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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Observant readers probably noticed a few subtle changes in SAH
Journal No. 135. The most obvious clue was a new return address, occasioned
by our moving the printing and mailing of our publications from North

" Carolinatoalocal printer here in southeastern Connecticut. Afterathorough
review of our publishing arrangements it was my conclusion that we could
improve the timeliness of SAH Journal and Automotive History Review and
alsoreduce the cost of printing by using a printer closer to my location, and the
new administration concurred. So with this announcement we welcome to
SAH Linda and Terry Zanes and their staff at Sir Speedy Printing in New
London, Connecticut. One additional benefitof Lindaand Terry’s operation
is that they use computer technology that is compatible with my word-
processing hardware and software. That makes it possible for me to transfer
text to them in diskette form, and obviates the need for them to type it all in
one additional time. This capability saves us money as well as time.

It does, however, mean that / must type everything once, even if it is
presented to me in clean, readable typescript form. Unless, that is, con-
tributors are able to send items to me on diskette. A few members have done
thisalready, and it certainly helps reduce the amount of work I have to putinto
eachissue, as well as reducing the probability of error. Judging from the look
of many of the letters I receive, I suspect that many members have computers
on which they type (or process) their correspondence. It would make sense,
then, to take advantage of this technology. So whenever you can, send me
items for publication on computer diskette; the lengthier the item, the more
important this is. Don’t worry about “Billboard™ ads and short letters, but
book reviews and feature articles are excellent candidates for this higher-tech
information interchange.

Those of you who haven’t already been turned off by this tech-talk will
be wondering just what type of computer diskette I mean, and in which word
processing format I prefer your text. I use several IBM-compatible personal
computers with the ubiquitous DOS operating system. I prefer 5 1/4 inch
diskettes,butcanconvert from 31/2 inch disksif necessary.  use the WordStar
and WordPerfect programs, but I've been pretty successful in reading text
created with many other brands of software, PFS Write and MultiMate in
particular. And if all else fails, DOS text files will save the day, so if you can
save your text in that form, in addition to your “regular” format, it would be
a good idea to include that on your disk.

If you’re one of the clever souls with a Maclntosh, don’t fret. 1don’t
have one, but our printer does (in fact that’s how our final layouts are created),
so just send me a regular 3 1/2 inch Mac disk with a note as to what’s on it and
in what format. And in all cases, please include a printout so that I'll know
what I'm looking for when I go searching electronically.

No, I don’t yethave amodem,so youcan’t send me text on-line, but
I will send your disk back, so that you can keep on contributing.
-Kit Foster

DON’T FORGET YOUR DUES

Dues for the year 1992 were due and payable at the start of the year. If
you have not yet paid your dues, please give the matter your attention and send
your remittance of $20.00 (US funds, please) to Nan E. Martin, Secretary, 4102
Talon Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46234-1357 USA. This will save us the trouble
and expense of sending you a final reminder. Members whose dues remain
unpaid after April 1st face suspension of membership privileges, including
Society publications.

To those of you who have already responded to the dues notice the
officers, directors, and editor extend their thanks.
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The many tributes which have followed the December 15th, 1991 death
of Henry Austin Clark, Jr. reflect the measure of a man who was a giant in the
old car hobby and a literal savior of automotive history. His audiences will
long remember the witty raconteur who wove hilariously shaggy tales of
antique car adventures which serendipitously seemed always to happen to or
around him. Personal friends and total strangers alike will long remember the
man who was generosity personified. But it is doubtful whether anyone will
ever be able to accurately assess the depth of gratitude that automotive history
owes to Austin Clark.

He began amassing his awesome library during a period when makers
of automotive history were routinely discarding their files, their provenance,
their heritage. Long before automobile history became fashionable, Austin
Clark made collecting, preserving, and disseminating it his life's work. It is
impossible to estimate the number of automotive history articles that could
not have been written had it not been for the Austin Clark library. The
Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942 would have been hundreds of
automobiles shorter had it not been for his finding and keeping the only piece
of documentation extant which proved the vehicle had indeed been built. Our
knowledge of the field overall would be far the poorer except for this
remarkable man who recognized so early the importance of remembering our
automotive past. And sharing it. The cheerful helping hand that reached out
from Long Island to fellow historians the world over is the stuff of legend.
Wally Clark, oftenintroduced by Austin as “my first wife” and to whom he was
married for forty-seven years, has commented that whenever her husband
happened upon an automotive question while reading at the breakfast table,
he would head for his files after coffee, dig out a brochure or whatever, copy
it, and have the material in the mail to the questioner before lunch. And there
didn’t even have to be a question asked. “All Austin had to know was that
somebody was researching something,” Wally said. “If he thought he had
something of interest he’d send it along.” And he was doing this until the day
he was hospitalized.

