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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Our members are a clai rvoyant lot. My introductory editorial 
for SAH Journal No. 118 had hardl y been dispatched for typesetting 
before I started getti ng comments and suggestions in the mail. I had 
asked you for your likes and dislikes , to tell me what you found useful 
and what you didn't: many of you have al ready responded, and I 
expect that more of you w ill do so in the coming months. At thi s 
juncture. though, I ' d like to share with you some of these ideas and 
comments, and offer you my own perspective. 

" M ore European cars,'' said a Briti sh member , "I like Amer­
ican cars. but not in preference to those from other parts of the world." 
Yes. our focus tends to be on products of the western hemisphere. 
for most of u> li ve in the nited States. but the member is right : it 
doe;, U!> no harm to have our hori zon!> broadened a bit. Spec iali sts on 
un -American automobil es take note. and favor us with the fruits of 
your labors. A nother member from the United Kingdom took another 
view. He >.ees SA H as essential for people with a se ri ous interes t in 
US cars . but not so use ful for others. I t 's we ll and good that we have 
that con;, tituency, but if we seek to increase member;,hip world -w ide 
we must offer material th at appeals to historians on all continents. 
An antipodean member laments our ca tegori za tion of member;, as 
"US ... "Canadian." and "foreign ... While allowing that the terminology 
probably derives from the varying amounts of postage which must be 
affixed to Soc iety mailings. he goes on to say " my understanding i!> 
that the SA H i> a world-wide body. and member;, are members regard­
leo,> of addres> ... Indeed they are. so while we once decided not to 
label out sc lves " Illlernational" with a capital I. let us not forget that 
we arc. as our member so aptly put it. "world -w ide ... 

Others had ideas on the peri od of history we should 
emphasit.e. "We should" wro te a New England member, "be a forum 
for origi nal materi al th at is not l ikel y to appea l to 'c lub publicati ons· ... 
a sentiment with which I heart i ly agree. but he went on to say '' there 
is so much worth y work to be ex posed regarding the cars. the industry. 
and soc ial consequences that resulted from the development of the 
au tomob ile age pre-WWII th at we ;,hould be more ori ented toward 
that period than to the events of the past forty years ... Perhap>. but I 
have j ust recalled Walter Gmden·, rejoinder (SA H News/euer o. 
75) to a disgruntled member complaining that our publications con­
tai ned nothing but material on obscure ca rs of the pre-1920 era. We 
must seck to cover the interes ts of all members at one time or another. 
but we must also rely on those same member!> to share wi th us their 
work on their own periods of interest. So it' s a two way street: give 
of your best in your own area of expertise. but be also a receptive 
(though not uncriti ca l) audience for the work of others which may 
stretch your horizons considerabl y. 

One member qu ite sincerely sent a li st of suggested title; 
for articles he would like to read. nfortunately . any of them is much 
ea>ie r suggested than written. and mere ;,uggestion doesn't get the 
job done. But each wa!> an intriguing title on a topi c begging to be 
examined. and I see a good part of my job a;, nurturing project> th at 
could re;,ult in interesting treatises in SAI-l Journal and Automotive 
History Review. Needles;, to >ay. that goodhcarted member ha;, 
rece ived hi s first assignment. 

Still others have held off on their own comment> until late r. 
and have instead contributed some fine manw,cript> that you wi ll ;,ee 
in later Journals and the nex t issue of Automotive History Review. 
These people I thank most energet icall y. for w ithout them my job 
would be all but impo!>sible. 
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Some of you have toiled over lahors of love. written and 
rewritten them only to have me ask for a revision emphasizing some 
very different avenue than one you had presented. I hate to 
ack nowledge what is obviously the fruit of some very hard work only 
lll ,ay "thanks. hut I j ust don't think it fits the interest span of our 
mcmhcr, ... hut I will inevitahl y do 'o from time to time . I hope that 
when I do you'll 'tick with me. and th at together we can publish the 
manu,cript that i' correct hut not timid. ex haustive but not tri vial. 
and even controversial bu t not inflammatory. 

We arc a diver'c group. hut over the course of ou r twenty 
:car' together we have forged a valuable network and have produced 
;,nmc mcmorahlc and 'ignificant works of hi ;, tory. Judging from the 
cnthu;,ia,m that fill, Ill) mailhox. I think that will continue for many 
:car' to come. 

NEWS 

SAH SILENT AUCTION 
Our si lent auction was an enormously successful fund raise r 

las t year. and many members acquired some very desirable material 
for their libraries in the proce,.. We're hoping our 1989 aucti on wi ll 
he equall y so. but for that we need your help . Please check your files 
and shelve' for duplicate automoti ve boob. literature. etc. - or items 
you no longer need. Your donati on w ill be tax deductible. and you 
w ill be helping the Society a lot. Pl ease se nd cont ributions to Beverl y 
Rae Kimes. <f< SMCW. 107 Avenue L. M atamora;,. PA 18336. We 
need to have the item;, by June 30th in order to ca talog them and 
prepare the hid ;,heet;,. 

LITERATURE FA IR 
The Southern Californi a Chapter will hold their seventh 

annual LiteralUre Fair and Exchange on Sunday. June 25. 1989. at 
Pa;,adena Ci ty College. Colorado Avenue at Hill Avenue. Pasadena. 

alifornia . Parking and admi;,;,ion w ill be free to buyers: ve ndor spaces 
arc availahlc h) advance rese rvation for 15 per 20 hy 20 foot space 
(no part;, or non-automotive item;,. plea;,e). Vendors should contact 
Bill Lewis. 600 Ki ama Street, Anaheim. CA 92802 . telephone 
7 14 - 776-8472. 

