
NEWSLETIER 
Editorial Tom Bonsall ~.;ro tc this letter to his cus

t omers in the la t~ st edition of his liter
ature na~s lc tter . }~ reprin t it here 
because he h ns pl'P. <\en terl some of our SAH 
po1 :1-Ls of ·; i ew '1-:i th Hit and humor . 

Well. the literature hobby ha' taken it 
on the chin nnce more . Th~ other dav we 
received in the m a il a copy nf the i<J 77 
Pnrniar ca talogue. court esy of the 
General Sale> Ma nage r o f Pon ti ac Motor 
Divisio n. J. G. Vorhe; . We had ju~t 

abnut recovered from the elet·tinn. ~tnd 
now o ur familv and fri ends have had to 
go aro und hidi ng a ll the knives and razor 

' blades a ll ove r aga in . The past few yea rs 
have been d ifficult ones for Republican~ 
and Pontiac enthusia;ts. It is a lm os t too 
much to bear to he both . And now. 
THIS. !Our favorite baseball team is the 
Cleve land India ns. but let's not get int o 
THAT.) 

Mr. Vorhes' lett er wa; upbeat. He 
tou ted the ca~a l oguc as "one o f the best 
we 've producC<;l" a nd claimed tha t the 
hi,torical pictu• s and data "capita lize 
on our tine Pontiac heritage and add :1 
sperial fee lin g o t' nos talgia ... I hope 
yo u lind our 1977 Prod uct Ca ta logue 
u;e ful ". ~e ful for wh at? Toilet training 
our pet baboon ?. The ca ta logue is a 
disgrace. a nd if M r. Vorhes had 
anything to d() with it he should be 
as hamed o f himse lf. Having practically 
grown up in Pont iacs (our father was a 
deale r for tift een years). and havi ng 
pa~' i on ate l y co ll ec ted Ponti ac lit erature 
liH· all these yea rs (accordin g to the Pon
tiac O akland Club Internationa l our 
Ponti ac 'a les litera ture co ll ec ti on i. the 
largest in exi tence). we don't know 
whethe r to laugh. r cry. or buy a 
,hotgun and catch the first bu~ for 
Michiga n. 
Ba~ i cally. the ca ta logue tries to rash-in 

on the current trend toward nosta lg ia
in ca r' a nd everything else- by mixing 
fac ts a nd drawings of old Pont iac with 
information on the 1977 's. The catalogue 
is beautifully done. It is one of the nicest 

they have put out in recen t yea rs. and 
they have issued some real beauti es 
before. But their llat -foo ted at tempt s to 
be " historical" a re so clum y as to be in 
~ ultin g to any true car buff. They a re so 
fa r o ut of rhcir league. and at the sa me 
time so proud o f thei r ineptitude. that we 
ca n' t esca pe the mental im age of a 
hopeless fat her trying to act "h ip" with 
his bewildered and cmbara~sed teen
age rs . It is not much of an exaggeration 
to sta te that practically every historica l 
refe rence they make is dead wrong. The 
ltst compi led thus far is as follows (new 
one keep turning up . and also. in case 
where errors arc repeated this lis t only 
in c lud e~ the first mention): 
Page~ 2 & 3. The " 1926" ern blem was 

first used a round 1948. The " 1926" car 
is a 1927 according to our 1926 and 1927 
lit era ture . The " 1935" car is a 1936. The 
1963 Grand Prix shown was OT the fir 
st Grand Prix (that was in 1962). Pontiac 
did not "pioneer" va ri able ratio power 
steering ; Cadillac . for one. had it as ea rl y 
as 1966. At least one . and possibly two. 
of the "1967" Firebirds depicted a re 
1968's. Since this is a ce lebrat ion of 
famous Ponti ac firsts. we ca nnot un 
derstand why they used a 1965 GTO . as 
1964 was the first yea r for that line. 
Likewise. the Hurst Shifter was standard 
first on the 1964 GTO . not the f965 as 
claimed. The " 196 " End ura bumper 
shown is from a 1970 car. And. finall y. 
Rarn Air induction was n ' t available until 
1967 according to our bes t information . 

Page 4. The " 1971" Grand Prix pic
tured is . in reality. a 1972 (take a close 
look a t the wheel covers). 

Page 55. The first station wagon was 
avai lable in 1937. not 1939. Also. 
mahogany panelling was not an option in 
1939. as cla imed . according to o ur in -
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formation. Further. it is clea rly implied 
th at the " PO TIAC - CH IEFOFTH E 
SIXES " key fob goes with the 1939 
wagon pictured . Actually. t hat sloga n 
was not issued after 1931. and neither 
was that key fob . 

In addition. there is a major in
consistency. On page 2 they state that it 
was in 1959 that Pontiac won the H RA. 
Darlington . etc .. races . On page f 7 they 
say it was in 1960. Which year was it? 
(We aren ' t sure . either . but we' re in 
clined toward 1960.) 

It is kind of appalli ng how ignorant 
these g uys are of even the recent history 
of their marque. If they cculdn't rattl e 
the data off the tops of thei r heads . the 
least they cou ld have done was to hire 
someone to resea rch it properly. But the 
point is . they shouldn ' t have to re ea rch 
most of it ; they shou ld KNOW it. How 
carl"they understand the pre;ent without 
understanding the past ? This is one of 
the big reasons Pontiac has been in 
troub le for the past few seasons: there 
isn ' t anyone arou nd there anymore who 
understands what a Pontiac is supposed 
to be. (We reall y believe you could walk 
into Pontiac's executive offices and as k 
the first exec you meet . "Who is Bunkie 
Knudsen ?" and he would rep ly, "Gee. I 
don 't know. He doesn't work in THIS of
fice!") The first requirement for em
ployement at the executive level in a ny 
car company should be a sincere LOVE 
for cars in general. and for that marque 
in particular. Instead. we have a bunch 
of accountants who couldn 't care less 
whether they are selling cars or orange 
juice squeezers . And the car show it! 