Fortunately, prior to his illness, Austin Clark made arrangements to
donate his library to the Henry Ford Museum. The Ford people have
promised that, in addition to keeping the collection intact, they plan to re-
create Austin’s desk, complete with mounds of paper teetering precariously
on all four corners, flanked by the “priority” pile in the middle which sloped
none too gently, defying gravity, toward the kneehole where he worked.
Conceivably it may take the Ford Museum as much time to put together the
HAC Jr. desk as it did to construct the “Automobile in American Life”
exhibit.

Austie, as he was known affectionately to his friends, was one of a kind,
in so many ways.

-Beverly Rae Kimes
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

DearMembers:

Itismypleasuretoappoint Beverly Rae Kimesaschairpersonofthe
Nominationsand Elections Committee. Bev’swork asamemberand past
president (1988-1990)isone of the majorreasons we enjoy astrong organi-
zationandthe flexibility toresistdisruption while remaining objective and
positive. We welcome you Bev,andlook forward to yourvaluable contribu-
tions which will be instrumentalin allowingus toachieve ourgoalsand
objectives.

Change? Thenew yearwill afford usmanychanges,some of which may
bewelcome. Anearlychange forthe SAHinvolvesthe printingoftheJournal.
Theprintingisnow beingcontracted withinafewblocksof oureditorial offices
in Connecticut,ratherthenseveral hundred milesdistant. The previousissue,
Number 135, instituted the move and this hasresultedinareduction of
productiontime and hasprovenquality and cost effective. Kit,please take a
deserved bow.

Otherchangesincludeimplementation of auser-friendly computer
software programenablingSAHtobetter manage the membershiproster,
silentauction, publicationof amembership directoryand printingofthe all-
importantmailinglabelstoexpeditedeliverytoyou. Planning forthischange
istimelyinview of the personal decisionby David Babbtooptforearly
retirement. Daviddeveloped ahands-on DOS database programsome years
agoandhasbeenthe guiding force responsible formaintainingand managing
the SAHmembershiprecordsandproduction of mailinglabels. Wethank you
David;ithasbeenrewardingto knowand work withyou,and we wishyouand
yourswell.

ThewintermeetingofyourboardofdirectorshasbeensetforSaturday,
March21,1992,and thesiteis the historicand delightful Auburn-Cord-
DuesenbergMuseumin friendly Auburn, Indiana. Skip and Cathy Marketti
have graciously consented tobe ourhostand hostess,and we are looking
forward toourvisit.

Perhapsyouhavesome thoughtsorissuesyouwouldlike the boardto
consider. Ifso,pleasesendthemalongtome. Intheinterim,please helpyour
Societygrowbytakingthetime tosecure anew memberortwo fromyourmany
friendsandbusiness associates. Thank you.

-Jack L. Martin

SILENT AUCTION

Evenaslastyear’ssilentauctionwindsup withtheshippingoflotstoall
winners,itistimetostartthinkingtoward thisyear’sevent. Please take alook
inyourlibraryforduplicate orexcessbooks,literature,orautomobiliathatyou
mightdonatetothe Society forthe 1992silentauction. Thisyear’sauctionstaff
isnotfinalized at thistime;acall forcontributions with shipping address will
appearinthenextissue of SAH Journal.

Thesilentauctionhasbeenthe primary fundraiserforthe Societysince
institutedin 1988 by Beverly Rae Kimesand Bob Gary. Ourparticular thanks
forthesuccessofthe 1991 auctiongotodirector Paul Lashbrook,who, withthe
unwaveringsupportof his wife and hissecretary,took care of all aspects:
cataloging, tallying,and shipping. Thanksagain, Paul!

PUBLICATIONS AWARD NOMINATIONS

Oneofthemoreimportantthingswe doasaSocietyistorecognize
excellenceinautomotive history publications. While the Publications Awards
Committeeischarged withselecting winnersin each category, the most
importantinputtheygetcomesfrom members. Membersare encouragedto
submit nominationsforeach of the publicationawards.

The Nicholas-Joseph Cugnot Award recognizesthe bestbookinthe
fieldof automotive historypublishedduringthe previouscalendaryear. The
CarlBenz Awardisgiventothebestperiodical article orseriesonautomotive
history fromthe previouscalendaryear,and the Richard and Grace Brigham
Awardispresented forthe bestoverall treatment of automotive historybya
magazineoverallissuesofthesameperiod. Newthisyearisthe E.P. Ingersoll
Award,jointlyunderwrittenwith the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Associa-
tionofthe United States, forthe besttreatment ofautomotive historyinother
thanprintmedia.

