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EDITORIAL COMMENT
" YOUR PRINT IS TOO SMALL." So begins a letter from a longtime member, who observes that SAH Journal is hard to read. He muses also
• that he suspects a large proportion of our readership is older than age sixtyfive, and may be more sensitive to this condition than the general populus. His
conce rn is va lid, and one that had occurred to me, too. I have nearly two
decades in which to reach my senior years, but I am sufficiently middle-aged
tha t the focal length to whatever I am trying to see or read is invariably wrong.
I have often pondered the question of type size as I have striven to achi eve a
balance between legibility and content.
Our Journal uses eight point T im es Roman type, the same size and
style which was in use when I took over the job of editing. My first concern
was to maintain co ntinuity , so changes in things lik e typography were left to
th e future. Perhaps the future is now.
Times R oman is, I am told , one of th e most readable type face s in
small sizes, so I would not propose any changes in type face . The more "arty"
faces like gothic and cubic have a cloying quality th at seems to constipate th e
eyeball early in any block of text (or so it seems to me). But a good ru le of
thumb, our printer te lls me, is that nine point type is the smallest that should
be used for material meant to be read for pleasure (you do derive pl easure
from SAH Journal, don 't you?). Our member contrasts the Journal to
Automotive History Review, which uses ten point type (and a narrower
column width) and which each of us would probably agree is much more
legibl e.
At thi s poi nt I should admit to a couple o f legibility prob lems in
recent issues th at compounded th e effect of the small type size. In SAH
Journal No. 135 th e type was set with too little lin e spacing, o r leading, wh ich
made it harder to read. We corrected this in issue number 136, but experienced a curious degeneration of type on two pages. T his seems to have come
from a malfunction of th e lase r printer used to produce the typeset o utput. We
think we've co rrected that problem , too, but will be vigi lant for any recurrence
in th e future .
We could increase th e type size of SAH Journal, but at some cost.
To keep th e sa me amount of content , we'd have to add pages to each issue (a nd
hence make it more costly). Conversely, we could keep each issue the same
size, and include less materia l in each one (about one eighth less, if my math
is accurate).
The problem with the bigger-is-better approach is that we are
currently keeping the Journal at the hairy edge of its "bracket ": each e ight
page issue weighs just under one ounce so th at it can be mailed economically
at first class. We use first class so that we can reach you with the news of the
Society while it 'sstill news, before it becomes history. Any increase in th e size
of the Journal no matter how slight, will result in major increases in cost , which
would probably translate to higher du es. The implica ti on of a ten-page
Journal (we have to grow in multipl es of two, a fter all) would be at least two
dollars a year pe r member. With regard to the idea of less content per issue,
I can on ly observe that in some issues I can barely shoehorn in the ma terial th at
rea lly should appear. This is particul a rly true of the November-December
issue, with minutes and reports of the annual meeting, and the March -April
or May-June issue, which invariably bears the minutes of the winter/spring
board meeting and the financial statement. With less content we run the ri sk
of maki ng th ese "all business" iss ues, with no " fun" or feature art icl es.
So how feel you, the memb ership? Are you finding the Journal
diffi cult to rea d? If so, how do you favor fixin g it: mo re pages (at hi gher cost) ,
or less cont ent per issue? Let me know how you fee l.
-Kit Foster

SOCAL CHAPTER FAIRE
The Society's Southern California Chapter will hold thei r ninth
annual Literature Fa ire and Exchange on Sund ay, June 28,1992 in Pasadena,
California. The faire , a literature and automobilia swap meet, will be held at
Pasadena Ci ty College, the same si te as in previous yea rs.
Meet chairman Jeff Minard expects th e meet to be larger th a n ever
before, and has made more vending space available. He reports th at ma ny of
last yea r's vendors have res-erved their spaces for this event, and tha t prospective ve ndors should con tact him early to ensure space availability. Contact
him at2808 Oa k, Manha ttan Beach, CA 90266 or call him at (310) 545-1070.
The action will start as soon as th e first vendors arrive, about 6:00
AM. No non-autom otive wares are all owed, nor is the sale of a uto mobil e
parts. Admission and parking, as always, are free.

MARKETTI TO HEAD BEHRING MUSEUM
SAH member Skip Mark etti has been name d director a nd chief
curator of the Behring Auto Museum in Danville, Californi a. The Behring
Museum, located at Blackhawk Plaza, a mercantile an d cultural ce nt er east o f
San Francisco, is devoted to motorin g hi story from all eras. It is opera ted by
the Behring-Hoffm an Educational Institute, affi li ated with the University of
Cal iforni a at Berkeley.
Ma rketti has bee n executiv e director of th e Auburn -Co rd Duesenberg Museum in Auburn , Indiana, si nce 1976. While at A -C-0 , he
managed the museum 's growth from a regio nal, marque-related facility to an
internationally-recognized automotive instituti on. The muse um 's current
display numbers 150 cars, and encompasses a cross section of the world 's
vehicl es, in addition to the Auburn , Co rd , and Duese nberg marques. Indi ana
motor cars feature pro mine ntly in the coll ecti o n o f vehicles, 121 of which a re
owned by the museum .
Prior to joi ning A-C-D , Marketti was associated with the former
Harrah collection in Reno . He and hi s wife Cathy, also a long-tim e A-C-D
staff member, move to California in April.