T he real tragedy is that Pontiac ac
tually does have a better line of cars in 
f 977 than they have offered in years. 
What they lack is a management team 
sensitive enough to realize what they've 
got. and market it properly. and build 
wisely upon this uccess for the future. 

In the mea ntime. we ge t out our 1977 
Pontiac ca ta logue from time to time. and 
look at the pretty pictures. But we don't 
read any of the text. That would be too 
painful! 

OUR NEW FORMAT SAH Committees 

In ord0r to cut typese tting costs and to 
help speed up pr oduc tion of the Nm/SLETTER , 
•1e ui·e [r>ing to t r y to use typevrri tten 
c opy , l' 6dt.tc ed to a r eas onabl e s ize . \'fr'.ile 
th is styln is not ns neat and attractive as 
we mi. l)hL Hish , it shou ld servo our purposes 
nearly as well , 

Your eomment s a re welcome. JMP 

PUBLICATIONS: John M. Peckham. Richard B. 
Brigham and Frederick D. Roe. 

PRESERVATION OF MATERIAL: Jerrrey I. 
Godshall. George Hanley. R. Perry Zavitz and 
George Tesar. 

FACTORY COORDINAT ON OF MATER PRESERVA-
~ Jeffrey I. Godshall Chrysler). George 
Hanley (GM), John Conde (AMC), Michael w. R. 
Davis . (Ford) & William Locke (International) 
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VIDEO-AHDIO-f:10VIE PRES ERVAT TON: Lee Kollina 
and John R. Olsen. 

INDEXING AND CATALOGING: Vernon W. Vogel. 

OfiAL HISTORY RECORDING: Eleanor Paton. 

ROSTER OF MAKFS AND MANUFACTURERS: Stanley 
K. Yost, Frederick D. Roe and R. Wawrzyniak 
(Trucks Chairman) • 

t!ESERVATI ON OF STRUCTURES i 
vis and David Lewis. 

Michael w. R. 

PUBLICITY: .David W. Brownell and John M. 
Peckham. 

LIBRARY: G. Marshall Naul. 

PRESS RELEASE GATHERING: David W. Brownell. 

~X-LAWS: John M. Peckham, Frederick Soule, 
rthur Lee Homan, Keith Marvin and Frederick 

D. Roe. 

STANDARDS &: DEFINITIONS: To be named 

NOMINATING: To be named 

AWARDS: To be named 

FUND RAISING: To be named 

The NEWSLETTER would appreciate hearing from 
the various committee chairmen. We wil l be 
glad to publish your reports, comments, sug
gestions and pleas. In addition, any member 
inte~sted in areas covered by these com
mitte6s is encouraged to contact the Chair
rna~. Nny and all help will be more than 
welcome 

The Mall Bag 

us rece ve A 
, an enjoyed the analys is of "Mystery 

Car" failures. I also bel ieve the 1 0dd-ball 1 

section will encourage questions of the type 
seen (and often answered) in older issues of 
the NEWSLETTER. As my own "Questions In 

~(Jie Society ffl NEWSLETTER ~~-- ~~ Au~omo.tive 
~ H1stonans 

The SAH NEWSLETTER Is publ ished ten times a year by the 
Society of Automotive Historians , Inc., John M. Peckham , 
Editor . Editorial Office: 675 Plnewoods Avenue Road, Troy, 
NY 12180. 
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VICE-PRESIDENT 
Michael Lamm 
P.O. Box 7607 
Stockton, CA 95207 

TREASURER 
Frederick D. Roe . 
837 Winter Street 
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Search of Answers", I have the names of some 
Loa Angeles area firms which presented t~em
aelves as vehicle manufacturers, but I am un
able to pin down the vehicle name used or in
tended. I have searched Georgano•s Encyclo
pedia and commercial vehicle books, Doyle's 
(1962) and A-Q•s 1775 book under all words in 
the firm name, and also under the last name 
or all company officers. 

Autos: 
~r Front Drive Corporation - 1926 
Elec'trical Construction Co., Inc. - 1905/06 
Hydraulic Motor Company - 1915 (not same 

company name, officers or location as 
Hydraulic Motor Truck Co.) 

Milton Manufacturing Co. - 1914 
Morrow Mercury Motor Car Manufacturing Co. -

1912 
Shephard Auto-Engine Company - 1904, 1905 
Western Imperial Electrics - 1915 

Trucks/Coml 
Centipede Motors, Ltd. - 1932, 1933 
Curtis Manufacturung Company - 1932 
Homer Motors Company - 1914, 1915 

Race Cars! 
Jack Landon - 1926, 1927 
Cragar Corporation, Ltd . (Crane Gartz, 

Harlan Fengler) - 1932, 1933 

I am presently wo~king on references regard
ing such well-known California makes as the 
products of Rotary Products, Fouch Bros., 
Franco-American, Ful-Ton, Hydraulic Truck, 
Merlo &: Boulanger, Mission, Smith Brothers, 
Stewart and Union. Also, I will attempt a 
sort or matrix of the persons involved in the 
various firms over the years to help clarify 
the beginnings or terminations of any partic-
ular. endeavor. · 

Keep the NEWSLETTER coming, the info on 
vehicles of non-USA origin is a difficult 
item to find, or e·ven know of. The book 
reviews are also more helpful than those in 
the usual hobby-related magazines. 

From OWen R. Goodrich; Seeing the note in 
the December 1976 SAH NEWSLETTER brought back 
memories of 1912 to me. I worked for the 
Avery Co. at one time and have clear recol
lections of Avery trucks running around my 
home town, Peoria, Ill. The merchants in 
Peoria used them at that time to deliver 
their merchandise. · 

At that time the Avery Co. was one or 
Peoria's biggest industries and received a 
lot ·of attention when they built what was 
then a modern factory building out in Avery
ville, a suburb of Peoria. 