Nominated worksmustbearacopyrightdate of1991,or,inthecase of
periodical articles,musthaveappearedinanissuewitha1991 coverdate. A
seriesappearinginpartsoftwoyearsmaybenominated foreitheryear,butwill
haveonlyoneyearofeligibility. The Brigham Awardisalternated between
commercialand clubpublications,and canbe presented toapublicationonly
onceinafive yearperiod. The Brigham Award waswonby Automobile
Quarterlyin1990,and by V8 Times of the Early Ford V8 Clubin1991. The 1992
award willbe foracommercial periodical.

Duplicate nominationsdonoharm,and membersmaysubmitasmany
nominationsastheywish. Thebest way toinsure thatnoworthy book, article,
magazine,orelectronicmediaeventgoesundetectedistonominateit. Awards
of Distinctionmay be giventoexceptional nominees notselected for the
primaryaward.

Submitnominations forexcellenceinpublishingautomotive history
during 1991 tothe Awards Committee viasecretary Nan Martin,4102 Talon
Lane,Indianapolis,Indiana46234-1357 before the nominations deadline of
June1,1992. Submissionsshould be accompanied by acopyofthe nominated
work.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Althoughthe costsofnearly everything associated with the smooth
runningofthe Societyhaveriseneachyear,wehavebeenabletokeepourdues
atthesamelevelforanalmost-unprecedented tenyears. Thisisduetoour
successful fund raising projects,inparticularthesilentauction,andtocontri-
butionsmade by membersinadditionto (orinlieuof) theirannual dues. We
wouldlike to publiclyacknowledge and thank the following for theirrecent
contributions:

Robert N. Palmerino Robert L. Altschuler

Robert J. Neal Eugene G. Wanger
Benjamin F. Thompson Stuart Abraham
Steve Gurr Bent Mackeprang
Roger O. Austin Richard Riegel, Jr.
D.J. Kava Prescott Kelly

Harold Wood
Peter Colburn

James A. Wohlmuther
Lawrence S. Clark

Gregory Beckenbaugh Helen Earley

Joel Miller Richard Stout

Bob Gary Robert Lee

Pat Chappell David M. Woodhouse

Grace R. Brigham
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NEWS
BONSALL PUBLISHES PONTIAC PANOPLY

Former SAH director Tom Bonsall has written a new book on Pontiac,

in recognition of the marque’s sixty-fifth anniversary and thirty millionth car.

“Pontiac! They Built Excitement, a profusely illustrated 160-page work, covers

the Pontiac from its 1926 inception until the present day. The author promises

much that’s “new,” researched from company archives, as well as some photos
not previously published.

Bonsall’s book The Lincoln Motorcar received the Society’s Cugnot
Award for 1981. His later work, Pontiac: The Complete Story was recognized
with an Award of Distinction in 1986. Pontiac! They Built Excitement is
published by Stony Run Press. Information on ordering may be obtained from
SRP at P.O. Box 16355, Baltimore, MD 21210.

RUDDOCK EDITS CAM

SAH member Ken Ruddock is the editor of a new monthly magazine
covering the automotive scene in Connecticut. Launched early in 1991,
Connecticut Automotive Magazine covers the gamut of automotive interest in
the Nutmeg State, from historicitems to the present day, automotive business,
motor sports, automotive art, auto shows, and events. Recent articles have
included a series entitled “Connecticut’s Car Connection,” with installments
on Victor Pagé, the “Hardware City” cars built in New Britain, and the New
Haven-built Driggs. In addition, each issue features a number of cars owned
by Connecticut collectors.

Connecticut Automotive Magazine is available by subscription, and at
many Connecticut newsstands. Contact Connecticut Automotive Magazine,
2415 Main Street, Stratford, CT 06497 for further information. Editor Rud-
dock has recently moved to Pennsylvania to begin additional duties as
assistanteditor with Automobile Quarterly.

Mlﬂw.
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HATFIELD INFO SOUGHT

Horseless Carriage Gazette, of which I am editor, is planning a feature
on Hatfield cars and trucks. We could use photographs, sidebars, and anec-
dotes on this marque, so if any members have such items to share I would
appreciate their contacting me at the address below. John C. Meyer I1I, 24244
Hamlin Street, West Hills, CA 91307-2825 (FAX 818-888-2648)

NOT A PACKARD?

I am enclosing a copy of an old print of my late uncle, Dr. Clarence A.
Hartley, Sr., of Evansville, Indiana. Uncle Clarence loved cars, even though he
was not particularly mechanical, and drove mostly Packards for many years.
Once he owned a Cord L29, but always considered Packards to be better cars.