HOOSIER CHAPTER ELECTS
The Hoosier Heritage Chapter of SAH met on Saturday, Jan uary
18th , and e lected Skip Marketti of th e Auburn-Cord-DuesenbergMuseum as
new Chapter presi dent. Skip succeeds founding president Jack Martin . Also
elected were Jim Hoggatt, vice president; and Alan Conant, secretary/treasurer. Conant , H oggatt , a nd Tim Turn e r were named to th e Chapter's
Archival Committee.
The Hoosier Heritage C hapter will hold its next meeting on Saturday, April18, 1992 at the Connersville Library in Connersville, Indi ana. The
mee ting will begin at 10:30 AM. SAH members-at-large and persons interested in automotive history are invited to experience th e customary Hoosier
hospitality.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dea r Me mbers:
The wint er directors' meeting has been completed and newly
elected director (and our long-time editor) Kit Foster will share most of th e
details with you elsewhere in thi s Jo urnal. With regret we accept th e
resignation of director Strother MacMinn. A hearty thank you is ex tend ed to
Strother for his unselfish and welcome service to SAH. We are grat eful and
pleased to have worked with him.
Chester Haines, Jr. has accepted the post of managing our data base
and he is busily working on a program to transfe r all of th e SAH membership
records to a Microsoft Works software program. Chet expects to be on line
in a few weeks and when opera tional his efforts will enable SAH to track the
membe rs, their interests and publish a new updated membership directo ry.
We owe a great deal of thanks a nd appreciation to the fin e staff at
the Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Museum, who hosted our directors' meeting.
Always on han d to assist us with a chee rful smil e a nd anticipation of our needs
was Sue Sennren; o ur favorite tour director for "behind the scenes" look at
what makes A-C-D a fun place to visit is Matt Short; and if research is your
priority th en a visi t with friendl y Gregg Butte rm ore and his archives is truly
rewarding. T he new National Automotive a nd Truck Muse um is in the
capable hands of Hoosier He ritage Chapte r member, John Ma rtin Smith, and
John pe rmitt ed us to intrude on his restoration activities and provid ed us with
a loo k at th e past, present , and future plans for thei r new entity. Thanks, AC-D; we want to return agai n soon!
Director Helen Earley has graciously accepted the chair of the
Archives Committee and we are de li gh ted and look forward to her report of
activities. Th ank you, Taylor Vinson, for your excellent pla nning and supervision of the Committee during its formative years, truly a thoughtful and
helpful beginning. Stacey 1-Ianley will agai n chair th e hospital ity activities and
banquet planning for Hershey. Members and guests attending were pleasantl y surprised and complimen tary regarding her fine program last year, and
we thank yo u Stacey for your extra effo rts in be half of SAH.
I am pleased to report Paul Lashbrook will continue as chair of th e
silent auction this year. The 1991 sale was well recei ved and Paul is anx ious
to surpass last year's accepta nce. Jim Cox has agreed to ha ndle the fulfillm ent
responsibility, freeing Paul to concentrate on acquisition and sales. If you
have some hidd e n or duplicate treas ures wa nting to find a new hom e please
forward th em to Paul. The successful bidder a nd SAH will be gratefu l to yo u.
By the way, shipping those items today is not too soon!! Please ship to: Paul
H . Lashbroo k, SAH Silent Auction, 315 SE Seventh St. , Suite 200, Fort
Laude rdale, FL 33301 ........ a nd th ank yo u!
Please help your Society grow by taking the tim e to secure a new
membe r or two from your many friends a nd business associates.
Thank yo u.
-Jack L. Ma rtin
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DIRECTORS MEET AT A-C-D MUSEUM
The SAH Board of Directors held th eir win ter/spring 1992 meeting
on March 21, 1992 at the Auburn- Cord-Duesenberg Museum in Auburn ,
Ind iana. The business meeti ng was held in the museum 's restored Export
Departmen t offices; A-C-D coordinator for the visit was staff member Sue
Sennren.
After th e conclusion of th e meeting, board members and guests
were taken on a conducted tour behind the scenes at the museum by registrar
Matt Short. The visit ors we re shown the restoratio n-in-progress of Erret
Laban Cord 's private office , the acquisitions await ing display, and ve hicl e
sto rage areas. Archivist Gregg Buttermore conducted the group th rough the
a rchi ves, a nd explain ed th e muse um 's policies for resea rchers and reproducti o n of photographs an d oth e r hi sto rical material.
Following the museum tour, museum founder a nd SAH member
John Martin Smith showed the gro up the developi ng National Aut omotive
and Truck Museum, which is located behind th e A -C-D building. An e ntit y
independent of A-C-D, the NAT M was formed to acqui re and restore th e
former service building and L-29 building of th e Auburn Corpo ration. T he
goals of th e o rganiza ti on are to complete the build ing restorations a nd to
assemble displays covering all aspects and periods of United States motor
vehicles. The inte nt is fo r the NATM to become a complim e nt to A- C-D 's
focus o n Auburn , Cord, and Duesenberg history.

MEMBERS LET OFF STEAM
The March 30, 1992 issue ofAutoweek showcases a number ofSAH
members. Of particular interest is John Katz's article " Steamed Up Ove r
Speed," a feature on member Jim Crank's efforts to best Fred Marriot's 1906
record of 127.659 mph for the fastest official run under steam power. Katz's
chronicle of Crank 's work with th e steam powered " Spirit of Fiberfab," later
the "FlyingTeapot," and finally the record-setting "Steamin' D emon," makes
fascin ating reading. Capping off the issue is an " Escape Road" feature on th e
Stanley models H and K carryi ng th e by-line of SAH member Pat Foster. Pat
advises, however, it's a case of mistaken identity: the piece was actually
written by someone else and credited to him by some ed itorial breakdown.

FOSTER, COX NAMED DIRECTORS
Christopher G . (Kit) Foster, editor of SAH publications, was
elected to th e Societ y board of direct ors at the directors' meeting held Ma rch ,
21 , 1992. Foster, of Gales Ferry, Connecticut , was elected by the boa rd to fill
a vaca ncy created by th e resignation of Strother MacMinn. He will serve for
th e remai nder of MacMinn's third term on the board, which e nds in October
1993. Foste r previously served the Society as a direct or in 1987 and 1988. He
has been editor since January 1989, and will continue in that post.
Ja mes H . Cox was named to repl ace Matt L. Joseph. Cox, of
Mata moras, Pe nnsylva ni a, se rved as secretary of th e Society from 1989 to
1991. His term as a director e nds in October 1994.