CAMERON HISTORY TO DEBUT IN JUNE 
SA H Direc tor Bill Cameron. who ha;, been work ing for 

many yea rs on compiling the definitive history of the itinerant Cameron 
motor car. repom that hi s book The Cameron Story should be ava ilable 
in June of thi ~ year . For in formation on ordering and price;,, contact 
ISVP. 1126 onh 6th Avenue. Tucson. AZ 85705-6604. 

AUTOMOTIVE LITERATURE INDEX 
M ember Angelo Wallace ha!> announced the publi cation of 

a new volume in hi;, literature index se ries. Thi s third vo lume cove rs 
the yea r;, 1982-86 for eighteen S au tomoti ve journals. Earlier 
volume;, covered 1947 -76 and 1977-8 1. For orderi ng in formati on and 
pr i ce~ on all three vo lume;,, contact Wallace Publi shing. 2307 hare­
land Ave nue. Toledo. OH 43611 . 
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SAH DIRECTORS 
TO MEET IN DETROIT, APRIL 

The Society offi cers and directors will depart from recent 
tradition thi s year, and accept the in vitati on of the Henry Leland 
Chapter to meet in the Motor Ci ty. The board meeting will take pl ace 
on Friday, April 14 , 1989 at our home of record , the ational Automo­
ti ve Hi story Collec tion at the Detroit Public Library. A full weekend 
of acti vity is planned by organi zers Tom Deptul ski and Helen Earley 
of the Leland Chapter , to inc lude a tour of the AHC , visits to the 
Detro it Hi storical Museum (home of the Scripps-Booth BiAutogo) 
and the Henry Ford Museum , and dinner with the host chapte r at Jack 
Miller's last Hudson dea lership in Ypsilanti . 

In recent years, the winter board meeting has been held in 
February in Philadelphia. The autumn board meeting in 1989 will , as 
in the past, be held in the Hershey, Pennsylvani a, area, prior to the 
annual Society meeting in October. A fu ll report on the April meeting 
will appear in the May-June issue of SAH Journal . 

MERCEDES-BENZ HISTORY WANTED 

The Mercedes-Benz Star. magazine of the Mercedes- Benz 
Club of America , is seeking prev iously unpubli shed , high quality 
artic les on Mercedes- Benz hi story . 

The Star. pub li shed since 1955. is an 88 page, four co lor 
bimonthl y magazine, eac h issue fea turing a particul ar Mercedes- Benz 
model. Historical artic les on personalitie in volved with the marque, 
un ique cars , and the li ke also appear on a regul ar basis. Such fea tu re 
artic les usuall y in volve 2,000 to 5,000 words plus historic and/or 
contemporary photographs as applicable. Payment is made fo r suitab le 
material. 

Si nce many of the famili ar stories have been to ld and retold , 
The Star is especially seeking unusual original work , including first­
hand ex periences , interviews, photographs, and other unique material. 
The goal is to leave something behind for future hi stori ans. 

The January- February issue of The Star contains an article 
by Beverl y Rae Kimes on Ralph dePalma , who piloted a Mercedes 
to the firm 's solitary Indi anapo lis victory. 

Hi stori ans with an idea or proposa l for an artic le are invited 
to write to Frank Barrett , Ed itor/Publi sher, 1235 Pierce St. , Lakewood, 
CO 80214 or telephone (303) 235-0 I 16. 
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A-C-D MUSEUM RECEIVES 
GRANT FROM CORD FOUNDATION 

The Aubum-Cord-Duesenberg Museum of Auburn, Ind iana, 
ha received a $55 ,000 grant fro m the Cord Foundation of Reno, 
Nevada. The grant will enable the museum to acquire bookshelves, 
counter pace, tables , chairs , typewri ters, copyi ng machines and stor­
age materials , thereby equipping it as a premier conservation and 
research facility. A large computer system is also slated for in tall ation, 
to assi t with access to materials on fi le. 

The A-C-D arch ives represent the larges t holding of 
materials covering the Auburn , Cord , and Duesenberg marques. The 
Cord Foundation, es tab lished from fu nds willed by Errett Lobban 
Cord, noti fied the museum of its grant award in December 1988. 

SAH STATIONERY & DECALS 

SAH stationery on heavy stock wi th our Society logo embossed 
and "The Society of Automoti ve Historians Inc." printed in blue at the top is 
now avai lable to members. The envelope carries the Society name in blue as 
well. Packet of 25 letterheads/envelopes is $5.00 plus $2.00 fo r shippi ng. 
Send check (U. S. funds) made out to the Society of Automoti ve Historians 
to Shelby C. Applegate, P.O. Box 50 1, Mt. Gretna , PA 17064. 

SA H decals are available in ei ther inside or outside mounting 
fo rmat - for car window, briefcase, car bumper or wherever. Three inches 
round, with the SAH Cugnot logo pri nted in black on a background of gold. 
Decals are $2.00 each, plus $.25 postage per order. (U K members inqui re 
about special Sterling rates.) Specify how many of each type (inside or outside 
mounting). Send check (U.S. funds) made out to the Society of Automoti ve 
Historians to Kit Foster, 11 02 Long Cove Road , Gales Ferry. CT 06335. 

COMPLETE YOUR FILES FROM OUR 
SUPPLY OF BACK ISSUES 

AUTOMOTIVE HISTORY REVIEW 

Any single issue except numbers 2, 9, 17, 18, 19 , 20, 
2 1: $3.50 eac h 

Set , nu mbers 1- 18 except number 2; 17 copies $55.00 
Photocopies onl y of numbers 2, 19, 20, 2 1 $5.50 each 
All pri ces include shipping in US. 
There are so few remaining ori ginals of 9, 17 and 18 that 

for the immediate future we are holding them to sell on ly with complete 
sets. 