This photo must have been taken in the early teens, and the car seems
notto be a Packard. Can any SAH members identify it? Rev. Joe Collins, 520
N. Swope St., Greenfield, IN 46140

THREE QUESTIONS

Back in about 1939 I found an item in a small German auto magazine
which was lent to me (I believe it was Motor-Kritik, founded by Josef Ganz).
It reported that a Los Angeles engineer of French origin named Houdry had
invented a catalytic converter for automobiles destined to reduce the local
smog from exhaust emissions. So far it has not been possible to corroborate
this information or find more details.

When Cadillac and LaSalle introduced synchro-mesh for second and
high gear in their 1929 range, I heard the following story: A San Francisco
garage owner with a technical fibre had designed a rough prototype in order
to eliminate double-declutching for downward gear changes. He demon-
strated it to General Motors engineers, who took it up, developed it fully, and
fitted it to the top ranges forthe 1929 model year. Thisinformation contradicts
another source, according to which the cone-type synchronising device was
originally developed by Borg-Warner.

Why did John and Horace Dodge incorporate a six point star (also
called the “Star of David”) in their radiator badge?

I should be grateful if any member has answers to any of these
questions, or could suggest how to continue research on them. Robert S.
Braunschweig, Humboldtstrasse 39, CH-3013 Bern, SWITZERLAND
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KISSEL’S HIGH SPEED TRUCK

Curt McConnell has asked (SAH Journal No.135) whether the Luverne
Automobile Company, from the Minnesota city of that name, was the first to
have a high speed truck in 1912, as well as the first to have pneumatic tires on
a truck. .

While Kissel made no claims to primacy in the field of early truck
production, and likely there were others, it did advertise in the Carriage
Dealers Journal of October 1910 as follows: “The Kissel Motor Car Company
of Hartford, Wisconsin, announces their entry in the commercial field with a
new 3,4, 5 ton truck which they will manufacture for 1911. These are mounted
onsolid tires, four cylinder, four speeds forward, with the fourth gearedup 25%
for speed.”

Actually, Kissel had, in 1910, specially designed trucks for light com-
mercial use, 3/4 ton, and meant for police patrol, postal use, and riding on
conventional pneumatic tires.

By 1911, Kissel had a full range of commercial vehicles, from 3/4 ton to
the 5ton behemoth. Alsoin1911itincluded a3 ton fire truck, designedto carry
chemicals, ladders, and water hose. This was sold to the city of Kankakee,
Illinois.

Hopefully this information will add a bit of usefulness to early Ameri-
can truck lore. Val V. Quandt, Hartford Heritage Auto Museum, 147 North
Rural Street, Hartford, WI 53027

BRAD STEPHENS OR HOWARD COGGESHALL?

Some years ago, I acquired a copy of Ned Jordan’s The Inside Story of
Adam and Eve. Inside the coveris a personal note: “To Brad Stephens from an
old believer, Howard Coggeshall, etc.” The book was published in Utica, New
York by Howard Coggeshall, Inc. in 1945.

Does anyone know the hobby connection of either Brad Stephens or
Howard Coggeshall? William R. Boyles, 204 Narragansett Drive, McKeesport,
PA 15135-3319

IS THIS A LUVERNE?

Jim Leicher, grandson of F.A. Leicher, one of two brothers who built
Luverne automobiles (Luverne, Minnesota) from 1904 to 1917, identifies the
man leaning on the fender of this car as his father, Bob.

Identifying the car is proving more troublesome. Jim suspects it might
be aMitchell that the Luverne Automobile Company used for breakingin tight
new engines prior to installing them in Luverne cars. However, I don’t see
similarities between this car and any of the mid-teens Mitchells pictured in the
Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942.

What further complicates identifying this car is the fact that it is
apparently a hybrid. It has the “double” running boards for which Luvernes
were noted, a Luverne radiator, Luverne front fenders,and possibly a Luverne
hood. But later Luverne cars had sturdy sixteen-spoke rear wheels, which this
car doesn’t. Likewise, the cowl accent lines, door shape, and exposed door
hinges show definitely that the body is not Luverne. Can anyone identify this
car by its wheels, body, and rear fenders? Curt McConnell, 921 E Street, Lin-
coln, NE 68508 (402) 475-2234

The KisselKar truck, 1,500 lb. chassis-Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

THE MARYLAND CAR
by Willard J. Prentice

It would be interesting to know how many well-established firms were
reluctantly forced into the automobile manufacturing business because of
financial investment in some floundering car-building company. Continental
Motors, for example, started building the Continental car not by choice, but in
an effort to recoup its investment in the defunct DeVaux organization.