THANKS FOR YOUR HOSPITALITY
ln the event that I did not have an opportunity to thank them for
their service in person , I wish to tha nk Dick Hawes, John Lloyd, and Jim
Wohlmuther, who pre-registered, and all the other SAH membe rs who
volunteered their tim e to serve as receptionists in the hospi tality tent at
Hershey 1991. I realize how precious is eve ry hour during H ershey, and
sincerely appreciate the contributio n of the volunteers in enhancing th e image
of the Society, both to membe rs and prospective members.
-Stacey Hanley, chair
Hospitality Committee
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1992 SILENT AUCTION

1991. Th e 1992 award will be for a comme rcial periodical.
Duplicate nomin ations do no ha rm , and members may submit as
many nom inations as th ey wish. The best way to insure th at no worthy book ,
a rticle, magazi ne, or electronic media event goes undetect ed is to nominate it.
Awards of Distinction ma y be given to exceptional nomin ees not selected for
the primary award .
Submit nominations for excellence in publishing automotive history during 1991 to the Awards Committee via secretary Nan Martin, 6760 E .
800 N., Brownsburg, Indiana 46112 before the nominations deadlin e of Jun e
1, 1992. Submissions should be accompanied by a copy of the nominated
work.

SAH director Paul Lashbroo k, who chaired th e 1991 sil e nt aucti on,
has agreed to head the event again this year. He will be assisted by director
Jim Cox, who has volunteered to oversee the fulfillm ent of winning bid lo ts.
The sil ent auction is ou r most important fund raising event , and its
success is essential if we are to maintain our current level of member services
without a dues increase. Please look through your library and collections to
see if there are some books, periodicals, auto motive lite ratu re , memorabilia,
or artwork you might donate to this cause.
The auction catalog will be prepared for mailing to every member
ea rl y in August. To allow time for cataloging, pl ease submit your contributed
items to Pa ul no later than July 1st. Send items to:
Paul Lashbrook
SAH Sile nt Aucti on
315 SE 7th Street · Suite 200
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
• Thanks for your help. We look forward to an eve n bette r auction this yea r.

AT THE MUSEUMS
SMITHSONIAN ACQUIRES MILLER "91"
The Smithsonian Insti tuti on's National Museum of Am eri ca n History has recently acquired the Mille r "91" front-drive racing car in which Leon
Duray set a world record at Monlhe ' ry in 1929. Duray clocked 139.6 mph , far
exceeding the best European racing cars of the time. The car has a supe rcharged st raigh t eight engine of91 .5 cubic inch displacement , and the innovative front-wh eel-drive of famed des igned H a rry Miller.
The car was acquired und e r a gift/exchange arrangement with
collector Robert Rubin of Southampton , New York. Rubin received an
incompl ete 1905 Mercedes, owned by th e Smithsonian since 1968, in part
exchange for the Miller. He also established the Harold Rubin Fund , in
memory of his father , with a $1 00,000 grant for the care and improvement of
the motorsports collection' at th e Muse um .
The Mill er car was built as th e " Packard Cable Special ," and was
driven by Ralph Hepburn in th e 1929 Indianapolis 500. Leon Duray drove a
similarcarfor the Miller tea m. Wh en rule ch a nges rendered the cars ineligibl e
for further SOOs, Ettore Bugatti bo ught them and adapted many ofth eird esign
fea tures for cars of his own.
After World Wa r II, historia n Griffith Borgeson fo und th e Hepburn
and Duray Millers still intact at th e Bugatti factory. No other full y-a uth entic
Miller front-drive "91s" exist.
The Smithsonian obtained the Mill e r with th e help of th ei r adv isor
and au to racing histo ri an Gordon White. Gordon , a lo ng-time SAH member,
spent most of his career as a news journ alist, but developed his interest in
racing at midget tracks during th e 1940s. Aft er a brief sojourn as a driver in
1950-51, he did some broadcastin g of races, and wrote fo r ll/usrrated Speedway News . As an historian, he has assembled complete collections of Na tional
Speed Sport News and ll/ustrated Speedway News, which even th e publishers
did not have, for th e Library of Congress. He has also archived man y AAA
records from the competition years. His task of restoring a Kurtis midget
race r, begun in 1977, resulted in a Grand National First Place AACA awa rd
and led ultimate ly to an FIA two lit e runsupercharged world record of153.198
mph at Bonneville.

DIRECTOR NOMINATIONS
This year the Society will elect three directors for three-yea r te m1s
commencing at the an nual meeting in October. The by-laws require th at the
Nominations and El ections Committee submit a slate of nominees to th e
secretary at least 90 days before the meeting (to be held this year on October
9t h). Th e Committee, chaired by Beverly R ae Kim es, would lik e to he ar fro m
members interesting in running for the board. The board conducts most of the
business of the Society, and participates in committee work and Society
projects. Meetings are held in the H ershey, Pennsyl va ni a, area prior to the
annual meeting of members, and at varying locations in late winter or early
spring of each year. Directors must attend at least one meeting each year.
In addition, any member may petition for nomination by submitting supporting signatures of two per cent of the active membership (at the
present time 14 signatures). In order to permit the Committee to present the
slate to the secretary on time, volunteers, referrals, and petiti ons must be
received by June 15th. Send them to:
Beverly Rae Kimes, Chair
215 East 80th Street
New York , NY 10021
The Society 's officers serve two-year terms. Elections fo r th ese
posts will next be held in 1993.