SA H NEWSLETTER and JOURNAL 

Except as noted below, all ava il able iss ues are $ 1. 25 each 
for single copies includi ng postage. For quantities of ten or more 
$0.80 each plus $2.50 per order shipping. 

Special pri ce for ful l set except for numbers li sted below , 
thru #I 17. 86 issues , $60.00 incl uding shipping in US. 

OUT OF PR INT: umbers 3. 4 , 5, 6. 7, 23 , 33 , 34 , 39, 
43 , 62. 63 , 100 , 10 1. 116. 

VERY LIM ITED SUPPLIES: umbers I , 2, 8, 20 , 25 , 
27 , 28, 40, 47, 65, 68 , 70, 94 , 96 , 97 , 98, 99. 

Do not send money for any of these very limited issues but 
ask me for a li st of what is left fo r sa le at single copy price. 

Make checks payable to The Soc iety of Automoti ve Hi sto­
rians, Inc .. and mail to Fred Roe . 837 Winter Street. Holli ston MA 
0 1746-11 29. 
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EARLY CALIFORNIA VEHICLES 
by J .H . Valentine 

A couple of years ago, SAH member Jeff Minard kindly 
lent me a book issued by the California Motor Vehicle Department 
listing the first 200,000 vehicle registrations for the state as of 
November 191 7. Registrations reached the number 306,916 that year , 
some of which were reissues of the 232,440 numbers uned in 1916 . 
Some numbers were not reissued, due to non-renewals or other reasons, 
so I would estimate that total !9 17 reg i trations were about 272,000 . 
About 170,000 of those were li sted in the book . The list was sequenced 
by license number, presumably in the approxi mate sequence in which 
the plates were applied for, and contained the make, serial number, 
type of vehicle , and city of registration . 

Because of my interest in California-built vehicles, I 
searched the li st for all known makes from our state, no small job 

- due to the book ' s 2200 pages and small size (about six by nine inches). 
Known brands I found from the southern area included 50 

BEARDSLEY ELECTRIC autos and one truck . Three CALIFORNIA 
touring cars and one CA LIFOR lA TO URIST by the Auto Vehicle 
Company were there. Fi ve CULVER autos were shown, four roadsters 
and a racer. The prototype DA ISY cyc lecar of 19 14 was li sted , bearing 
fac tory seri al number I , probab ly the onl y car bui lt . 67 autos and fo ur 
trucks labe led DURO or DUROCAR were shown . Most au tos were 
the touring cars but 10 roadsters and one surrey were inc luded. Three 
ELECTRA light trucks were li sted. There was one GAGE cyc lecar, 
se ri al VI 0768 (probably an engine number). KENE trucks had 22 
entries; KIMB ALL trucks II . O ne L & B truck was shown, by 
LeMunyon & Bidelman , Inc., circa 19 16. A LOUG HEA D SPECIAL 
roadster by Ma lcolm Loughead of Santa Barbara appeared, by the 
man who perfec ted the Lockheed four-w heel brakes. One 
MACO MB ER touring car was li sted, bearing serial number D8 . 

The MISS ION brand showed one touring car and 13 trucks . 
The loca l MOOR E trucks had 163 entries. The MORELAND brand 
was quite popular with 673 trucks and four autos. Two touring cars 
and two broughams by the firm were some of the ir rare ly-buil t autos . 
One PA CIF IC truck appeared , presumably by the local Pacific Auto 
Truck Manu fac turing Co. The PERFEX brand had 23 au tos and 13 
trucks, wi th one touring car and 22 roadsters included . TOUR IST 
showed I 06 autos and 9 trucks , bui lt from 1902 th rough 19 10 . The 
bodies included 77 touring cars and 28 roadsters . One TOURIST­
COL UMB IA deli very truc k was shown, presumably a mis-named 
product o f the Cali fo rnia Automobi le Co., which produced the last 
TO URIST vehic les while also selling the products of the Midwest 
COLU MBI A firn1. 

orthern Californi a produc ts inc luded some pleasant 
surpri ses. O ne AMERI CAN and one ARTANA truck were listed , 
bearing serial numbers 11 73 and 396 respec ti vely. One BLUE AND 
GOLD roadster was show n, seri al 10028. One C HRISTM A roadster 
by Charles Chri stman would be a very early vehic le . 3 DeM artini 
trucks were li sted , and 6 DOANE lowbeds. Bodybuilder Leo Gillig's 
pro to type 19 13 de li very truck was li sted , serial number I . The name 
G ILLIG still ex ists in today's transit and school buses . A HEINE 
VELOX roadster , seri al A 14 1, would have predated the 1906 San 
Francisco earthquake. 56 HEWITT-LUDLOW trucks were li sted and 
85 KLEIB ER trucks. One HOLT truck was shown, serial number I 0 , 
built by the Stockton trac tor manufac turer for their own use . 

Fourteen LEWIS and LEW IS-KN IGHT trucks were shown . 
One PAC IFIC roads ter could have been any of several brands from 
the northern Pacific Coast. Two PACIFIC SPECIAL autos were 
inc luded , one a touring car w ith se ri al number I II , the other a roadster 
numbered 160. SUNSET autos had 37 entries , with 24 roadsters and 
13 touring cars. 