The Avery Co. was well known in farming 
communities for their big "Bull Dog" steam 
tractors (before the time of modern tractors) 
and "Yellow Fellow" thrashers. It was a 
common sight to see these out on farms at 
harvest time. 

I worked one summer school vacation time 
as a moulder in the Avery foundry making . 
castings for the thrashers. 

There is another interesting part or tnis 
story. J.B. Bartholomew was at one time 
President of the Avery Co. and the Bartholo
mew Co. that made Glide automobiles from· 
1903 to 1920 in Peoria. I drove my father's 
Glide for a year or more. At the end of 



.... 

World Har I, the Avery Co. and the Bartholo
mew Co. merged. 

J.B. Bartholomew's son was in high school 
when I was. I was always jealous or him be
cause he drove a special built Glide sport 
car painted a wild purple color. 

I lived a short distance rrom the rirst 
Glide ractory. At that time they assembled 
the chassis and then road tested it down the 
street in rront or our house. I can smell 
that castor oil they used in their crank 
cases yet. I can remember clearly going 
through the ractory during an "Open House". 
That building now belongs to and is used by 
Bradley University. This building (the rirst 
Glide ractory) is on Bradley Ave. in Peoria. 
Over the rront door or this building , carved 
in marble, is the inscription "Duryea Hall''. 
Charles Duryea lived a short distance rrom 
the building when he buirt what people in 
Peoria consider the "rirst practical auto
mobile in America". I remember my rather 
telling, at the time, about Mr. Duryea asking 
him to invest in a company to build his car. 
The newspapers in Peoria used to publish a 
rull page story about Duryea once a year or 
more. 

The Glide company moved their ractory 
operations to buildings in Peoria Heights. I 
have visited this plant too. These buildings 
are now used by Pabst ror tl').eir "Blue Ribbon 
Beer" operations. This activity has made 
Peoria Heights quite prosperous. 
· ·so you see the story or your Avery truck 
is tied in with the story or Avery steam 
trac.tors, thrashers, the Glide automobile and 
even Charles .Duryea. 

(Thl above letter was sent to Donald Lubitz, 
or Hanolulu, who had requested some Avery 
inrormation. Ed.) 

s er ar n t e 
tried Studebaker? 

The N.A.C.C. "Handbook or Automobiles, 
1921", shows a Studebaker Light Six Touring, 
and the only difrerence I can see between 
this. and your mystery car are the height or -
the scuttle and the rake of the steering 
column, both changes you would expect in re
designin~ a car for commercial use. And, of 
course, S" ror Studebaker on the hub-caps. 

(Ed: I agree with Mr. Brooks ror the most 
part, but did Studebaker use an "S" on their 
hub-caps, or did they use their emblem of a 
wheel with Studebaker across it! The render 
line, both front and rear, seem to match the 
Studebakers of the 1916 to 1920 period. I 
doubt that it is on their 1000 lb. delivery 
truck chassis, since it had 3/4 eliptio rear 
springe, and this one has aemi-eliptios. Nor 
are several other details the same as on the 
standard delivery truck. However, there is 
no reason that it could not be a passenger 
car chassis) 

as it was smetimes known. Matt Moreland 
was Superintendant of both makes at one 
time.. Later he would build great trucks 
and send them all over the world, first at 
the factory on No •. Main St. at the Los 
Angeles River Crossing, later in Burbank. 
This make lasted longer than any other veh
icle made in California - 1912-1941. 

There is a 2 cylinder Tourist running 
and going on tours with the Horseless 
Carriage Club of America. Dave Rice and 
his wire have attended many tours in the 
Tourift• His address is 1508 West 12th 
St., os Angeles, CA 90015. Bill Kirk 
and I helped restore it rrom a basket case. 

There was a car and truck called. the 
Tourist made in Germany and it was a three 
wheeler - 1910-1914. 

Then there was the Royal Tourist. My 
old friend Floyd Clymer drove one to many 
meets of the HCCA. Also, a model or the 
Century was called the Tourist in 1903. 
It's odd but it's a name that in the early 
days meant something, like the Overland-er, 
the Pathrinder, the Reader, the Pullman, 
etc. 

I know ror a ract it was a well built 
and sturdy car, not blessed with too much 
power, low on braking on hills, and it 
overheated like all - the rest or its ilk. 
We never actually owned one, but had 
friends that did. We drove 2 1906 Queens 
for many years as touring cars and a week 
day truck in our sheet metal business. 

I have the cast script ror both the 
Durocar and the Tourist. 

Calirornia produced many cars and trucks 
over the years; the Hall, Fageol, Scott, 
the Holt tractor, the Homer Laughlin VB, 
the Perfex, etc. 

Members In Print 
Members InPrint is a little dirferent this 
time. First, we would like to let the SAH 
membership know that David Brownell is now 
the Editor of Cars & Parts magazine. His 
former position as Editor of Old Cars news
paper has been filled by another SAH member, 
Terry Boyce. Vle wish them both well. 

Next, Henry Austin Clark, Jr., is in 
print in the March issue of Road & Track. 
In this case, however, he has been written 
about. Wade Hoyt did a great piece and 
almost everything he said is true. 

Last, but far from least, Bill Jackson 
has 'become a fa i rly regular contributor to 
Motor Trend, doing "In Retrospect" articles. 
Besides doing the ·writ i ng, Bill's excellent 
photographs are used to illustrate the cars 
he is talking about. 

It would be appreciated if the members 
would inrorm the Editor of the publication 
or their works. The rest of the membership 
is always interested, and it gives you an 
opportunity to toot your own horn. 