And so it was with the Sinclair-Scott Company of Baltimore, Maryland.
It was reported that this company had been supplying component parts for the
Ariel car built by the Ariel Motor Car Company, initially of Boston. Ariel
began production in 1905 and displayed its cars at the Boston Automobile
Show that year.

An improved model was offered in 1906. This model had a 100-inch
wheelbase and featured a four-cylinder, 30 horsepower engine. Because of its
radiator shape, the company slogan was “Look for the Oval Front.”

By this time, however, the company was insolvent. Sinclair-Scott, with
a considerable invEstment in component parts built for the Ariel, arranged to
take over production of the car in its Baltimore plant.

Thiscaris easily identified by the Maryland script on the radiator. Itis probably
an early model, 1907 or 1908, as it has the scalloped top dash inherited from the
Ariel. Later models had a flat-topped dash which would facilitate installation
of a windshield.



SAH Journal No. 136

January - February 1992

A somewhat improved model, now bearing the “*Maryland” name, was
introduced in January 1907. Production continued through 1910 with only
minorchanges from yearto year. Wheelbase increased from 100 inchesin 1907
to 116 inches in 1910. All the cars had the same type four-cylinder, water-
cooled engine with overhead camshaft. Whether Sinclair-Scott had developed
thismotor for Ariel or whether Ariel had obtained it from another source isnot
recorded. In either case, it is probably one of the first successful applications
of the overhead cam design. (Matheson claimed a similar design in 1904.)

Price of the touring car, set in 1907 at $2,500, was increased in 1910 to
$2,750, but the company still claimed it was losing money. Total sales for the
entire 1907 to 1910 period have been given in different publications as 87 and
871. John Holbein, a former employee of the company, now deceased, told me
he thought the smaller figure was more nearly correct. He also told me that he

" believed that Sinclair-Scott developed the engine and that originally it was
intended for Peerless, but that the deal fell through and the design was then
used for Ariel.

While the Maryland car was well built, sales were few, and the company
was unable tocompete with larger manufacturers. Production of the Maryland
car ceased in 1910, but Sinclair-Scott continued with its original line of

equipment for the canning industry, and was in business until 1953.

P S i B
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This photo, believed to have been taken in the Sinclair-Scott factory, shows a
Maryland car largely assembled. The dash appears to have a flat top, suggesting
it is one of the later models. Frames and other parts for additional cars are in the
foreground. This picture was furnished by Earl Astine of Pikesville, Maryland,
whose father was a driver for Sinclair-Scout.

Intake side of the four-cylinder Maryland engine for 1910. This is one of the later models with the vertical shaft driving the overhead camshaft located in the
front. The intake manifold was designed so that mixture from the Holley carburetor travelled an equal distance to each cylinder. The exhaust manifold was on

the left side of the engine. Courtesy Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, MD.

5
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AMERICAN MUSCLE - Muscle Cars from the Otis Chandler Collec-
tion, by Randy Leffingwell. 192 pages, 190illustrations. Hardbound, 12x9
inches. ISBN 0-87938-465-4. Classic Motorbooks, P.O. Box 1, Osceola, WI

~54020.$29.95 plus $4.50shipping.

TheMuscle Car Eraisnowaquartercenturyinthepast. Inretrospect,
wenowsee thatitwasnotonly the latest,but probably the last Golden Age of
theall-Americancar-ineverysense oftheterm. Itwasanerawhentheheart
ofaMoparwasahemi,notaMitsubishi,and Yamahamade pianos,notheads
forFord. Itwasthe mostegalitarianofthe Golden Ages,one of bluecollar
classics. Thisexuberantbook onthe Otis Chandlercollection of muscle cars
couldbesubtitled “American Glory.”

Chandler’scurator, Greg Joseph, terms the muscle car “Detroit’s
quartermilebombermanufacturedinthesixtiesandearlyseventies........... street
legalyet fastenoughtoruncompetitionstock classtimesat the local drag
strip.” Fastcarshave alwaysbeenaround, the 49 Olds 88 being the first
postwariterationofabigengineinasmallbody,butitwasnot until thesixties
thatthe Americanmanufacturersasagroupbegantomakeaconcertedeffort
topromote high performance by offering modified stock cars with powerful
enginesandheavydutysuspensionpackages. The '64 PontiacGTOisregarded
asthe first,but,reflectingthe emphasisof the Chandlercollection,Joseph
definestheeraas1966-71.