Quite a few unknow n-brand regi strations showed up , on 
which any information or comments would be appreciated . First is 
the ANGEL C ITY roadster o f Ernes t Clyde Low o f Los Angeles, 
serial number E 1396. The ART SM ITH racer of AI Maggini , San 
Francisco , was numbered 900K . The C HAMPION roadster , se rial 
number I , was owned by the Champion Auto Equipment Co ., Hearst 
Building, c ity not li sted. TheDA VILLE roadster, se rial number 43, 
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was owned by J .P. Pedersen of Oakland . The 8 EVERLY truck was 
operated by the Beverl y Garage of Beverly Hills , se rial C564. The 
D V SPECIAL of Percy S. Simms, Los Angeles, was serialed A Ill. 
The FITCH was owned by William H . H . Fitch of the Pico Heights 
Garage , Los Angeles . The GILROY touring car of Clara M . Ou ley 
of Gilroy bore serial number 70356. Helen M. Alling of San Francisco 
owned a HELE torpedo-bodied au to, serial number I . The H & S 
SPECIAL of W .J. Seaborn of Berkeley was serialed 74 1A. L. Krohn 
of Oakland had the KROH roadster , serial number I 07. The Krohn 
Kar shows up in the second edi tion of the Standard Catalog of Amer­
ican Cars 1805-1942 which has just been pub lished. 

The MASTER DEMONSTRATION roadster , serial number 
I , was regi stered to the Master Refi ning Co . of San Francisco. The 
McKI LEY roadster , serial 3867 1, was named after A . J . McKinley 
of San Francisco. The intriguing O'COHEN cyclecar, seri al 6209M , 
was owned by Ralph B . Montee of Los Angeles , who may have been 
honoring a neighbor, Jennie Cohen . An unknown-bodied vehicle was 
registered as the RAPID VACUUM CLEA ER by John Osterdock 
of Alameda . The SCHELLING touring car , se ri al number 3 , was 
owned by A. Schelling of Santa Rosa. J .W. Stringer of Long Beach 
had the STRINGER coupe. The YALE E G INE racer , se ria l 262 1, 
was regi stered to Marcel Laurent of San Francisco. Th is may have 
been one of the motorcyc le-engined cyclecar racers popul ar in this 
area in the mid-teens. 

It should be noted that "Schel ling" is not a misspell ing o f 
·'Schilling ," the name of the manufacturers of the Golden Gate gas 
eng ine (see SA H Journal numbers 11 7 and 11 8). The 19 17 register 
li sts both "A . Schellirrg" in Santa Rosa , as above , and " A. Schilling'' 
in Oakland ow ning a Cadillac and a Packard . The state archi ves re fl ec t 
three persons named Schelli ng res iding in Santa Rosa who he ld chauf­
feur' s licenses early in the century . 

There were I 02 o ther ho memade or one-on ly vehic les li sted , 
lac king supposed brand names. The fo llowing appeared in the '' make" 
co lumn : ASS EMBLED , 9 autos and 5 trucks: CYCLECA R. 8 autos ; 
HOM E BUlL T. o ne auto: HOMEMADE. 44 au tos. 7 trucks and a 
bus: NO DESCR IPT . one auto : OW MAKE, one auto ; REBU ILT , 
10 autos . 4 trucks and a bus : and SPEC IAL. 8 autos and 2 trucks. 

Several other pu zzlers , not necessaril y of California o rig in 
showed up. These included a C HESTERFIELD touri ng car , se rial 
number 4843 1; a CROSS COUNTRY to uring car, serial 35A 173; a 
GREY UN touring : a LILLE roadster . number 204: a LIVI GSTON 
roadster. se ri al 8286: and nine called MEISTER, which showed five 
touring cars , two stages and two buses. These were spread among 
four ow ners in four c iti es . Seri als were 876, 644 1, 6443 , 6444 , 649 1, 
7442. 7451. 7452 and 745 3 . None o f these makes appear in the 
Standard Catalog of American Cars /805- 1942 or any of the other 
li sts of US vehicles. Some o f these " brands" may be mode l names , 
perh aps o f European firm s. The book does not give year of manu facture 
or reg istratio n. >O we mu st rely upon seri al numbers for guidance 
when poss ible . 

In survey ing the 19 17 book , I kept an eye out for any persons 
I knew to be in volved in the auto industry , whether they bu ilt vehic les 
in Californi a or elsewhere. I found such as Charles Y . Knigh t in 
Pasadena with three Will ys Knight autos . and also Jesse We ll s who 
had mi grated out here fro m Iowa with one o f his cars. 

The re is much more work to do on the entries I have tabu­
lated . when time permits. This summary should be of interest to many 
hi sto ri ans, and any feedback on the puzzles presented would be very 
helpful. 

NEW ADDRESSES 

Kell y. Prescott V . 
16 Sil ve r Ridge 
Weston . CT 06883 

Hopkins, Henry C. 
VA 123 
03730 Javea Alicante 
Spain 

9 16 
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THE FAGEOL VICTORIA: L'ENVOI 
by Keith Marvin 

The photograph of the 19 17 Fageol vic toria on the cover of 
SAH Journal number 118 evokes some intere t and begs a number of 
ques tions. Prime among the e are the matters of price and production . 

The caption states that the car had a price tag of $ 17,000, 
but I beli eve thi s is too hi gh. In the initial announcement of the car 
in MoToR ' March 1917 issue, (Pp . I 02 and 180), although the same 
photograph is shown, only the cha sis price of $9 ,500 is li ted . Other 
sketches of projected coachwork are shown there. 

How many were made? In Fred her' s exce llent story , 
"Fageol's Foll y: An Automotive Superlative ," published in 
A utomobile Quarterly's First Quarter 1984 is ue (Pp. 88-93), he also 
notes the $9,500 chass is figure , adding that the engine alone rep· 
resented $5 ,400 of this . "The complete automobile , a gray-green 

- Victoria built by C.P. Kimball Company in San Francisco, could be 
had for an even $ 12,000." He further points out that although three 
cars were alleged ly built , there is no proof of thi s although two cars -
both Victorias - are known to ex ist, havi ng been photographed 
together, a far cry from the 50 cars wh ich were projected, according 
to the account in MoToR . Fred explains: "Alas, by 19 19 the gesture 
had pl ayed out and one hears prec ious little more of the Fageol lu xury 
automobile.· · 

And thi s was undoubtabl y the state of things - at least 
stateside. 