Miscellany 
Dick Larrowe, or Corbett, Oregon has sent 
photos or the new Frei~htliner nameplate. 
The company was starte in 1939 in Salt Lake 
City, Utah and went out or business in 1942, 
only to be revived in 1946 and moved to 
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Portland, Oregon. In 19$1, the company 
started to produce the lolhite-Feightliner 
truck • . Under settlement of a marketing dis-

_pute announced on Feb. 18, 1977, Freightliner 
will continue to provide ~~ite dealers with 
White-Freightliner nameplates until December 
7th of this year. After that date, Freight~ 
liner has set up their own dealer network to 
market trucks bearing only that name. Another 
marque becomes history. 

As many of us do, D.J. Kava, in doing 
research on one make, turned up a news
paper article on a totally different one. 
Since such articles take a lot of effort to 
fin~ when you are looking for it, Mr. Kava 
felt that someone might be interested in 
the one he found. It appeared in the Auto
mobile Section of the September 24, 1916, 
San Francisco Chronicle. 

Ray Harroun to Build Cars; Company Formed 

Former Speed King Organizes a Motor Car 
Concern 

Negotiations which have -been in progress 
tor months have come to a focus in the 
tiling of articles by the Harroun Motor 
Corporation, which has been formed to build 
and market a sensational new car designed 
by Ray Harroun, former international race 
champion, but more recently chief engineer 
ot the Maxwell Motor Company. 

The Harroun Motors is a Delaware corp
oration, with capital stock of $10,000,000. 
Large financial interests in New York, 
Philadelphia and Chicago have underwritten 
the stock issue. 

For nearly a year Harroun and his assoc
iates have been preparing for their entry 
into big quantity manufacturing. They have 
maintained a miniature automobile factory 
in the Dodge Power building in Detroit, and 
there manufactured the first models of the 
new car which has been for several months 
under test, and has developed remarkably 
high efficiency. 

Automobiles of New York 
It has taken 2S years, but at last it's 
don eJ Well, that's not quit right. It's 
nearly done. vfuat am I talking about? 
Charlie Bishop's Automobiles of New York 
is what. 
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This is one of the most fascinating 
pieces done on automotive history. It is 
no Americans at Le Mans or Cars of' Canada, 
but it is a book that will be of great 
interest, not only to those interested in 
vehicles built in New York State, but to 
those who find automotive history, in 
general, a fascinating subject. 

vfuy should the Automobiles of New York 
be something for everybody? It's simple . 
Its scope covers the cars of the Empire 
State: the makes with import represenatives 
in the state; companies who considered 
building cars or trucks in the state; 
those who were just passing through; and 
those who just had a dream. 

For those across the Pond, Berliet, 
FIAT , Mercedes , Colthard, DeDion, Mors 
and Cammer are a feH of the overseas 
represntatives whose names crop up. 

Any number of other states can be 
tallied up with companies who started in 
New York State and moved to other states, 
or vic e versa; thought about moving to · 
or from New York; or, possibly , an officer 
slept in a New York hotel. 

In other words , i.f it had anything to 
do with New York, it should be listed. 

This 99 page book opens all sorts of new 
areas for research, and many members may 
already be able to clarify some of the 
fuzzy points on ,the more obscure makes . Any 
additions, cor~ections, clarifications or 
general comments will be welcome, and will 
be published in the NL as they come in. 

Copies of Automobi l es of New York may be 
had for $10 (make checks payable to the 
Society of Automotive Historians) from G. 
Marshall Naul, Stublyn Rd., Rt. 2, 
Granville Ohio 43023 

To s tart the ball rolling on additions , 
clarifications , etc ., I submit the follow
ing items . These are pr:i.lfla rily in the. 
clar:i.fication and additional information 
category. 1•1hile I have not listed my 
referenc es , they usual ly consist of legal 
documonts , contcltlp orsry artic les and books, 
persona l intorviews ar.d various forms of' 
sales literature. Th is las t i t em is often 
the l ca5t ac curate of th~ bunch. .T!1P 

A.B.C. 
-"Arthur-Boynton Corp., 12 Pine St. Albany, NY 
1921-1922. Incorporated in Deleware, July 21, 
1921. George L. Boynton was Pres. and Lee Arthur 
was Secy./Treas. They may have built a proto
type, but it is unlikely. 

ALLEN-KINGSTON 
(Additional note; see Peckham) 

ALXO 
~robably a typo tor Aloo (considering the 
·placement of the letters X and C on the type
writer) 

AMERICAN 
There was an American Motors Corp. in Troy, 

NY. I think that Keith Marvin can till in the 
gap on this one. 

AMERICAN-LaFRANCE (tire apparatus and trucks) 
American-LaFrance F!Pe Engine Co., Elmira, NY, 

1904 to date. (See corpQrate name changes at end 
ot article.) 

originally the name appeared as La France, 
with a apace between the first and second parts 



or the name, but was changed to the one word con
figuration, LaFrance, before the company started 
to build motor vehicles. 

In January of 1902 , the American Fire Engine 
Co,, The LaFrance Fire Engine Co,, and Thomas 
Manning Jr. & Co,, combined to form the Inter
national Fire Engine Co,, with headquarters in 
New York City, The LaFrance plant remained in 
Elmira, In 1903, the I.F.E Co. built its first 
steam propelled chemical/hose truck. About four 
were built in 1903/04 and should be listed under 
the name LaFrance, by which t hey were known, In 
January of 1964 the company was reorganized as 
the American-LaFrance Fire Engine Co, Head
quarter s were moved to Elmira , 

About 1905 or 1905 the company constructed a 
small ~hemical truck on a greatly modified 
Packard, Model 'L' chassis, The only one built 
was sold to Boston, Mass, in 1907. In 1909, as 
many as five Simplex chassis were purchased and. 
fitted wi th chemical and/or hose truck bodies. 
In 1910 , American-LaFrance started production of 
their own gas oline propelled apparatus. 

