement of a later co ntrac t with Deut z, etc. Borgeson states the 
them e of his book at the bot tom of the table of contents with an apt 
quotation from Henry Ford , "Don't exagge rat e, the truth is big 
eno ugh." 

Bugatti has become a French n a ti ona l hero. The British were the 
first to be ca ptiva ted by him . He met non e of the requirements for a 
proper Eng li s h ge ntl eman a nd he no doubt intr igued them because 
he was so foreign and so different. 

As the aut h or po ints out, the financial history of Buga tti 's career 
is yet to be writt en. Other face ts merit further work as well , but a ll 
who have been touched in the slightest by the Bugatti magi c w ill 
relish this book. 

Ca rs and Coachbuild ing, by George Oliver. 256 pp., 332 illu stratio ns 
- 26 in co lor. Hardbound .,10 11/ 16" x 8" . ISB 0 85667 105 3. Sotheby 
Parke Bernet Publi cat ions , 81 Ad ams Dr. , Totowa, .)., $47.50 

This book is something of a surprise if onl y by its title for the 
implication of strict custom coachwork doesn't apply. What it is , 
actually, is the story of body building in the British Is les from the 
days of horse-drawn carriages to the present. And th is, is very much 
different from the s tateside picture. 

Cars were fewer and farther set ween in thel:J.K. than-the-glutteu 
American roads. Incomes were lower over there and cars were 
cons idered much more of an investment than we knew. Trade-ins 
were amost non-existent a nd as time, damage or style-changes 
reared their ugly heads, may British opted to have coachbui lders 
renew bodies on the older good, solid chass is which had served them 
so well. Hence, th ere was an indi vid ua lit y over there which we 
didn ' t know in the United States. Im ag ina tio n ran rife and the 
British motorist generally was able to avo id the powder-puff 
sameness emanating from Detroit and points west. 

But CA RS A D COACHBU ILDERS isn't limited to the cars 
preferred by the affluent, eccentric a nd / or fan ciful buyer over there, 
but rather to ALL a utomobi le ow ners , because no t onl y the Rolls­
Royce a nd apier ow ners had custom bodies fitted- so did those 
who preferred the Austin Seven, Riley or M.G. This was in­
dividualism at its peak . The British buyer understood and practiced 
this sort of thing. The average American didn't un derstand it, he 
couldn't. 

George Oliver traces the strictly custom bi t right down to the 
more prosaic a nd some tim es almost attractive body building 
techniques of the trade. This ca nnot co mpare with THE CUSTOM 
BODY ERA by the late Hugo Pfau nor the GOLDE AGE OF THE 
LUXURY CAR ed ited by George Hildebra nd. It is far more 
encompassi ng a nd g ives th e reader a pretty fair view of what was 
going on custom body-wide abroad when domestically such a field 
was lim it ed to such high-priced specialty houses as Locke , LeBaron 
and a few others over here. 

Keith Marvin 

CIS /TAL/A , by Nino Balestra a nd Cesare de Agostini. In It a lian and 
English, translation by Mary Trotter. Automobilia , viale Monte 
Santo 2, 20124 Milan , Italy. Hardover, 10 x 11.25 inches (25 .5 x 28.7 
em.), 198 pages, 330 black & w hit e photos. Availabl e in USA from 
Motorbooks In ternation al, in England from Albion Scot t , in France 
from EPA. 

AUTOMOBILIA, a young house, has done some very import ant 
and handsome work already, which is not surp rising in an 
e nt erprise which has c lose links with one of the world's major and 
finest publishers of art books. This lat es t large-formal vo lume is , 
lik e its predesessors, handsomely prese nted a nd abso lute ly 
authoritative. 



Cesare de Agostini is a well -know n motoring jounalist , w hil e 
Nino Bales tra is no t onl y editor of the hi s tori c-ca r magazine Lo 
Manovella, b ut a lso the found er and presi dent of the Cis it a li a 
In ternationa l Club , a nd thu s one of th e world 's lead in g experts on 
th e marqu e. The other ex perts have bee n interv iewed by him . 

Outside of It a ly the name of C isi ta li a (pron. cheese- ita li a ] is 
ge nera ll y assoc iated wit h th e immorta l T ype 202, whose co upe bod y 
by Pinin Far in a did so much to es ta blish the pos t-WW 2 It al ia n lin e. 
This book of co urse te ll s the whole story of th e marque, from its 
wart im e orig in s to it s fa ding aw ay in Argentina in 1962. It 's a ll here: 
th e role of Torinese tycoon Pi ero Dusio ; tha t of engin eer Dant a 
G iacosa , a nd th en of a brilliant, significant , a nd a ll -too littl e-know n 
tal ent , engin eer Giova nni Savo nu zzi. 