But hold. There is a furthe r chapter in the pattern of things 
surrounding this behemoth and , of all things. that chapter surfaced in 
Great Britain some two years later. 

In 192 1 there appeared an ex traordinary hardbound book, 
A utomobiles or the World: A n Encyclopedia or the Car. edi ted by 
W.E. de B. Whitt aker and Captain P.A. Barron, and publi shed by 
The Aeropl ane and General Publishing Co .. of London, the 428-page 
volume listing and illustrating both passe nger and commercia l vehicles 
theoretica ll y ava il able on the Briti sh market. It represented not onl y 
those cars and trucks built on home turf but sim ilarl y covered prod ucts 
from Austr ia. Belgium . Czechos lovaki a. Denmark. France . Germany, 
Holland, Italy. Spain. Sweden. Switzerl and and the nited States of 
America. 

And what shoul d crop up in the U.S. section but the Fageol, 
with a differe nt photograph of the car, a three-qu arter fro nt view and 
show ing a 19 17 Ca liforni a Dea ler' s license pl ate 8 15. 

Spec ifi cati ons are given, plus the fo llow ing brief tex t which 
li sts the product as being ' 'Made by the Fageo l Motors Compan y. 
Holl ywood Boulevard at 107th Ave .. Oak land . Ca liforni a. '' The text 
foll ows: 

"The company was incorporated on November 20th . 19 16. 
and the first car was prod uced on January 6th , 191 7. It had a six-

FAGEOL RED X: Fred Usher tells us the identity or the people seen 
on the co ver o( SAH Journal Number 11 8. Frank R . Faf!.eol is ar the 
wheel or one or the Fag eo I victorias. and beside him is~ L. L. Bill . a 
major stockholder. Mrs. Bill sits behind Fageol. and Mrs. Fageol 
behind Mr. Bill. Henry Austin Clark . Jr . Collection. 
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cyli nder engi ne, developing 125 b.h.p. at 1,300 r.p.m. , and known 
as the Hall-Scott aviation motor . When the United State entered the 
war the entire production of Hall-Scott engines was required by the 
Government , and accordingly, the manufac ture of thi car ceased and 
the company turned their attent ion to the production of commercial 
trucks and fa rm tractors. They hope , however, to reintroduce the 125 
h.p . pleasure car. " 

(Maybe its just how the phraseology of thi s paean struck 
me , but that firs t car being produced on January 6th , 1917, would be 
akin to the Lord ' Creation of the World in ix days , at least the way 
I'd interpret it !) 

Buthere' thekicker . How much?"Chas i Price,$ 12,000." 
I would presume Fred Usher 's 1917 figure of $12,000 for 

the entire car to be correct and if th is is so, why would the chassis 
price have jumped some $2 ,500? It may have had someth ing to do 
with the recession of 192 1 but even so , uch a jump is hardl y com­
measurate with the rest of the industry. 

Could it be th at editors or the publisher mi sunderstood the 
figure ? Poss ibl y. 

And I wonder what the attraction might have been to project 
the car abroad in thi s fashion? There were other American cars 
excluded from the book but presumably these were cars which were 
not in volved in the export market. My guess is that there could be 
two answers, the firs t of which bei ng that Fageol really had pl anned 
a post war renaissance of the passenger car line and submitted the 
onl y vi sual and fac tual ev idence avai I able which was four years old . 

Or could it be th at it had fa il ed to market its two completed 
cars and was using Mr, Whittaker' s and Capt. Barron' s encyc lopedi a 
d S a medium to get rid of them? After all , the car was so unusual in 
design that it was timeless and mi ght have appealed to the 192 1 market. 

It wou ld be interesting if this could be tracked dow n and a 
soluti on found . I wonder what ever happe ned to the two Fagco b ') As 
for A utomobiles or the World: A n Encyclopedia of' the Car. thi s 
magni ficent volume died on the vine with its lone 192 1 issue . a 
formidable loss to the automotive researchers . hi stori an;, and writer;, 
of the years ahead. 

The Fageol effort to enter the passe nge r car market: Sic 
tram. it glori a mundi. 

For more on the (a te or the two Fageols. see Fred U.\ her's 
letter below. - Editor. 

LETTERS 

THE FAG EOL AUTOMOB ILE 

Regarding the FAGEOL automobile. fortunately we ha ve 
evidence givi ng greater prec ision than was ind icated in the capti on of 
the photo presented in the rece nt SA H Journal (no. 11 8). It ;,ee rm. 
almost certai n that onl y two examples were produced. 

In a 1984 artic le (A uromobile Quarterly . Vol. 22. No. I) I 
referred to a rumored prod uction or three and th at two had been 
photographed together. As a result of my ar1icle more data came to 
light: the product of researches almost 40 years ago by F. H. Bradford 
of Berkeley. CA . Bradford was a former empl oyee of the Hall -Scott 
Company whi ch prod uced the (av iation-type) engi ne em pl oyed in the 
Fagco l automobi le. Bradford produced a letter from F.R. Fageo l which 
rather clearl y states that two automobi les we re produced and whi ch 
also gave the name of one of the buyers. Bradford co ntacted that 
owner. who responded. " I »o ld the Fageol car man y years ago to a 
frie nd of mine. who aft er u; in g it >ome time. disma ntled it and it i> 
my impression that he u;,ed the engine for a motor boat. .. 