Automotive and early truck production is 
covered under LaFrance, 

In 1920 , af ter a brief hiatus in truck manu
facturing , the company resumed production of 
commercial vehicles listed as 1921 American
LaFrance trucks. In 1923, however, truck build
ing operations were moved to Bloomfield, NJ, and 
were no longer, strictly speaking, a concern or 
'Automobiles of New York', 

In the late 1 20s, the company had some con
nection with Stewart trucks and Step-N-Drive 
deliTery vans (probably as sales agents. 

There is no corporate connection with Ward 
La France (there is a space in the last name-in 
this case). Ward La France was a brother who 
left the c ompany to go into the automobile sales 
and repair business, and later started to build 
trucks. 

Corporate name changes are: 
Inte~ational Fire Engine Co. - 1902 
Ameri~an-LaFrance Fire Engine Co, - 1904 
Americmn-LaFrance and Foamite Corp. - 1927 
America~-LaFrance and Foamite Industries, Inc. 
- 1928 (Believed to be a sales organization) 
American-LaFrance-Foamite Corp. - 1936 (American 

LaFrance and Foamite Industries, Inc. merged 
with this corporation in 1938). 

American LaFrance Corp ., Division of Sterling 
Precision Corporation - 1955 (note that the 
hyphen was dropped at this t ime) 

American LaFrance, Division of "Automatic" 
Sprinkler Corporation of America - 1966 

American LaFrance, Division of A-T-0 Inc - 1969 
(This was just a name change from "Automatic" 
Sprinkler to A-T-0) 

The company has also built buses, armored veh
icles, parking meters and playground equipment. 

AMER ICAN MERCEDES 
Daimler Manufacturing Co., Long Island City 

NY, 1904-1907. This company was founded in 1BA9 
as the Daimler Motor Co,, Steinway, LI (part of 
Long Island City). This company never built a 
road vehicle, but did import some, The corpor
ation was not part of the Steinway Piano Co ., 
although William Steinway was its founder, He 
died in 1896 and in April of 1897 the company was 
reorganized as the Daimler Mfg. Co, It started 
to build trucks i n 1900, under the name Daimler, 
and continued through 1903. Production of the 
American Mercedes was started in October 1903, as 
1904 models. The factory was burned in February 
1907, and product ion ceased. 

BELLA MORE 
The Bellamore Armored Car & Equipment Co., 286 

5th Ave,, New York City, 1910. Built bodies only. 
These were actually mobile offices, rather than 
armored cars as we know them. 

Boryton, Arthur, Corp. 
see I.s.c.) 

CARHART 
Racine, Wisconsin, 1873. John Wesley Carhart, 

a Methodist Minister, built his steam vehicle in 
Wisconsin. He had been a minis ter in Troy, NY, 
before moving to Waterford, NY, which is in 
Saratoga County, He had been t inkering with 
steam engines for years, and may have had a boil
er built by the Button Fire Engine Co. or Harry 
Gaunt, both of Waterford. I believe, however , 
that his vehicle was built ent i rely in Wiscons in. 
He moved there in 1871. · 

The Racine Journal (5/7/1873) states that it 
was built during the winter or '72/'73 in a small 
workshop on the property or George Slauson, Other 
sources have stated that some or the castings 
were made by J.I, Case, the farm implement manu
facturer. 

CHRISTIE 
Christie never built fire engines, just the 

tractors tor them. 

DAIMLER 
(Sea American Mercedes) 

DE LA VERGNE 
Tbis company's early automobiles were modified 

Benz cars. 

DUOOEON 
The 1857 Dudgeon was considerably different 

from the 1860 version. The accompanying engrav
ing shows the 1857 Dudgeon, named •Morning'. 

FISHER 
~ 234 E. Broadway, New York City address is 
a residence, although he undoubtedly used his 
home as an office, too, Actually, John Kenrick 
Fisher was a successful artist with an interest 
in steam carriages. Hia f irst vehicle was built 
in 1840, possibly with Paul Rapsey Hodge, Hodge 
built the first steam f ire engine in the United 
States at that time, and it bears a grea t simil
arity to Fisher's vehicle. Could the Col. Hoe, 
mentioned by Bishop, be a continuation of a 
typog~aphical error for Hodge! 

Fisher's second vehicle was a hackney, 
started in 1852 and completed in 1853, It was 
built by his company, The American Steam Carriage 
Co. This was, apparently, the first company 
organized in New York State with the s ole purpose 
ot building what might be called an automobile. 
Only one was built. 

His third steam carriage was built in 1859. 
~e claimed that it would cover a measured mile, 
on loose gravel, at a speed of 22.5 mph. This waa 
a T~ry handsome, ten passenger vehicle. 

There is an indication in an 1869 issue or the 
New York Times, that he built another Tehicle in 
that year. 

Fisher designed the chassis for three Lee & 
Larned , self-propelled fire engines, built in 
1858 and 159 (see Lee & Larned). 