PUBLICATIONS AWARD NOMINATIONS
One of the more important things we do as a Society is to recognize
excelle nce in a utomotive hi story publications. While the Publications Awards
Co mm ittee is charged with selecting winners in each ca tegory , the most
important input they get comes from members. Members are encouraged to
subm it nominations for each o f th e pulication awards.
The Nicholas-Joseph Cugnot Award recognizes th e best book in
the fi eld of automotive history published during the previous calend ar year.
The Ca rl Benz Award is given to th e best periodical article or se ri es on
automotive history from the previous calendar year, and the Richa rd and
Grace Brigham Award is presented for the bes t overall treatment of automotive history by a magazine over all issues of th e sa me peri od. New th is yea r is
the E.P. Ingersoll Award, jointly und erwritt en with the Motor Vehicl e
Manufacturers Association of the United States, for the best treatment of
a ut omotive history in other than print med ia.
Nominated works must bear a copyright date of 1991, or, in the case
of periodical articles, must have appeared in an issue with a 1991 cover date.
A series appearing in parts of two years may be nominated for eithe r yea r, but
will have only one year of e li gibility. T he Brigham Award is alternated
between commercial and club publica tions, a nd can be presented to a publica ti on only once in a five year pe riod . Th e Brigham Award was won by
Awomvbile Quarterly in 1990, and by VB Tim es o f the Ea rly Ford V8 Club in

ROSSI ASSUMES LOTUS POSITION
SAH member Steve Rossi has been named vice president of
operations at Lotus Cars USA. H e will be working from Lotus USA
hea dqu a rters in Lak ev iew, Georgia.
Rossi has, for a number of years, been associated with Saab-Scani a
of America, most rece ntly as directo r o f public relations.

IS THIS YOUR LAST ISSUE?
The Ma rch-April issue of SAH Journal is th e last one mailed to
members whose dues rema in unpaid fo r th e current year. Check now to mak e
sure you've ren ewed fo r 1992. If yo u've forgotte n, se nd yo ur check for $20.00
(US funds) now to The Society of Aut o motive Hi storians, a n Mart in ,
Secretary, 6760 E. 800 N. , Brownsb urg, IN 46112 USA.
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develop in g a budge t du rin g the meeting, a mo tion was made by Jack Marti n
to estab li sh a n executi ve committ ee co mpri sed of th e office rs a nd gra nt it
powers of th e boa rd as might be necessa ry to manage the busin ess of th e
Society between boa rd meetings. This will include the completion of a budget
as we ll as periodic reviews. Th e moti on was second ed by T om D eptulski a nd
ca rried.
Tay lor Vinson re linquished his chairmanship of th e A rchi ves Committ ee to H elen Earley. H elen accepted e nthusiastica lly, and wi ll coordi nate
with each of th e co mmittee rep rese ntati ves.
A motion was made by Bob Gary to cancel both J.C. Taylor
insura nce policies, as ne ith er o ne meets our needs, seconded by Stacey Ha nley
a nd ca rri ed. T aylor Vi nso n will invest igate liabi lity insurance for directors
and a limited policy to cover activites at H ershey.
T he boa rd th en recesse d for lunch, at whi ch tim e th ey were joined
by H oosie r H e ritage Chapte r members and guests Joe Collins, John Ma rti n
Smith , Bob Titlow, and T im T urner.
Foll ow in g lun ch, th e board reconvened in execut ive session.
Afte r adj o urnm e nt of the execu ti ve sessio n, Tom D eptulski gave a report on
activi tes he and J im W ren have coord inated with the SA E Historical Com mi ttee fo r ce lebrati on of the ce ntenni al o f the Am eri ca n auto mobile in 1996.
A motion was made by To m D eptul ski to abo lis h th e Writing Standards
Comm it tee. It was seconded by Bob Gary a nd ca rri ed .
Busin ess completed, a motio n was made by Stacey H a nl ey to
adjo urn th e meetin g. It was secon ded by Na n Ma rtin and ca rried .