Randy Leffingwellleadsusonaparade of33 “streetcarsof desire,”
embellished with functional and non-functionalside and hood scoops, pins,
frontairdams,blackout paint,decals,and raised-lettertires,and posesthem
against Californiabackgroundsofairstrips,diners,and beaches. Most
outrageousofallwasthe’69Dodge Charger Daytona426 Hemi (anditstwin,
the Plymouth Superbird) withshovelnose andrear flying wing toweringabove
theroofline. Anall-colorbook printedinSingapore, 78 of its 192 pagesare
single-page (and thensome) photos. The text,astobe expected,is full of
technicalreferencesto Holleys,L-88s,ZL-1s,and thelike,butnotoverlysoto
thedetrimentofreadability. Itranges frominformative (the brief discussion
ofthe Buick GSevolution1965-70) to Tom Wolfe pop,but what’slefttobe said
whenyoucometothe fifteenthexample ofa426 Hemi?

Andthat’sthe caveat. Like most collections, Chandler’scarsdonot
compriseafairsurveyofthe field. Ford getsshortshrift;noTalladegaTorinos
nor Boss302/429 Mustangs here, letalone the almost forgotten'63 Studebaker
R2Larksand Hawks. But,onthe otherhand, manyofthoseshowncouldbe
called the “muscle car’smuscle car,” such asthe dealer-modified Baldwin
MotionPhase Illand Yenko Chevelles, Camaros,and Corvettes. Chandler,
who,like Alfred Hitchcockin hismovies,canbeseenunidentifiedin the
background ofseveral photos, hasaclearbiastoward Mopar. Ireallycan’t
quarrelwiththat. Whomadelife more funforallofusinthoseturbulentdays
ofthe Vietnam War, Kent State,and flower power,acid, rock,and Woodstock,
than Plymouth, withits Rapid Transit System cartoon advertising, Motion/
Motion ITsalescatalogues,and Roadrunners,or Dodgescolored Plum Crazy
and Tor-red,with The Scat Pack’sbumblebeestripesand decalsontheirtails?
Killedbyskyrocketinginsurance costs,strict emissionsregulations,and fear of
Federalmaximumspeedrestrictions,the musclecarallbutceased toexistafter
the1971 modelyear. The fuelcrisiswasyettocome,butal0mpgDodge Super
Beewitha440 Six-Pack wouldnothave beenathomeinsuchaworld.

Fromthesameera, Classic Motorbooksisalsooffering Frumkin’s
Muscle Car Mania- An Advertising Collection1964-74(814.95), Gabbard and
Gabbard’s Fast Muscle: America’s Fastest Muscle Cars (128 pages, 216illus-
trations, $14.95),and Rasmussen’s Decade of Muscle: Sixties American Cars
(128pages,80colorillustrations, $24.95).

-TaylorVinson

RACING VOITURETTES, by Kent Karslake. 380 pages, approxi-
mately80illustrations, and four pagestabulatedresults 1897-1925. Hardbound,
83/4x53/4inches. Motor Racing Publications Ltd., Abingdon-on-Thames,
England, July 1950 (currently considered “extremely rare” andvalued up to
perhaps$150).

Inthelibrary ofautomobileracinghistory, Racing Voiturettes is unique.
Thisoften-abused adjective applies explicitly, fornootherauthorhasat-
temptedtocovertheterritory Karslake carved out for himself with this
publication.

KentKarslake wrote fascinating pagesunderthe pseudonym “Baladeur”
forthe Britishmagazine Motor SportduringWorld WarIl,andsubsequently,
occasionally, for The Vintageand Thoroughbred Car withoutthe nomdeplume.
Hewasalsoauthorand co-authorofsome othervaluablebooksonautomotive
history.

Buttherewasacertainvisioninhischoice of topicfor Racing Voiturettes,
since, as history hasshown, the lessercapacityracing “formula” oftenbecame
the dominantone,and much of the technical evolution occurredin this
secondary category of “voiturette,” orsmallerdisplacementcars.

Karslake’swork coversaperiod from early races beginningin 1895,
throughtheserieswhichhasbecome knownas“Coupedel’Auto,” upto1926.
He presentswhat wasknown about the technical details of the participating
automobiles, the effectsofraceregulationsondesigntrends, theupsand downs
ofcorporate destiny of firmschallenging the events,and evensome of the
politicalimplicationsamong competing nations.

There are two outstanding aspects which make Racing Voiturettesa
“classic.” Firstistherichquantity of historical data,a kind thatisverydifficult
tofindelsewhere. Secondisthedelightful,readable mannerinwhich Karslake
impartsthishistory.

Ofcourse,duringthe pastforty yearsothernotedhistorianshave delved
furtherintothesubjectand provided additionalinformation;letusleave the
last word toone of them. Griffith Borgeson hasrecentlysaid: “Itisa
treasure.....” (Automobile Quarterly,Vol.29,No.1).