FITCH 
---s?ort and Utility Motors, Ino. 31 B. Post Rd., 
~ite Plains, NY, 1950. Ford V-8 engine, FIAT 
chassis, modified Crosley Hotshot body. Only one 
built. Ref: Personal interview with bu i lder. 
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GAGGENAU 
Just to correct a typo - it should read Made by 

Benzwerke-Gaggenau, 

GAS OLINE-HYDRAULIC 
(See LaF'rance (trucks) ) 

GEM 
~em Auto Truck Corp,, Watervliet, NY, 1920, 
Incorporated in Delaware, Dec, 9, 1919 . A photo 
of a drawing of the plant exists, as does a blue
print of the engine and a stock certificate. A 
photo of the prototype was reported to be in an 
antique shop, but was gone before I got to it, 
The engine had been designed by Charles F, 
He rreshoff for his abortive Herreshoff Light Car, 

G, V. MrnCEDES 
General Vehicle Co,, Long Island City, NY, 

1914-1917? This was a make, not a model, it was 
a normal Mercedes gasoline truck, not an electric 
or petrol/electric, 

!IARVARD 
Pioneer Motor Car Co,, 17 First St. Troy1 NY, 

1915< Harvard-Pioneer Motor Car Corp,, 17 ~st 
St. Troy, NY, 1916-1919 ; Harvard Motor Car Co,, 
17 let St,, Troy, NY, 1919; Harvard Motor Car 
Co., Hyattsville, MD , 1920-1921, Started out to 
be the Herreshoff Light Car (1914) . Herreshoff 
left Troy in a hurry, leaving the prototype be
hind, Production of the Harvard was started in 
1915 on Poplar Terrace in Troy, and five were 
built there, Production was move d to Hudson 
Falls, NY, in a building which also housed the 
Adirondack Motor Car Co,, an automobile dealer
ship, which was owned by an officer of the H-P. 
M. C, Co, There was no other corporate con
nect i on, and the address remained - 17 1st st., 
Troy, The cars were buil t for export to the 
South Pacific, About 25 are believed to have 
been built before the company was sold to a 
Hy ttsville, MD group in late 1919. I can find 
no .ndication that the new company was ever 
incor~orated in Maryland, New York or Delaware. 

HERR~HOFF 

Herreshoff Light Car Co,, 17 First St., Troy, 
NY, 1914. Mechanicville, NY (no 1 s 1 in the name) 
address was that of the proposed factory. Only a 
prototype was built (see _ Harvard), 

HODGE 
---paul Rapsey Hodge built his steam fire engine 
in 1840/41. It had power supplied to the rear 
wheels, but had no steering mechanism and still 
had to be pulled by horses, J. K. Fisher may 
have had a connection with Hodge, Hodge, by the 
way, was an Englishman, and returned to England 
several years later. 

JAMES 
---r-have found no contemporary evidence that 
1v, T, James ever built anything but railroad 
locomotives. 

KINGSTON MFG. CO . 
Probably trolley trucks, (see Peckham ) 

LaFR AN CE (automobiles) 
International Fire Eng ine Co, , New York Ci ty, 

NY,. l 903 ; American-LaFrance Fire Engine Co,, 
~mira, NY , laOS, 1910 , 1916! The I.F . E, Co , 
built at least one, and posaibly three, auto
mobiles under the LaFrance name in 1903. It is 
reported that belt drive was experimented with, 
as was the five cylinder Rowe engine, but neither 
were adopted, In 1905/06 at least one r oadster 
was built , A batch of three cars was built in 
1010, one of which exists at A-T-0 I nc,, in 
Willoughby, Ohio, Finally, about 1916, the 
c ompany built some Chief's care based on a Buick 
roadster, However, it is not certain if the 1910 
and 1916 care were called LaFrance or American
LaFrance. 

LaFRANC E (fire apparatus) 
International Fire Engine Co,, New York City, 

NY, 1903; American-LaFrance Fire Engine Co,, 
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Elmira, NY, 1904, Four combination chemical/hose 
trucks were built with the LaFrance name, They 
were steam propelled, 

LaFRANCE (trucks) 
Amerlcan-LaFrance Fire Engine Co. , Elmira, NY, 

1910-1916? About the same time as the intro
duction of American-LaFrance fire eng i nes in 
1910, production was started on two types of com
mercial vehicles. One was a standard style truck, 
while the other used the Manly Hydraulic Drive, 
These were sold by the Gasoline-Hydraulic Sales 
Co ., hence some confusion in the name, It is 
difficult to ascertain when either went out of 
production , but the former is not listed in 1912, 
and the latter appears as late as 1916, 

Truck production was resumed in 1920 as 
American-LaFrance, 

LEE &. LARNED 
Novelty Iron Works, New York City , NY. In 

1858 and 1859, Lee &. Larned built three self
propelled, steam fire engines, The boilers 
were designed by Wellington Lee; the engine s by 
John A. Reed; the pumps by J . C. Cary; and the 
chass is by J.K, Fisher, Construction took place 
at the Nove lty Iron Works. Two of the engines 
were us ed for several ye ars by the N,Y.F.D, while 
the third was sold to Philadelphia, PA. Named 
•southwark', it was driven the last 20 miles over 
the road into Phi ladelphia. It was returned to 
L & L as unsatisfactory, and probably renamed 
'Niagara', acc ounting for the belief that four 
engines were bu il t. 

LINN 
---rinn Manufactur,ing Co,, Morris, NY, 1916-
1950s?; Linn Coac h&. Truck Corp., Oneonta, NY, 
circa 1950, Best known for their half-track 
trucks. Became part of LaFrance-Republio Corp, 

MAN!IATTAN 
532-540 Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn, NY, 1903. 

Actually, this should be John Montville's baby, 
but I have a catalog, date stamped Jan. 28, 1904, 
showi ng the completed bus, so it is obvious that 
the 1903 date is most likely. 

MERCEDES 
(See American Mercedes; Daimler; G,V, Mercede~ 

NEW YORK 
New York Car &. Truck Co, (see Peckham) 

PECKHAM 
Peckham Truck Co.; Peckham Street Car Wheel&. 

Axle Co,; Peckham Motor Truck &. Wheel Co,; 
Peckham Mfg. Co,; New York Car&. Truck Co,, all 
built trolley trucks, not commercial vehicles. 

Allen-Kingston was built in the former Peckham 
f actory. 