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
March 21, 1992

CONDENSED MINUTES
T he meeting was held a t the A uburn -Co rd- Du esenbe rg Museum
in A uburn , Indi a na. It was call ed to o rd e r at 7:30 A M by p resid e nt Jack
Martin. Present we re vice presid ent Taylor Vinson, secreta ry Na n Mart in ,
treasure r Bob Ga ry, and directors Tom D eptulski , Helen Ea rley, and Stacey
H a nl ey. Al so prese nt we re edit or Kit Foster, p ublicity chai r Bob Hall, a nd
membership secre tary emeritus D avid Ba bb.
The president presented to th e secretary four p roxi es submitt ed to
him by abse nt directors: Pat C happe ll , Wa lt er Gosde n, Paul Lashbrook, an d
Jim Wren. A le tter of resignation fro m Stroth er MacMi nn was read to the
boa rd by the preside nt. T he board heard and discussed Kit Foster's nomin ati o n to fill th e re mainin g te rm . Tay lor Vi nson moved hi s electi o n, Bob Ga ry
second ed, and the motion carried. T he board exp ressed th eir thanks to
• Strother fo r his contributions to th e Society.
Th e minutes of the O ctober 10, 1991 mee tin g we re approve d as
published in SA H Journal;motion by Taylor Vinson,second by To m D eptulsk.i .
A motion was mad e to ratify the resolut ion passed by a mail vote
in Decem be rfo r a rev iew of th e SAH fin ancial reco rds by a publ ic acco untant;
moti on by Kit Foster, second by Stacey H anley, mo ti on carried .
T he secreta ry reported to date 491 dues renewa ls, includin g 28 new membe rs
and 12 re instateme nts.
The editor repo rt ed th at the nex t SAH Journal wo uld be published
during th e third wee k in April. It was determined by the boa rd th at all SAH
materi a ls requiring pro fessio na l printing shoul d be coordina ted by th e edito r.
In Paul Lashb rook's absence, the presiden t reported th at Paul will
chair th e 1992 silent auction. Jim Cox has agreed to handle a ll deta ils of
ful fillm e nt. Th e board agree d th at th e dead lin e for bids may be ex te nded to
the end of O ctober. Th e president as ked for a chair(s) for th e 1993 sile nt
aucti on, and highl y recomm ended a committee of th ree or fou r peop le to
handl e va ri ous segment s of t he sa le.
T he boa rd co mm ended and tha nk ed David Babb fo r orga nizi ng
and ma int aining the membership roster which was critica l to th e processing of
all mem bership b usin ess. D avid has retired from this respo nsibil ity, and
Chester H ain es, Jr. will take over the database mai ntenance.
Special th anks and appreciati on were extended to Howard and
Sh elby Appl egate fo r th eir un se lfish suppo rt a nd effo rts to en hance SA H by
chairin g a numbe r of committ ees and opening their home to th e boa rd for
many direct ors' meetings.
Stacey H a nl ey prese nt ed a full repo rt o n 1991 hosp ita li ty activi tes
at Hershey. T he boa rd was pleased with Stacey's effo rts and talents, and asked
her to co ntinue her role for 1992. Th e boa rd approved light snacks and soft
drin ks for th e te nt. Bob G a ry will prov ide Stacey wit h a list of membe rs who
have purchased banquet tickets, and a cutoff da te for rese rvations will be
implement ed to ensure an accurate dinn er co un t. It was req uested tha t award
co mmitt ees help coo rdin ate a disp lay o f winnin g wo rks for display at th e
banquet.
Public relati ons chai r Bob H all suggested th at a press release be
issued to e nco urage peopl e with an int erest in aut omoti ve hi story to joi n th e
Society, and to dispel the notion that membership requires a professional
historica l or journ al istic background . Bob will also subm it it ems to th e
ent husiast press to encourage people to visit o ur H ershey tent.
The boa rd approved the suggestion of the president that he investiga te hold ing the October directo rs' meeting at the Hershey Country Club,
or at th e A me ri ca n Legio n H all , dut ch trea t di nner to be before the meeting.
In add iti on , the boa rd se t the 1993 winter/spring meeti ng for April 3, 1993 in
the Mil wa ukee , Wisconsi n area . Bob Gary, Tom Deptulski, and the Wisconsin Chapte r will coo rdi nate acti viti es, whi ch may center around the Kissel
Muse um in H a rt fo rd and the Brooks Stevens Collection in Mequon. A
p rogress report will be subm itted to the president by the end of April1992.
Th e treas ure r's repo rt by Bob G ary indica ted that some expenses
are becoming excessive, and th ere is an urgent need to implement guidelines
for expenditures. Kit Foster was directed to de term ine the actual cost of
mailin g publi cati o ns outsid e th e US. A moti on was made by Na n Ma rtin tha t
th e presid ent be empowe red to set a surcharge, based on Kit's recomm enda tion, for overseas mailings beginning with the 1993 membership yea r. T he
motion was seco nd ed by Bob Ga ry, a nd ca rri ed . Du e to th e difficu lt y in

Respectfull y sub mitt ed,
Nan E . Martin , secretary

THE SOCIETY OF AUTOMOTIVE
HISTORIANS, INC.
Treasurer's Report - Cash Acco unting
Checking Account Balance from Dec. 31 . 1990

December 31, 1991

S6000.17

INCOME

S1 1.120.00
20.00
205.35
660.75
226.79
7.00
544.75
180.00
20.00
2.186.49
1.107.81
6,000.00
25.24
1.632.50
S24.135.69

Dues

Dues 1993
Interest

Contributions
Other-Decals
Other-Stationery
Other-Publication Sales
Refund on Advance for Auto Hist Con f.
Mailing Labels - I set
Silent Auction· 1990
Silent Auction- 1991
Transfer from Cash Reserve Fund
Replacement of Returned Check
Awards Dinner

SUBTOTAL
EXPENSES

s 10.00
11,545.5K
974.52
1,022.27
1,793.92
483.03
614.55
250.00
63K.72
100.00
100.00
250.00
84 .25
3.139.04
758.28
218.65
260.00
20.00
1,265.51
805.00
635.00
24,968.32

Non -Profit Corporation Fcc. Indiana
Publications (Printcrart)
Silent Auction Printing & Mailing
President's Expenses
Secretary's Expenses
Editor's Expenses

Indianapolis Board Meeting 4/6191
Mt. Gretna Board Meeting IWHWI
Election Commiuee - Ballols and Mailing
AACA library - Contribution
NAHC - Contribution
Public Rela tions
Returned Checks (4)
Awards Dinner, including Ma iling
Hershey Event Hospitality
Archives

Decals
Cashing Foreign Check
Awards - Cugnot/Bcnz/Brigham
Awards - Bradley & FoAH
Insurance
SUBTOTAL
Balance in Checking, Decembe r 31. 1991
Balance in Cash Reserve Funds. November 30. 1991
Prime Ponrolio

Federal Portfolio
TOTAL in Reserve Funds and Checking
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$5,167.54
S22,790.46
5.241.41
S33.19<J.41

Respectfully submitted,
-Robert 1. Gary, Treasurer
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SYNCHROMESH
In SAH Journal o . 136 th e re was an enquiry about the origin of th e
gea rbox synchrom esh. The following item from The Sun , Septe mbe r 1921
mi ght be of int erest:
A Synchronized Gearbox
A novel gearbox has been revealed in Germany, th e
invention of C . Jungck and K. Kruger of Berlin. It obviates th e
drawba ck of the ordinary gearbox which requires skill in gearchanging. In th is new design the gears run loose and in constant m esh
with th ose on th e layshaft. The former have a cone affixed to th ern
as well as a jaw clwch. As the gea r/ever is moved the conical surfaces
come into contact first, this bringing about a certain braking effect
upon th e faster member to synchronize the two before further
movement of th e gear/ever brings the jaws into engagement to lock
th e gearwheel to the shaft.
The fore going is from a publication of very bri e f existence which
was found in the Public Libra ry in Melbourne. No claim is made th at th e
qu aintl y worded tex t is verba tim o r that it is free of errors, as it is re-co nstitut ed
from abbreviated notes made many years ago. No other refe rence or
ve rification o f thi s cl ai m has ca ught my attention , but it mi ght se rve as a
starting point for some resea rch e r with a specific attraction to the subj ect.
Max Gregory, Beltana, RMB 8825, Drouin South, Victoria 3818, AUSTRA·
LIA

IT'S A MYSTERY
Gregg Buttermore of the Auburn-Cord-Duesenbery Muse um sends
this myst ery photo which was supplied by museum patron Doug Conran of St.
Joseph, Michigan. It shows Doug's father and grandfather in an automobile
he was un ab le to identify, and Gregg advises that no o ne at the museum has
been abl e to name it eithe r. Over to you, supersleuths! Wh at is it?