Bradford abo had circum;,tanti al ev idence th at the other (or 
;,econd) Fageol automobile had bee n acquired by Willi am Andrews 
Clark. Jr .. son of oneti me Ca liforni a Senator W.A. Clark. r .. but 
hi> inquiries in the earl y 1950'; and my more rece nt efforts have 
produced no further tangible ev ide nce. 

Frederick A. Usher , 1066 Mission Canyon Rd ., Santa 
Barbara, CA 93105 U.S.A. 
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THOUGHTS ON MUSEUMS 
In regard to the interesting point that Deane R. Fountain 

brought up. namely a national automotive mu eum, I have a few 
thought to pa along. 

Being in the automotive museum busine , and one that is 
currentl y pur uing it s accreditation fro m the As ociation of American 
Mu eums, I feel I may have a few viewpoints from an in ider . First 
of all , the term "museum" is loo ely u ·ed among many in ti tut ions . 
According to the AAM, a museum not only collects historical artifacts, 
but also actively conserves them for future ge nerations. Another aspect 
of a "museum" is its educational activities. The AAM feel that merely 
rolli ng or placing artifacts out on display , wi th possibly a label tating 
what the artifact i , does not con titute a legi timate educational role . 
The artifacts must be interpreted , what they represented at the time 
and what they represent to us today. A museum hou ld also have an 
ongoing, active seminar program, presenting aspects of the museum 's 

. specialization to a public that is increasingly looking for ways to 
pursue more education beyond forma l learning insti tutions. The )i t 
can go on. 

To collect cars merely for the sake of collecting cars is not 
a museum. Makes and models should be careful ly rev iewed and 
researched for its signi fica nce, and what the particular car can bring 
or offer to the public. This does not necess itate the need to reta in 
every make and model ever made. Collecting cars for the sake of 
collecting represents a '·car collection ... but n; t a museum. 
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Don ' t misread me . there is nothing wrong with car collec­
tions . However, private , non-profit mu eums uch as our have been 
forced to increa e our avenue of fu nd rai ing . The largest avenue 
holding the most promise is to attai n accreditation , which make a 
museum even more attractive to potential donors, e pecially pri vate 
fo undations. Increasingly, the private fou ndations will be the only 
source of funds for museums in the future. Hence, not having accredi­
tation in the next five or so years wi ll spe ll fin ancial death for many 
museums in the non-profit sector . 

The AAM holds some sway over the Insti tute of Museum 
Services, the government body that overlooks the va t array of 
museums in thi s count ry . Therefore, if the government ever would 
ex press interest in an automotive museum, it would be in light of the 
above definition . It 's doubtful the U.S . Government would be in­
terested in a car collection. Of course, in this day and age of budget 
deficits , no amount of song and dance could convi nce the Washington 
folks of letting go of money for such an endeavor. 

The reasonable answer is fo r automotive enthusiasts to con­
tinue supporting such museums as ours. o matter what happens, the 
museum remains intact as long as the fu nds continue to come in . 
Non-profit s have their drawbacks. such as the lac k of fund s to do 
everything we would li ke to. bu t they are not susceptibl e to being 
dismantled a Ia Harrah' s. 

Lee Beck, Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Museum , P.O. Box 
271 , Auburn , IN 46706 
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LETTERS 

MORE ON CROMPTON AND 
FOUR WHEEL STEERING 

Upon this occasion of Dick Brigham 's retirement from front­
line duty I would like to express my appreciation of hi s long period 
of significant contribution to the Society. The publications are the 
very li fe-blood of such an organization and his untiring work in this 
area has been of immense benefit in maintaining the circulation . I 
have a personal in ight into hi s thoroughgoing ways as, when I sub­
mitted the text of Colonel Crompton's experiences with the early 
rubber-tired road tractors of Robert Thomson , it consisted of nothing 
more than the report of his lecture . Due to lots of Brigham leg-work , 
however , it appeared in A utomotive History Review No. 15 as a most 
comprehensive work repl ete with many photograph and much upple­
mentary info rmation . 

Further information on Crompton has been recentl y s ighted 
which ind icates his technical competence . Born Rookes Evelyn Bell 
Crompton at Thirsk , York shire , in 1845 he built a mode l road steam 
vehic le with osc ill ating cy linders in 1858 which led to the full-s ized 
road eng ine " Blue Be ll "- Apart from his military service he had 
fo unded his own elec trica l firm at helmsford by 1878 which. in 
1927 , merged with F. & A. Parkinson of Leeds . In Austra li a, at least , 
Crompton-Parkinson e lec tric motors and Crom pton brand elec tric lamp 
globes are still current. He d ied in Yorkshire in 1940 at the age of 
94 yea rs. 

A further po int emerg ing from that fea tu re is that the rubber 
manu fac turer , Mac intos h, of Thomson's ti me woul d have been the 
sa me whose name became the common term , often abbreviated to 
" mac", for a waterproof raincoat , made fro m rubberi zed fabric. 

A fin al connec ti on with Thomson , by way of light re lief , 
is that hi s daughter , Elspeth , married that writer of celebrated 
chi ld ren's li teratu re , Kenneth G rahame. The automotive connection? 
Why, that obsess ion with motors which so possessed Toad of Toad 
Hall in The Wind in the Willows. 

Ari sing fro m the 1936 Ford patent on a vehicle featuring. 
in part , four-wheel-steering is the prior use of this fac ility on the 
4-w. -d. 30 hp. Caldwell -Yale car fro m 19 13. Made a t Auburn , 

.S. W. , Australia , by the Caldwell -Ya le Motor & Trac tor Construc­
tion o . Ltd .. better known fo r the heavy 4-w .-d. commercia l vehicles 
with power steering. The photograph shows the car on tria l in sand 
at Botany Bay and the perfec t track ing of the rear wheels in the wake 
of the fro nts is ev ide nt as is the ang le of the visible rea r wheel. O nl y 
one example of the car , with a 4-cy l. L-head engine and 4- peed 
transmission , was made and it was sold to the Aus tra li an Pastoral Co. 
of Quee ns land for £750. (£A then at parity with the Eng lish £s tg.). 