PLASS 
~ass was one of the biggest liars in the early 
automotive field, and tried to take credit for 
many things, most of which were not deserved, (See 
Fisher; and Lee &. Larned) . Also, the semi-self 
prpoelled steam fire engines built by Latta in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, had nothing to do with Plass qr 
Fisher or Lee &. Larned, La~ta's first self-Pro
pelled apparatus was built in 1852, four years 
before Lee& Larned, 

REED 
~ohn A, Reed (see Lee &. Larned) designed and 
built three steam road wagons for Joseph Renshaw 
Brown of St . Paul, Minnesota, These were built 
in 1859, 1862 and 1870, The last one waa never 
run, except for tests in Reed's shop yard, 

STEINWAY 
I n conversations and correspondence with the 

Steinway f amily, there was never any indication 
that they built any other automobiles than the . 
American Mercedes and Daimler trucks, 

WARD LA FRANCE 
Elmira, NY. Had no direct connection with 

American-LaFrance or LaFrance vehicles, 



' .. 
WEEBER 
---on8' car and parts of two others exist 1n the 
New York State Museum warehouse. Built only 
one-off cars. 

IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE: 

FRYE 
~verland Traction Engine Co., Brooklyn, NY, 
1864. Jesse Frye completed and tested a four
wheel-dr iv·e traction engine. It was designed 
primarily for use on the common roads and for 
crossing the prairies, In 1866, a prospectus 
was published f or the Fort Riley & Santa Fe 
Steam Traction Co., with the intention of oper
ating Frye's machines in the west. Nothing 
ever came of it. John A. Reed built the pumps 
for Frye's traction engine. 

MANN 
---rulton Iron Works , River St. near Madison Ave, 
Troy, NY, 1859. Charles F. Mann built and oper
ated a half-track type of steam vehicle, with one 
steering wheel and two tracks, in the city of 
Troy. Apparently, Mann died in 1860, and nothing 
more was done with the vehicle, 

Walton Special 

In issue # 50 ( Dec, 1976 ) we ran a pieQe on 
the Walt on Special , by D.J. Kava, and for
g ot to run the photograph with the article. 
We are very sorry for t hi s bit of stupidity 
and will try to ma ke u p for it by reprint
ing t he ar t icle and including the picture . 

The Walton Special first came to light when a friend was given 
the enclosed photograph by the widow of an early Dallas Hudson 
dealer \ It appeared in the national Hudson Club publication in 
January', 197 1 and was identified by a reader from a full page ad 
displayed"in Motor World's January 2, 1918 issue . The ad stated, 
"Progressi"e dealers will sell distinctive body styles this spring." 
They offered The Walton Special, patented on August 7, 1917 and 
built by the Walton Body Company , 155 Avenue D , New York 
Ci ty . An almost identical profile view was provided except the 
spare tire was not in place. 

My inquiry to the patent office resulted in a form letter with
out information. The su bject was dropped until the past year when 
1 once again took up the subject with the help of John Thomas of 
Buffalo, New York. He provided two more items to the pool of 
information. First off, the body was indeed patented on August 
7,1917. The patent was filed by Wirt M. Walton of New York City 
on April 7, 1917 . The patent , 160580, was considered an "orna
mental design for an automobile body. " Fron the New York Cor
porations Bureau came the information that the Walton Body 
Company, Inc . was filed on February 3, 1916 in ew York Cou nty 
and was dissolved by proclamation published December 16 , 1929 . 

This effort was apparently the result of an independent con
cern to capitalize on Hudson's winning speedway image. The bulge 
on the hood most likely indicates that the car used the dual car
buretion like the factory racers. The 1917 Hudson production 
consisted of an incredible var iety of models including chauffeur 
driven town cars and landauets and the Springfield built Touring 
Sedan. However a body number list only indicates two roadsters 
were built in 1917. (One went to the Swedish Royal Household 
along with 14 other Hudsons.) o roadsters were produced in 19 18. 
There was perhaps a limited sporting market for a fast two seater 
Super Six. Can anyone shed more light on the subject? 

Mystery Car 
December's Mystery car seems to have been 
as easy to identify as the Corbin in issue 
#38. Dick Brigham was the first to nail 
it as a 1905 Elmore, Hodel II. Dick points 
out the verification may be f ound on page 
115 of the Dover reprint of the Handbook of 
Automobiles 1 190~, 1905 , 1906 (or page 31 
of the orig~nal 1905 HGA). 

My brain must not have been in gear when 
I tried to identify it before the NEWS
LETTER was published, since I have the 
Dover reprint, too, and never looked in it. 

Speaking of the Dover reprints, they 
have produced three volumes of reproduc
tions of the Handbook of' Gasoline Auto
mobiles covering 1904, 1905, 1906; 1915, 
1916; and 1925, 1926,. These are very well 
done1 and are well worth the $5 .00, $4.00 
and ~5.00, respectively. In addition, 
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Clymer Publications has done 1909; 1912; 
1914; 1918; and 1927 in the $3.00 to $4.00 
range ·, and Karl~W. Barnes has reprinted 
1908 at $2.SO. The Clymer volumes are not 
as well printed as the Dover books, but are 
still eminently satisfactory. Unfortun
ately, ·r hav'€1 not seen the Barnes book. 

In talking with Tom Warth of Classic 
Motorbooks, he informed me t~at the Clymer 
1912 and 1927 are no longer in print, and 
the 1909 and 1914s are ify. 

For the most part, it is foolish to pay 
the skyhigh prices being asked for the 
originals, when, for general reference, 
these reprints will serve just as well. 
For those interested in obtaining the vol
umes still available, SAH member Tom Warth 
should be able to supply them through his 
firm, Classic Motorbooks, P.O. Box 1, 
OsceQla, Wisconsin 54020; or by calling 
800-~26-6600 at any time, day or night. 