-Frederick A. Usher

THEAUTOINDEX, publishedby David F. Plump. Bimonthly index
toautomotiveperiodicals, approx. 36 pages, noillustrations. Softcover,8-1/2 x
11inches. The Auto Index, 7 Clinton Place, Suffern, NY 10901. $6.00 per year.

Wehave mentioned beforeinthese spacesthedifficulty thatonecan
haveinindexingone’slibrary of automotive periodicals. One approachtothe
problemisSAH member Angelo Wallace'sseries of Automotive Literature
Indices,reviewed inSAHJournalNo.120. Anotheris The Auto Index, a
publication of David Plump, whichwe have mentioned buthave notreviewed
before.

TheAutoIndexisinitselfaserial,published bimonthly. Each ofthe first
fiveissuesinayearcoverstherelevanttwo-monthperiod, while the December
issueisatwelve-monthcompilation forthatyear. The Auto Index,nowinits
seventeenthyearofpublication,currentlycovers fourteen US periodicals:
Antique Automobile, Automobile Quarterly, Car Collector, Carand Driver,
Carsand Parts, Consumer Reports, Home Mechanix, Hot Rod, Motor Trend,
Muscle Car Review, Popular Mechanics, Popular Science, Roadand Trackand
Special Interest Autos. In earlieryears, fewer publications were covered.

The AutoIndexhasseveral advantages. Asitisissuedseveraltimes
eachyear,itisup-to-date,and willbe of helptothe historian orjournalist with
moresubscriptionsthanhe orshecankeeptrack of. Itincludesbothmarque
andsubjectheadings,arranged alphabetically foreasy use,and there'sa
model-to-manufacturercrossreference.

Ontheotherhand,since even the year-end compilationscoveronly
twelvemonths,onesearchingforan elusive articlemust know approximately
whenitwaspublished. Foreignperiodicalsarenotcovered,and,unlike the
Wallaceindices, theautomotive “trade” press (Automotive Industries, et al) is
alsoexcluded. Further,thereisapparently no efforttoexpand historically to
pre-1974times.

But The Auto Indexis useful,handy (currentcompilationissues are
about36 pages)andinexpensive. A year’ssubscriptionisbut$6.00,and
compilationissuesfromprioryearsareavailable at $3.00 each withspecial
ratesforbuyinginquantity. Practicing historiansandjournalistswillfinditto
beaveryusefultool.

-Kit Foster
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MACK FIRE APPARATUS: A Pictorial History, by Harvey Eckart.
192 pages, over 270 black-and-white photos plus eight full-color pages. Softbound,
8 12 x 11 inches. ISBN 0-935130-05-5. The Engine House, P.O. Box 666,
Middletown, NY 10940. 325.95 plus $2.00 shipping. New York State residents
add sales tax.

Interest in fire apparatus has always been high among those interested
in motor vehicle history, and this offering is a good one.

Mack has been prominent in the construction of all sorts of firefighting
equipment since 1911, although as a sideline to its general truck production
rather than as its raison d’etre, as with Ahrens-Fox or Seagrave. The Mack fire
engine has had good coverage over the years, notably in Walter M.P. McCall’s
Crestline book published in the 1970s but also in at least two other studies.

The beauty of this pictorial history is that it will appeal to the enthusiast
with an interest but not a consuming compulsion for fire apparatus. Thisis a
bread-and-butter illustrated history, nicely presented, and it should suit the
non-specialist to a tee.

The Engine House has done itself proud on this latest work.

-Keith Marvin

AUBURN, REO, FRANKLIN AND PIERCE-ARROW VERSUS
CADILLAC, CHRYSLER, LINCOLN AND PACKARD, by Brooks T.
Brierley. 160 pages, 139 black and white illustrations. Hardbound, 9 1/4 x 11
inches. ISBN 0-9615791-0. Garrett and Stringer, Inc., P.O. Box 330677,
Coconut Grove, FL 33233-0677. $49.95 postpaid.

Thisis an exceptionally fine piece of work, and although the title implies
one thing the book is far, far more than that. Itis a study of America’s luxury
cars in the 1927-1934 time span, and a good study of which survived and under
what conditions. Thus, it is an economic-sociological study, as well as some of
the best automotive history anyone is likely to find. And, as in his previous
book There is No Mistaking a Pierce-Arrow (see review in SAH Journal No.
103) Brierley has done his homework and covered his bases well. Thisisn’t to
say there aren’t glitches here and there, but the work is remarkably clear as far
as typos are concerned. The car described as a McFarlan accompanying his
introduction, or “Overview,” isn’t a McFarlan, and a photo of President
Coolidge in a Chrysler Imperial actually shows the chief executive in a
Marmon, but anyone who buys this book will recognize these as minor
mistakes and pass over them.