Th e a bundant illustra tions are excell ent, a nd they cover per­
sonalities, ra cing, coac hwork, and techni ca l d e ta il s, as well as a ll of 
the cars . Lik e th e tex t, th ey a re of real a nd ra re historica l 
import a nce. There is a very deta il ed co mpet iti on record of the 
marque, a nd a goo d se t of tabl es of tec hnica l d a ta, but no In dex . Th e 
Engli s h tra ns la ti on, basica ll y very goo d , suffers from frequ ent but 
insign ifica nt s lips of the pen. This is ve ry enri ching reading a nd th e 

book , a long wit h being a thing of bea ut y, fil ls a long-felt need . 

Griffith Borgeson 

HE RY FORD A D THE JEWS, Albert Lee. 200 pp ., 9 112" x 6 1/z". 
Hard cove rs . ISBN 0-8128-2 701-5. Stein & Day, Sca rborough House, 
Bria rcliff M a nor, N.Y . 10510. $12.95 

The a uth or of this book is a former Ford Motor Compa ny 
publications writer a nd i t was during hi s period wi th Ford th a t he 
became int e res ted in the subject a t ha nd. 

T he very titl e of this book immediatel y belies its co nt ent for the 
la te Mr. Ford 's a nti-Semitism is well known. This rat !Jer unpleasa nt 
a nd co ntroversia l aspect of the motor mag na te 's life has bee n 
covered in various biogra phi ca l s tudies of the man but, in chapter 
form, ca n sca rce ly do mu ch m ore th an sc ra tch th e surface in re la ting 
the whys a nd wherefores of hi s predjudi ces in the field. 

A lbert' t-.ee has ca refull y researc hed hi s subj ec t and has set down 
th e s tory i'n a fa c tu al and easy -to-read ma nnedn orderthat various 
as pects of '!'he emotions Ford had may be a na lyzed throughout the 
200 pages . !!'covers Ford's a nti-Semiti c newspape r , "Th e Dearborn 
In dependent" a nd his att itu des towa rd no t onl y the Jews, but th e 
Wa ll Stree t p anorama a nd the banki ng faternity, a ll of whic h he 
mistrusted. 

1 found th e book s ufficientl y int r iguing, a nd fou nd a wea lth of 
information wit hin its cove rs . My ow n concl usion af ter thi s is that 1 
don't fee l Ford was a nti-S emitic in the true sense but ra th er had 
built up a ha tred of many things of w hich he had a lways been 
s uspic ious a nd w hi ch, withi n his ow n mind , had beco me hopelessly 
entang led. Yet , on th e face of it , he was a s prejudiced aga in s t th e 
jews as, say, th e la te Fa th er Co ughlin or th e la te Ge ra ld L. K. Sm ith, 
both infamo us ra bbl e-rousers to the cause. Lee illustra tes th e 
incident of Ford's neighb or a nd fri end, Rabb i Leo Frankl in , to w hom 
it had been Ford's practice to give a new Ford car a nnu a ll y. On one 
occas ion, upon readi ng in "Th e Dearborn In dependent" a n es pec ia l­
ly a nti- jew is h a rticl e, Ra bb i Franklin re turn ed hi s new ca r to which 
Ford innoce ntl y asked, "Wha t's wrong, Dr. Franklin?" Has a ny thing 
co me be twee n us?" This illu s tra tes Ford 's na ive ty-controlling a 
news paper of th e " Ind ependent " ty pe a nd at the sa me time 
appara ntl y being un a bl e to realize the offensiveness of the writt en 
word a nd its imp act on th ose to who it aimed its attacks. 

Because of the importance of Henry Ford in th e automotive world 
a nd of thi s curious s id e light of his persona l life, 1 feel that Albert Lee 
has do ne a ut omoti ve hi storica l w riting a va lu ab le service a nd 1 
recommend th e book without reserva ti on. 

Keith Marvin 

Classifi ed Ads 

Coll ec ting literature on th e 1934 Plymouth, wa nt a ny items 1 do no t 
have. Edward R. Pete rso n, 16 Perk in s Av e., Hyde Park, Mass. 02136 

Wa nt a ny informa ti on as to where to ob ta in parts for a 1960 OA F 
w ith Var iomatic tra nsmission whic h utili zes the Reeves system of 
ru bber be lt s running bet w ee n two sets of variable diameter pull eys. 
Wm. T. Cameron , 74 95 Cl ea rwater Rd ., Minocqua, WI. 54548 

Wanted: Accessory ca tal ogs issu ed by !L MELIOR of ew York 
City, a lso want any issues of th e two following British magazi nes; 
Cooper 's Vehicle journ a l [from 1880 a nd la ter); Motor Body Building 
a nd Vehicle Construction [thi s publica tion s u cceeds Coo per's 
Vehicl e j ourna l]. Wa lt Gosde n, 197 May fair Av enu e, Fl o ra l Park , 

ew York 11001. 