Max Gregory, " Beltana", RMB 8825 , Drouin South , 
3818, Victoria , Australia. 
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THE TRAILMOBILE MYSTERY 

I' ve enclosed a copy of a page from Commercial Car Journal, 
50th Anniversary Special , 1961 , titled "The Golden Year of Highway 
Transportation ," which uses the same picture submitted by Max 
Gregory (SAH Journal number 118 , page 5). The CCJ picture caption 
indicates the origins of this vehicle; however , I cannot confirm their 
statement. Maybe SAH members C . B . Rawson (editor of CCJ when 
the Anniversary issue was published) or John Montville can add some 
information . 

"IN THE BEGINNING ... Nowhere is the theory of truck 
evolution more apparent than in this early shot from Trail­
mobile 's "tin-type" file. At the tum of the century, J. W . Walters 
produced this motor wheel, made it work briefly on the streets 
of Ne w York, then quietly folded his tent. Debatable point: 
Did he have a truck or a-truck-trailer?" 

Commercial Car Journal, 50th Anniversary Special, 
1961. 

James B. Bibb , 26239 Cecile , Dearborn Heights, MI 
48127 

CARS IN JOURNAL NO. 118 

otice the simi lar ity between the Aero 50 in SA H Journal 
number 11 8 and the 1939 Hudson , Model 93 , 95, or 97 . There is an 
Aero Minor, no re lation to the Aero 50 , owned by an ind ividual near 
Washington , DC. I have the hu bcap from one once located in 
Wi lmington , DE. 

1 believe the mystery commercial submitted by Max Gregory 
also appears in Hiscox's 1900 book, but my copy is at my Penn sy lvani a 
ho me at present. 

The prototype 1928 Pac kard speedster looks very simi lar to 
the one Briggs Cunningham had built in 1929. I recently saw it in 
the new ly opened Co lli er Museum in aples, FL. 

When I was in France in 1966 , I saw a Cyklonette in the 
car museum at Lyons. 

Hayden Shepley, P.O. Box 41 , Port Ora nge, FL 32029 

THE CARS OF HENRY M. CRANE 

O ne of my ongo ing projects in automotive history is the 
continuous, if sporadic, search fo r addi tional in fo rmation on the cars 
that were built by Henry M . Crane . Within the past year . thanks to 
loan of registration material by Marshall aul , I have been able to 
determine to my own sati sfac tion that there were no mo re th an thirty­
eight cars bui It bearing the Crane name before the purchase of the 
business by Simplex and to identi fy by serial num ber and owner name 
and address severa l more of these cars so that I have now some record 
of about half of them . In the near futu re I am goi ng to be able to 
examine the records that sti ll remai n fro m Henry Crane's personal 
papers and 1 hope that I will be ab le to add more to my knowledge 
fro m thi s research. O n the horizon is another investiga tio n into Brews­
ter body materi al that should re in fo rce the data al ready known and 
perhaps add more. 

With Stephen Dean and Warren Kraft I am attempting to 
assemble a li sting of the remaining S implex Crane Model 5 cars based 
on data we have collec ted over many years which needs to be updated 
and augmented . Since the preservation of o ld automobiles and automo­
ti ve hi story has now extended acti ve ly over more than half a centu ry, 
the tracki ng of ex isting examples of rare makes has become a form 
of automotive hi story in its own ri ght , requ iring constant attention as 
ind ividual cars change hands and are sometimes modified and once 
in a while vanish or are des troyed. I would welcome correspondence 
fro m anyone who has knowledge and/or photos that could help us in 
maintai ning thi s fi le. I am al o always on the lookout fo r photo and 
deta il s on Simplex-Crane cars that no longer ex ist. 

While it is probable that eventuall y we will see some of thi s 
materia l publi shed, in the meantime I am prepared to furni sh to SA H 
members interim li tings and deta il s of known cars as des ired fo r the 
cost of postage and photocopying only . 

Fred Roe, 837 Winter St. , Holliston, MA 01746 
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STANDARD CATALOG OF AMERICAN CARS 1805-1942 
(Second Edition), by Beverly Rae Kimes and Henry Austin Clark 
Jr. I ,568 pages. More than 5,000 B& W illustrations. Soft covers. 
8W' x I I " . ISBN 0-8734 1- 1 I 1-0. Krause Publications , lola. Wis., 
54990. $39.95. 

This is the second ed ition of w hat is , wi thout a ny do ubt , 
the mo~t comprehe nsive treatise on Ame rican a utomo biles ever pub­
lished. It is an admirab le successor to its predecessor o f four years 

·ago , but wi th even more goi ng for it. The fo rmat remains the same 
and the coverage likewise - from Oli ver Evans' Steam Amphibian 
of 1805 to the last American cars built fo ll owing Pearl Harbo r - but 
there has been a cons ide rab le change in the contents. 

Like a ny new model of a car , there are always bugs to be 
ironed out , the bugs in thi s case bei ng errors which crept o ut o f the 
woodwork and w hich have large ly been e liminated. Many o f the 
illustrati ons have been re pl aced by bette r o nes and a number of new 
biographies. w hic h surfaced afte r the o rig inal editio n had gone to 
press, have been incl uded. ma ny of the m a lso w ith illustra ti o ns of 
the ir own . Addi ti o na l mate ri a l has been added w he re a nd as required 
and the q ua lity o f the pa per s tock has been improved so the re is less 
··burni ng through" to the reverse side of a page wi th some o f the 
darker pictures. By the same to ke n , some of the photographs a re too 
light and hard to see, but a m agnify ing g lass w ill so lve thi s proble m 
whic h occ urs large ly because o f the qua lit y of the orig in al print. Too. 
one must remembe r that any picture, no matter how hard to see a t 
the o utset, is bette r than no pic ture at all. 