HENRY'S FIRST DRIVE
This letter is respon ive to th e issue of Henry Ford 's early a utom obile driving experiences as raised in the Royal Automobile Club's Archive
(see SA H Journal No. 135).
While Henry Ford 's most famed quotation " history is bunk" is a
distortion by a reporte r who elected to leave o ff th e rest of Mr. Ford 's
sen te nce, th e re is little doubt th at H en ry, while making history of hi s own, wa
inclin ed to rewrite hi story to suit th e purpose at hand. I understand th at a
bronze tab let erected on the site of th e construction of the Quadricycle was
reworked, subsequent to initi al install ation and th e death of Mr. Ford, to
correct th e date fro m 1894 to 1896, the date which could be authenticated. It
is probable th at the 1894 dat e for his first driving experience is equally suspect,
th e latter being necessary to be consistent with th e former event. Had Mr.
Ford driven a horseless carriage prior to his quadricycle project, I suspect hi s
first vehicl e would have incorporated a reverse gear provision.
Documented mileage at 1,000 miles per month was not unusual for
1904 Marmon motor cars, whose design by a professional engineering firm
incorporated today's pressure lubrication system and all-wh eel independen t
suspension. Mr. Ford could easily have driven a horseless carriage " thousa nds
of miles" between 1896 and 1900. George P. Hanley, 1665 Northumberland,
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

MORE HIGH SPEED TRUCKS
Concerning Curt McConn ell 's qu ery about the first hi gh spee d
truck (SAH Journal No. 135), there are a few ea rl ie r than the Luvern e.
According to my " auto firsts ," the Dolfini four-passenge r fire truck went SO
mph in 1900. As I remember its picture in Awomotive Trade Journal, it also
had pneumatic tires. In my book Autos Built in Essex County Massachuseus
th ere is a picture of a steam truck built a bo ut 1900 capable of 35 mph , which
also had pneumatic tires.
As for a commercial vehicle of a n early age simply havin g pneumatic tires, my "a uto firsts" lists a military vehicle as hav ing 5.00 x 22 tires in
1900. Along the same lines, I read in a 1956 AACA a rticle on the Sears
highwheeler that Mr. Krotz, the builder, e nt e red a Sears truck in the ChicagoDetro it race of1911. In 1909 one of hi s Sears cars won th e round trip ChicagoMilwaukee race. Th at would be an example of a "vehicle which could travel
almost as fast as a passenger car." Hayden Shepley, 5467 Taylor Ave., Port
Orange, FL 32U7
Hayden 's list of"auto firsts," an exhaustively-compiled collection of
citations on the earliest use of just about every sort of awomotive technology,
was the subject of an SA H seminar at Hershey in 1989. From time to time we
may publish excerpts from it in the Journal.
-Editor

POSTERS SOUGHT

-----

We are interested in locating an advertising poster with this drawing tn tt. It may be a poste r advertising an automobile race, or a poster
adve rtisi ng product o f th e late raci ng drive r Mick ey Thompson (such as
Mi ckey Thompson tires), or it may be a poste r for Sea rs, advertising their
automotive products. These poste rs would have been published before 1966.
We would also be int erested in Sears and Mickey Thompson
posters (before 1966) without the car design . Stephen E. Feldman, PC, 12 East
41st Street, New York, NY 10017
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BOOKS AND JOURNALS OF INTEREST
U niversity presses occasionally offer books of interest to th e auto
historian, but unl ess one seeks their catalogs they ofte n pass unh era ld ed. Two
such ca talogs rece ntly arrived and a few it ems deserve mention. Please be
advised this writer has not read any of these, but rather is sim ply noting th ei r
ex istence.
The Indi a na University Press, 601 N. Mo rt on St. , Bloomington, IN 474043797, offers on sale until June 1st, Alloys and Automobiles, the Life of Elwood
Haynes, by Ralph Gray (1979 AACA award winner, paper,256 pages), priced
a mere $3.50 plus $3 postage.
Th e Oxfo rd University Press, 200 Madison Ave, New York, NY
10016, offers th e ir " Am e rican History" catalog with quit e a number o f
interesti ng titl es.
For those int erested in magazine and advertising perhaps The
Magazine in America, 1741-1990 by Tebbe! & Zuckerman (448p, $28.00)
would be worthwhile.
Wheel Estate, The Rise and Decline of Mobile Homes by Wallis
" (304p, 100 halftones, $25) see ms to focus prim arily on stati onary trailer
houses.
Cradle to Grave: Life, Work, and Death at the Lake Superior
Copper Mines, Lankto n (352p, 25 halft ones, $40) is ment io ned because th e
Smith fam il y, early investors in Olds, ea rn ed their fortune in copper mining.
Perhaps this may shed some light on ea rl y auto in vestors.
A Guide to Library Research Methods , Mann (224p, fi gures, paper
$9/cloth $18) advocates a seven-step process to apply to any inquiry, a nd notes
the limitation of the informa tion discovered along the way.
How to Use a Research Library, Beasley (176p, illustrated, $9/$28)
may prove va luable to foreign visitors. It is based on the New York Public
Library but applicable to most large libra ries.
This is the first tim e I've see n electron ic materials offe red in a
catalog of this typ e. Items range from a $119 Oxford Writers Shelf program
to an incredible $950 Oxfo rd English Dictionary on C D-ROM .
Several journ als were li sted. History and Comp uting (1992 three
issues, $64) " takes stock of and di sse min ates information about the different
ways comp uter technique is revol utionizi ng the discip line of hi story." We wi ll
be faced with computers the rest of our days , but they do offe r so me inte restin g
possibilities. Foste r and Naul introduced the subject with th eir geographical
distribution of aut o companies in Automotive History Review No. 22. Larger
memo ri es, optical scanners, and reading progra ms offer the abilit y to enter
vast a mou nts of data and illustration s. CAD/CAM programs offe r th e
foundation for a photo recognition system. When the old timers who can spot
a wrong fender on a car from a twenty-degree angle are no longer with us, old
ph otos are going to be ha rd er a nd harder to ide ntify. Such a system could sta rt
with th e pre-1900 cars and work up , extending to the th ousands of faces of
major perso nalit ies when th e ave rage home computer memories grow to a
gigabyte during th e next decade. But eve n now file-sorting of patents, chassis/
engine/body numbers, and other numerical data offe rs wo nde rful insight into
how things turn ed out , if nothing else.
Other Oxfo rd jo urn a ls seem to offer publishing opportuni ties.
Journal of Design History (1992 four issues, $102) wou ld be a natural for some
of us. The description of th e Journal of the History of Collections (1992 two
iss ues, $45) seems open to sto ri es abo ut auto/literature coll ectors. Don't be
surpri sed to be charged by th e page, as often these things are merely academic
vanity presses. Tempting, though , is a $20 upstart called Common Knowledge,
run by a bunch of ma lco nte nt s in D allas.
Other unive rsi ty presses offer regional books which may offer
morsels to add to our kn owledge. Perh aps monitoring of this aspect is a
project for our chapters to undertak e. D.J. Kava, 1755 Bandera, Beaumont,
TX 77706