At this writing , Bill Lewis of Anaheim, 
California, Thcmas J . 1•1atson of Rincon, 
P'Jer-c;o Rico, and ?.ussel E. Stadt of Gr and 
Rapids , Michiean , have also identified the 
El:'Tlore . 

r.Then is a Mystery Car not a Mystery Car! 
In the next issue of the NL we'll show you. 
vle 1ve go t three (or maybe four) automobiles 
and a truck, all of the same make, and we 
know the make and city of manufacture, but 
the usua l lists just don't match any thing 
with the name in question, at the time or 
plac e , or of the type of car. 

Coming up, we have several other Mystery 
Cars and Trucks of considerable interest. 
I do .bt that any will be as easy to ident
ify a~ the Elmore. 

New Members 
1~i.1-l •1Li';i)i.R::i up to date, including some who were left 
out previously. With the publication of an up to 
date dembership Directory expected next month in a 
new format, the new meffiber list will be issued as a 
supplementary page for the directory, and this will 
be the last time th&;t it will appear in the l~ewslettEt'. 

Roderick H Small Iafrates Fredericks 
130 Chittaway Rd 2015 Hanelon St 
Ourimbah 2258 NSW Lansing Ml 48910 
Australia 
Lt. Col. A. L. Corcoran Jr. 
3612 Corkwood Dr. 
Dayton OH 45424 

Roger J. Williams 
Norse Chain Div. 
Borg Warner Corp. 
Ithaca NY 14850 
M G Brush 
429 N Hawkins Ave 
Akron CH 44313 

Frank H Starr 
1619 168th .Ave NE 
Bellevue Wash. 98008 

Hichael D Besch 
10412 West Birch Ave 
Hilwaukee Wise 53225 

Richard C W Percy 
663 Colinet St 
Coquitlam B.C. V3J 4X3 
Canada 
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Carl Hungness 
Box 24308 
Speedway I N 46224 

Bruce R Owen 
Schwitzer Eng ineered 
Components 
1125 Brookside Ave a:,x 8Q.B· 
Indianapolis IN 46206 

Bill Franson 
4291 Van Dyke Place 
San Diego CA 92116 

P James Kurapka 
36 Overbrook Road 
Catonsville MD 21228 

Edwin S Tolliver 
Route lO Box 325 P 
Statesville NC 28677 

Kenneth L Craft 
27079 Butternut Ridge Rd 
Horth OLmsted OH 44070 

Miscellany 
Historians, restorers and trivia nuts will 
have one o·f those weird items to contend 
with in years to come. It's all those 
Oldsmobiles with Chevy engines. 

A batch of 1977 Delta 88s were built with 
Chevrolet ong1.nes when Olds ran out of 
their 0'..'11 and substituted the lower priced 
spread. It's too early to predict whet the 
l egal outcome of this will be, but I'll bet 
that Ol ds wins. I don't know about their 
literature , but t here usually is a note 
that sta t e s that t he compan y may make 
changes and subs ti tuti ons without notice. 

Anyv1ay , the Chey/Olds becomes an instant 
collector s item , and t he historian a hun
dred years from now get s a headache . 

:;AH i'U!:iLlC~!.l' lO•~::i 1U~U .bAC.l'( l.:i::iU~:.S 

~!.UTO.•iO'flVJ:. Hl:.fO!ft tU:.VIJ:.\-1 (// 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) ~1.50 ea. 

NEwSLETT~ ( # 5, 6, 7, 31, 33, 34 out of print) 
(# 3, 4, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, 39 limited numbers) 
All others in good supply. .50 ea. 
"MoToR's HISTUIUCAL rABL.t:: OF THE t>.UT01·:0BlLE I NDUSTRY" 
Reprinted in 1969 from the 1909 original. 1.50 ea. 

Order fz::om Fred Roe, 837Winter St. Holliston MA 01746 
make check to Society of Automotive Historians, Inc. 
N.t::W:>L.i::TTER I i~DEX fen! issues 1-45. ~4.00 . Order from 
Brigham Press, Box 1306, Harietta GA 30061. 

AUTOi•!OBlLES OF HEW YORK, 94 page research paper by 
Charles 1,1. Bishop. $10. 00 postpaid. Order from 
G. t1. Naul, Stublyn Rd. Rt 2, Granville, Ohio 43023, 
make check to 5ociety of Automotive Historians , Inc. 

WALL CHAKT OF 554 r~re name olates, makers plates & 
emblems. Reprintedy Harry ~ulfer from the original 
Eaton version in a six section fo~a~ _which measures 
about 19" x 30" when assembled. ~5 .35 postpaid from 
Fred Roe, address above. Sales benefit SAH treasury. 

David A Kolzow 
306 S West ::it 
Sandwich Ill. 60548 

Bill Longley 
PO Box 3654 
Tucson Ariz. 85722 

Ronald Peck 
6001 Canyon Rd 
Harrisburg PA 17111 

Robert P Atkinson 
7814 Knue !d 
Indianapolis IN 46250 

Dorothy M Ross 
Automotive Organization 
PO Box 1742 

Team Inc. 

l1idland NI 48640 

Hugh Ford 
16 Lake Blvd 
Trenton NJ 

Benjamin F Capwell 
~~rv-~1 View Terrace RD #1 
Tunkhannock PA 18657 

Classified Ads 

Angelo Tito Anselmi 
via Leopardi 18 
Milan Italy 20123 

Wil liam L Bailey 
820 Woodcrest Dr 
Royal Oak MI 48067 

SERVICES: Overseas restorers ••• FACTOR ••• Offer 
my service as your agent in securing vital parts 
for your project. Have world wide contacts. 
Research . solicited from my massive files. 
Specialize in badges, MotoMeters, Mascots. 
Folders of old car .advertisements. s.s.A.E. or 
International Reply Coupons for reply. ~{ri 
Pulfer, 2700 Mary Street, La Cresenta, Ca • 
m 