Research Column 

Am look ing for a ny informat ion on th e Van Blerck Co mm erica l 
M oto r, made by th e Van Bl erck Motor Compa ny, Monroe , Mi chiga n, 
c irca mid to late teens. Especially int eres ted in it s us e in motor 
ve hic les; in particular, fir e apparatus. John M. Pec kh am, 675 
Pinewoods A ve. Rd., Tro y, Y 12180. 

Researching Belgia n ca rs built prior to World Wa r'!! pa rticularly 
Exce lsior, Minerva, Metallurgique, Im peria, FN , e tc. Need model 
discriptions a nd mo s t of a ll, produ ction fi gures . Would apprecia te 
a ny h elp for artic les 1 a m trying to write. Depending on th e ma teri a l! 
would like to borrow, or would be wi lling to purchase or pay th e cos t 
of ha v ing co pies mad e. Robert F. Arno ld , 6354 Gale Rd. , Atl as, Mi ch. 
48411. 

Want a n y informa ti on on the Rob ins on Gaso lene Automobil e built 
in Hyd e Park , Mass . Edw a rd R. Pe terso n, 16 Perkin s Ave., H yde 
Pa rk , Mass . 02136. 

Wa n t: Photo cop ies of a ny sales ma ter ia l issu ed by the Uni on Motor 
Truck Co. (1917-1926). When did th e final d emise of th e Uni on 
Motor Truck Co. occ ur? Al so desire to know exac t date of th e dea th 
of Howard P. Woodworth , V.P. a nd genera l ma nager of Un ion, 
beli eve to be circa 1923. See king inform a ti on on ATCO & Win ona h 
trucks made in Bay City, Mi chi ga n. Would lik e to know wh en 
produced, quantit y , <f'~d ex is tance of a ny Fac tory photog raphs. 
Ronald] . Putz, 201 Salzb urg Av e., Bay City, Michi ga n 48 706-5317. 

Trying to research th e NIL MELIOR a ut o-mari ne accessories corp. 
of ew York City. Wa nt a ny inform a ti on, copi es of th eir ca ta logs, 
etc. Would lik e to co nt ac t a ny former employees if possibl e. Wa lt 
Gosden , 197 Mayfa ir Avenue, Fl ora l Pa rk , ew York 11001. 

1 am restoring a 1908 Ca meron autom obi le. The body is co nst ru c ted 
of "w hit e wood over oa k frames" with step pla tes in brass reading 
"The Camero n" a nd other ni cely mad e i te rns of brass s uch as hinges, 
ca tches a nd so fort h . On e of th ese items is a littl e bras s ca rd holder 
mounted on th e riser und er th e dr iver's seat. It is 4-3 /8 in ches w ide 
a nd 2-7/ 8 inches hig h prov ided with a hinge on top a nd a n ingeneo us 
littl e secret ca tch a t the bottom. App a rent ly th e hold er co uld no t be 
open ed by a potential thief as it requ ired some pok in g a nd pu s hing 
with a round object lik e a pencil up through th e bottom of th e holder. 
My q ues tion is- "w ha t offi c ia l document was thi s d es igned to hold"? 
As near as 1 ca n te ll the or ig ina l ca r a nd body orig in a ll y ca me from 

ew Hamps hire, a lthough 1 pu rchased the chassis in Florida a nd th e 
body in Connecticut. Did the state licensing author ity iss ue a n 
id entifica tion of some kind w hi ch they required post ing on the 
vehicle in addition to the normal license plate? 1 am hop ing th at 
some of our readers ca n help solve thi s mystery. Willi am T. 
Ca mero n , 74 95 Clea rwater Ro ad, Minocq ua, Wi sco ns in 54548 

~ 4f 
./ ' • - ;1 . ' 

\.... 