LA MOTOCYCLETTE EN FRANCE 1894-1914, by Jean Bourdache. In
French. 447 pages, 268 photos, 281 drawings and engravings, all in black-andwhite. Hardcover, 7 x 9 314 inches. Published by La Vie de /'Auto, BP 88, 77303
Fontainebleau Cedex, France. Price 280 FF, 338FF air mail to USA. Prices
elsewhere on request.
This book is subtitled " ln the days when the history of the motorcycle was written in Fre nch." Y o u do not have to be a bike lover to min e its
riches. H aving an interest in th e earl y evolution of the internal combustion
engine, when the same little singles and twins provided the power for bikes,
trikes, ca rs, dirigibles, boats, and fearless efforts at heavi e r-th a n-air flight ,
makes this book a precious one. It is a truly remarkable piece of schola rship
which must have ta ken Jea n Bourdache years to complete. His style is easy
to read, relaxe d, humorous, a nd technically precise. A bibliography includes
all th e ea rly classics, plus oth er refe rences which are strictly esoteric. He lists
307 marques made in France during this slice of history. Those that merit
treatme nt in depth rece ive it, and th ey are very numerous. Landmark racing
and reco rd-setting exploits form part of the tapestry that Bourdache weaves,
as well as long-forgotten personalities who shaped their epoch and the future .
There is a very useful index.
The introductory chapter does homage to "The Great Ancestors"
an d th eir experiments, and proceeds promptly to the birth of practical, seriesbuilt machin es. This began with Hild ebrand & Wolfmull er of Munich (hardly
French) in 1894. Their successful prototype had an obvious, powerful
influence on the D .S. , which went into production in Paris at the end of that
yea r. Its initials, which have th e so und of "goddess" in French , were those of
its founders: H. 0. Duncan , who later would become noted as an automotive
historian (The World on Wheels), and Louis Suberbie.
In this same fateful year, th e D e Dion-Bouton deve loped a ve ry
re fin ed " mono" engine for volume production, not only for their own use but
for sale to one and all. In 1895, the superb DDB trike was released, truly
launchin g th e world aut omotive industry. Many makes of motorcycle and car
were developed around this eminently practical engine and it influenced
co untl ess other designers. For a few years th e overhead, suction-operated
"auto mat ic" inl et valve and lateral , ca m-ope rated exhaust valve were in
almost universa l use. Landmarks on the way were the introduction by
Werner, in 1897, of aT-head automatic-inlet mono and in 1898Tauzin'ssuperlight Y-twin . It was quickly followed by a 500 cc Aster twin which developed
an unprecedented four bhp. Finally, in 1900 a genius named Elie Victor
Buchet designed and built a mono with overhead valves operated by p ush rods
and rocker a rms. This was a revolution in e ngi ne design which opened the way
for the ever-increasing gains in specific power output which have followed.
In 1902, Clement released an all-pushrod Y -twin , followed in '03 by
a si milar V -4. At the Paris Salon of1 904, F .N. of Belgium prese nt ed its famous
in-line four, while in Czechoslovakia Laurin-Klement released a similar
design . One of Buchet's employees, Alessandro Anzani, left him in 1904, and
in '05 produced a fan-shaped th ree-cylinder e ngi ne, the exact origin of which
was cont roversial. It was as successful in the air as on the ground, and enabled
Bleriot in 1909 to be the fi rst to cross the Channel in an airplane. It is strange
th at th e single ove rh ea d camshaft , which appeared in strictly automotive
engines no later than 1903, made no appearance in motorcycles during the
period covered by this book. The twin-cam e ngine , however, first appeared
in Peugeot raci ng bik es in 1914.
This unique book covers most of the principal features of motorcycle evolution, including frames, fork geometry, and suspension. What is
importan t to the stud ent of automotive hi story is that these same compact
engines were the prime moversofthe racing voiturette tradition , which played
a decisive role in th e developme nt of the motor car as we know it.
-Griffith Borgeson