Like the earlie r vo lu me , the re are suc h ex tras as spec ia l 
list ings o f s teame rs, e lec tri cs, and compressed-air cars, as well as 
cycle cars and hi ghwheele rs . and a complete geogra phical breakdown 
to show what was built where in a sta te- to-state li st ing. 

This huge a nd va luab le vol ume was a major unde rtaking 
both in ih fir~ t a nd the present editions a nd a nyone even re mote ly 
intere ted in a utomotive his to ry wi ll rea lize the tre me ndous contribu­
t ion of the Kimes-Clark-Krause team . They have advanced the cause 
of know ledgeab le mate ri a l surrounding o ur cars. those who des ig ned 
and bu ilt the m , and va ri o us mergers and accompli shme nts w hic h ke pt 
them in the lime li ght. a nd a ll the rest of it. Thi s vo lume is tru ly a 
must for a ll. 

- Keith Marvin 

BlLLBOARD 

Alhcn i,ing in thi' co lumn i, offered free to SAH member' on a 'pace 
availabk ba,is . Ads for information. hi,torical automotive booh and 
literature. photograph, , drawing,. etc .. arc we lcome. both for sa le and 
wanted . Ad, for automohi les or parts arc not accepted. 

WANTED : For a featu re an iclc on the 1953/54 Packard Cli pper Sponster. 
need photocopies of re levant tex t and photm from brochures. books. anic lc,. 
and/or press re lease' (or leads to sources). John R. C hevedden, 22 15 Nelson 
Ave., No. 205, Redondo Beach . CA 90278 

WA TED: Photocopies of Graham Confidentia l Service Bul letins and Con­
fide nt ia l Sales Bulletins. espec ially 1930 and later . Am compiling a library 
under the auspices of the Graham Owners Club International to enable repro­
ductions of these bul let ins for use by owners. rc,torcrs . and historians. Michae l 
Keller , 2909- 13th Street , Wausau , WI 5440 1 

WANTED: Automobile Salon catalogues. I 928- 1932. all cities. Matthew C. 
Sonfield , 20 Hilltop Drive, Syosse t, Y 11 791. 
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MYSTERY MARMON 

THE MARMON A .ll eclwniclll 
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Mod•l (. Z4 H. P. $~.500 
Model D. 30 11. P. SJ.OOO 

I • 

Nordyke & Marmon Co. .b .. blnh<d ,.,, Indianapolis, Ind. 

What' s the m yste ry a bo ut thi s, you say 'l Is n ' t it ide nti fied 
c lea rl y e no ug h'1 We ll yes . but it isn't w hat it seems . Ma rmo n a utho rit y 
George Ha nley ~e nt in thi ; ad from a 1906 issue o f Country Life in 
A merica. cauti o ning us th at "the car in the ad is not a Marmon' 
Marmo n' had sp lash pans to concea l the do ub le frame constructio n 
evide nt in the lower illustrati o n . o te a lso that the printe r wasn ' t 
~man e no ug h to re move the mounting instructi o n' fro m the photo­
graph,. Obviou, ly the ad was not proofread by Ma rmo n .. , 

Whi c h leaves us to wonde r: what is the ca r a t the to p of 
thi ' ad '1 Se nd us your ideas a nd we'l l report in the nex t SA H Journal. 

WANTED: Writ ing a definiti ve hi story of non-traditional uses of all types 
of vehic les used for sa lcs. train ing. research. rec ruiting. entert ainment. re ligion. 
etc. ccd data and photos of commercial and industri al app li cations in the S 
and abroad. whether currently in usc or not. George W. Green , 3421 Detroit 
Street. Dearborn , Ml 48124 

FOR SALE: VOLVO factory magazine ·'Rattan ... Fifty issues. lots of 
pic tures. 1951-58. About 6" x 9". Summary in English of the imponant points. 
30.00 including >hipping in the US. Fred Roe, 837 Winter Street , Holliston , 

MA 01746 

WANTED: Two photographs of the Ford Museum/ Weinberge r Bugatt i 
Royale. the fi rst taken in a scrapyard circa 194 1 prior to its pu rchase by Charl es 
Chayne. the second duri ng the 1947 VMCCA Gl idden Tour. the car's first 
ou ti ng fo ll owing hayne's restoration. I've seen these photos somewhere. but 
where I remember not. Beverly Rae Kimes, 2 15 East 80th Street, 1 ew 
York , NY 1002 1 

WANTED: Some help in sprucing up SA H Journal . Cou ld usc the ass istance 
of a graphic artist in our midst in deve loping some new column heads for an 
edi tor wi th more ideas than anisti c tal ent. Kit Foster , Ed itor , 1102 Long 
Cove Road , Gales Fer ry, CT 06335 



Mr.'. Violet Hindmarsh (nee Cordery) in a 1933 Terraplane eig.ht cylinder tourer with British body by R .E.A. L. of Pope's Lane. Ealing . 
Wc,q Lone/on . Mr.\ . Hindmar.\ h was the ,,i,,ter-in-law of' No.:/ Macklin . huildcr of' the Railton which u.,ed the TerTaplane (a nd later Hud>on 
eig.ht ) c/ws., is . and piloted tills car 10 lith place in the 1933 Scolli.,h Rally. Thi.> photo. taken at Britain·., famed Brooklands circuit. i., 
ti·om the collection or the ediiOr. 
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