The book covers about twenty -five of this country’s fine motorcars, and
these areillustrated, one per page, with an accompanying and accurate caption.
Most of them are factory promotional shots, and many of them are new to me.
In his introduction, the author shows and describes some of the cars existing in
the “lead-in” period, such as the Doble steamer, Locomobile “48,” and Wasp.

If you like Classic cars, are interested in this period of automotive
history, orjust enjoy beautiful books with lots of goodillustrations and an easy-
to-read text, this is for you.

-Keith Marvin

SAH Journal welcomes advertisements from members. Ads are free, and
should concernitems of interest to historians: books, literature, photographs,
illustrations, memorabilia, information; for sale, wanted, or to trade. Ads for
vehicles or parts are not accepted.

WANTED: 1984 through 1988 Pontiac Fiero literature and memorabilia.
Especially interested in radio and TV advertsiing kits, video or laser
disks, filmstrips with audio cassettes, TechTrack service-related vid-
eotapes, long lead press kits, styrene plastic showroom license plates,
showroom vehicle window transparencies and mirror hangers, book
entitled The Fiero Years. 1982-1988. Dave Kauzlarich, 135 Kingston Dr.,
Slidell, LA 70458-1737

WANTED: Paramount auto supply catalog, 1940s, 1950s. Catalogs from
Edmonds, Sharp, McGurk, anyone else making speed equipment for
Chevrolet, GMC inline six cylinder engines, 1929 through the 1960s.
Dick Larrowe, 1338 NE Salzman Road, Corbett, OR 97019

WANTED: Anyinformation, photos,people with knowledge of Lou Moore’s
“Blue Crown” Spark Plug fwd Indy cars 1947-52. Doing research for
future book. Tom Vastine, P.O. Box 625, Villa Park, IL 60181 (708) 834-
8781

WANTED: Any factory literature or resource material on Dual Motor
Company in Detroit during the years 1955-62. Dr. Paul Sable, 29
Forgedale Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522 (215) 987-6923 or (215) 282-1100
Ext. 1448

WANTED: Any statistical data, information, etc. concerning the importa-
tion into the USA or Canada of Lancia cars or trucks from 1906 to 198S.
Also any references to Lancias participating in motor sport events,
races, rallies, economy runs, etc. prior to 1970. Grahame Ward, P.O.
Box 300, Nerang 4211, AUSTRALIA

NEW MEMBERS

Maltby,Gordon R. ........1583
Box 123
Marine, MN 55047-0123

Dragsnes,Erik.................. 1587
Kvitsteinve 14
Trondheim,

Elitch, Brandes
10206 Mill Station Road

................ 1591 Sparshott, Linwood.........1595

DIRECTORY UPDATE

DECEASED

Clark, Henry Austin, Jr....37H
1950 24th Avenue

Kelly, Steven W............. 1584
9940 Oakland St.
Dalton, NY 14836

Nied, Robert M............. 1585
2348 Smullian Trail N.
Jacksonville, FL 32217-3535

Rogers, James................ 1586
c/o American Motorcyclist
Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 6114

Westerville, OH 43081

NORWAY N-7027

Hayden, Richard Allen....1588
23626 Livewood Lane
Harbor City, CA 90710

Mueller, Mike............c..... 1589
15040 Kutztown Road
Kutztown, PA 19530

Acuna, Gilbert M............. 1590
23032 Samuel, Apt. 23
Torrance, CA 90505

Sebastopol, CA 95472

Umlauf, Frederick H......1592
P.O. Box 310
Woodstown, NJ 08098

Thomas, Jack G............... 1593
209 Forest Hill Road
Macon, GA 31210

Feinsinger, Henry L.......1594
26 East River Drive
Willingbord, NJ 08406

7

San Francisco, CA 94116

Shinn; Bob::csasimsm 1596
1514 N. Andover Rd.
Andover, KS 67002

Wallace; EA..ocmis 1597
3145 Kane Road
Aliquippa, PA 15001

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Ruddock, Kenneth F.......... 1020
392 Forest Lane
Shoemakersville, PA 19555



DON'T CALL ME A TAXI, 'cause I'm a custom-built motorcar. By the fourth decade of our century, most custom coachbuilders had folded. One of the last
to soldier on was the Derham Carriage Company of Rosemont, Pennsylvania. Through still turning out a number of town cars and phaetons, their treatment

of this 1941 Packard Clipper was more modest: the trademark Derham padded roof, a custom interior, and faux cane on the rear doors. Is it rude to suggest
that save for lack of a roof light it resembles a cab? Walter E. Gosden Collection
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