Jo/t,lltTe ~ T 

5 



Mystery Photo #2 
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Last iss ue tllere was pictured a large white sedan, this was 
s ubmi tted by Hayden Shepley and is of a 1921 duPont model B. and 
features a body by Brewster. This issues mystery photos come from 
Rona ld] . Putz, who sends th e photo of the bus, and notes it was 
taken in 1929 but ha s no furth er information as to make, engine used 
etc .; the two o th er photos com e from the Simplex file of the Detroit 
Publi c Libra r y via Fred Roe. Fred says h e and George Risley raised 
th e qu esti o n, a re th ey rea ll y Si mplex a u tomob iles? Neither looks to 
ac tu a ll y be a S impl ex. Wha t are they? Let us know your answers. 

New Members 

M a rga rett a S a ndul a #857 
NAHC of DPL 
5201 Woodwa rd A ve. 
De troit , M I. 48 202 

].V. Drenze k #858 
Campbell Ew ald Co. 
30400 Va n Dyke 
Warren , MI. 48093 

jonath a n C rism a n #859 
Tra ns porta ti o n Book Co., In c. 
64 Eighth A ve . 
Broo kl yn , NY. 11217 

M a uri ce Pl a tt #860 
40 Long m ead 
Le tchw orth 
Eng la nd SG6 4H R 

Rob ert L. G rim #861 
10766 A s h by Ave. 
Los A ngeles, CA . 94006 

Sta nl eig h A yres 11862 
Burling ton Coun ty Co llege 
Pemb ert o n-Brown s M ill s Rd. 
Pembert o n , N]. 08069 

B.L. Whit e #863 
P.O . Box 32262 
Louis v ill e, KY . 40 232 

Byron D. Olsen #864 
1543 Grantham St. 
St. Paul, MN. 55108 

Suzanna Crisman #865 
Transportation Book Co., Inc . 
65 Eigh th Ave. 
Broo kl yn, NY. 11217 

Li nda Clark #866 
P.O. Box 64 
South Dartmouth, MA. 02748 

Patr ick O'Brien #867 
Box 52490 Saxonwold 
Johannesburg 2132 
Republic South Africa 

Bill Walter #868 
2836 Hundred Oaks Ave. 
Baton Rouge, LA. 70808 

john B. Barth #869 
Route 1 
Livingston, WI. 53554 

Kevin S . Tikker #870 
689 Twenty-sixth St. 
San Fra ncisco, CA. 94121 

P. R. Mann #871 
3 Hogarth Rd. 
LONDO 1 SW5 OQH 
England 

Robert D. Crassweller #872 
East Lane-Revonah Woods 
Stamford, CT. 06905 

Eugene G. Wanger #873 
1735 Abington Place 
Lansing, MI. 48910 

Stephen M. McCarthy #874 
RR6- 3 Valleyview Knoll 
Iowa City, IA. 52240 

john F. Bunnell #875 
3 Downing St. SE 
Rome, GA. 30161 

Wm. B. Chamberlain I II #876 
8106 Eagle Rd. 
Kirtland, OH. 44094 

David jacobs #877 
50 Altura Way 
Greenbrae, CA. 94904 

Thomas Deptulksi #878 
18745 Codding 
Detroit, M I. 48219 

Charles A. Blackman #879 
4409 Dobie Rd . 
Okemos, MI. 48864 

RE-INSTATED 

Mary Field #224 
Fortescue Rd. 
Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8AP 
England 

Walter 0. Macllvain #6 
17 Bonner Rd. 
Manchester, CT. 06040 

Wayne DeBlock #747 
8091 Coolidge 
Centerline, M I. 48015 

George Theofi les #685 
P.O. Box 1776 
New Freedom , P A. 17349 

Grah ame Ward #682 
P.O . Box 383 
Surders Pa rad ise 4217 
Austra li a 

Karl E. Ludv igsen # 92 
26 Ches ter Close o rth 
Rege nt 's Pa rk 
London NW2 4]E 
Eng la nd 

Nat ha ni e l T . Da w es # 178 
15 Buck ing ha m A ve. 
Poug hk eeps ie, N Y. 126 01 

Bernard W. Garrett #336 
15 T he Wa ld ro ns 
Ox ted, Surrey RH 8 9DY 
Eng la nd 

M ich ael M . S elf #5 08 
33 01 Shet la nd Rd . 
Beavercr eek. OH. 45385 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

L. Michael Larse n #205 
P.O. Box 1799 
Vancouver, WA . 98668 

David M. Hoffma n #813 
4 Center Drive 
Syosset, Y. 11791 

Rober t H . Ho w e ll # 8!5 
23 S il ve r S t. 
A iagell 's Meado w 
As hwe ll Ba ldoc k 
Hats SG7 5Q] 
Eng la nd 
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Factory Photograph: T hi s issues factory photograph is of a 1935 Georges !rat, 1,100cc sports, from the collection of the editor. 
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