NEW ADDRESS FOR PRESIDENT,
SECRETARY
Society president Jack and secretary Nan Martin have moved to
a new home in Brownsburg, Indiana. Mail for them , including correspondence, membership inquiries, renewals, reinstatem ents, and change of
address, should be sent to:
Society of Automotive Histori ans, Inc.
6760 E . 800 N.
Brownsburg, IN 46112 USA
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WANTE D: I'm looking for a two-page photo promotion toutin g Wade
Morton 's reco rd-se tting performance on May 7, 1929 at th e Atl anti c
City 1112-mile board track at Amato!, NJ . Morton 's Auburn placed
second in th e 75-mile stock race won by Tom Rooney'sStut z in what
one caption says was " th e closest finish since the days that Roman
Emporers charged the Charioteers in the Coliseum ... " This twopager tit led " Graphic Story of Auburn 's Successes ... " has seve n
pictures and appeared either in a trad e publication or an Auburn
brochure. Charles L. Betts, Jr., 804 Yardley Commons, Yardley,
P A 19067 (215) 493-3467
FOR SALE: Complete set of Ford News magazines, January 1932 to end of
publication in February 1942. Entire pre-war Ford Y8 era covered.
Set in OUTSTANDING condition , being the result of upgrading
many of the 122 issues. Set represents many years of searching to
locate all issues in top condition. A rare opportunity of acquire an
excellent history of th e Ford Y8 plus Mercury, Lincoln Zeph yr and
Lincoln cars. $3950 obo. Howard Minners, 4700 Locust Hill Court,
Bethesda, MD 20814 (301) 530-1441

SAH Journal welcomes advertisements from members. Ads are free , and

should concern items of interest to historians: books, literature, photographs.
illustrations, memorabilia, information ; for sale , wanted , or to trade. Ads for
vehicles or parts are not accepted.
WANTED: Any written or visual material about 1920s and 1930s British
automobiles, especially Austins. Will copy if you agree and do not
wish to sell. Robert M. Nied, 2348 Smullian Trail N., Jacksonville,
FL 32217·3535

LEAD: The Society has been advised of the availability of a complete set of
Road & Track magazi ne for th e years 1956 -1982. They are
described as being in " perfect mint condition" and include a commemorative reprint of the first edition. Contact Pat Hughes, 2045
Latham Street, Mountain View, CA 94040 (415) 940-1704

SABATHE: We seek leads to information on this scholar and his thermodynamic cycle. Griffith Borgeson and Vittorio Fa no, Mirail, 84240 La
Motte d' Aigues, FRANCE

WANTED: Any Nyberg literature , or references to serial numbers of
vehicles manufactured in th e USA up to the late teens. Any
info rm ation yo u may have tucked away will be appreciated. Please
call collect. Bolt Youngberg, The Henry Nyberg Society, 17822
Chicago, Lansing, IL 60438 (708) 474-3416

WANTED: Any information, literature, photos, dat a, etc. relating to Alma
Motor Truck Company, Michigan 1913-1914. Errol Beutel, U
Whitehead Road, The Gap, Queensland 4061, AUSTRALIA

FOR SALE: Large collecti o n of resto red and o ri gi nal radia to r emblems,
origi nal magazine ads from ea rly twenties to ea rl y thirties, manuals,
miscellaneous items and more. Write or call for free copy of list. J eff
Gillis, 2700 Timber Lane, Green Bay, WI 54313-5899 (414) 499-8797
evenings

WANTED: In forma tion and photos on ca rs or trucks with stainless steel
bodies, to be used in an articl e I am writing on th e subject. I
ca ncopy and return all materials promptly, including photos. Send
origi nals via UPS o r other traceable couri er; mails OK for copies.
Ray I Scroggins, 509 W. Wisconsin Ave. #629, Milwaukee, WI
53203 (414) 226-4014 (M-F8:30 AM to 6:30PM) or FAX (414) 7818267 (24 hrs.)

WANTED: Datsun/N issan technical, service, product, and national parts
bulletins, parts catalogs and microfiche, component repair manuals
(e.g. transmissions) , ot her dealer and factory documentation, showroom displays, awards, etc. I speciali ze in early roadster th rough
300ZX spo rts ca r information, but my interests are much broader.
Prefer originals, but copies are welcome. Ben Herman, P.O. Box
518, Richmond, VA 23204-0518, (804) 739-3853

WANTED: Inform atio n ofK rastin Automobile Co. , Cleveland, OH, 190203. Seeking photos of Krasti n au tos and factory. A lso informati on
on August Krastin , builder of the ca r. Any informa tion welcom e,
including knowledge of extant Krastin cars. Peter Kunan, 820
North Albert St., St. Paul, MN 55104

DIRECTORY UPDATE
NEW MEMBERS
Jordan, Joe L.. .. ............... l598
7805 Old haven Street
Ho uston, TX 77074
Kendall, Leslie Mark ..... l599
P.O. Box452
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067
Hendricks, Carte r........... 1600
3336 Washingt on
St. Lo uis, MO 63103
Carroll, J .A .................... 1601
51 Calle Conejo
Alpine, CA 91901
Knight, Peter H ............... l602
P.O. Box 42
New Tripoli , PA 18066
Kinsey, Mike ...................1603
406 - 13th Street
Bridgeport, TX 76426

REINSTATED
Iwat ate, Kikuo ................. .l604
2-4-10-204 T akas u
Chiba 260
JAPAN
Horseless Carriage Fndn .. l 605
Library
San Diego Auto Muse um
2080 Pan American Pl aza
Balboa Park
San Diego, CA 92101
Braunschweig, Robert.. .... I606
Humboldtstrasse 39
CH-3013 Bern
SWITZERLAND
Moore, Peter. ............... .....l 607
Tamarisk House
G ay Street
Pulboro ugh , W. Sussex RH20 2HH
ENG LAND

Hammond , Mark .... .. ....... 1608
13208 Trumpet Place
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Mueller, Mike ................. 1589
3380 Cross Fox Drive
Mulberry, FL 33860

Lyons , Daniel B .............. .l609
74 Eileen Street
Alba ny, NY 12203

Gold , Richard G ............ .l347
17771 Dea uville Lane
Boca Raton, FL 33496

Gard ner, William M. (Bud) .l 610
225 Rockwood Drive
Anniston, AL 36201

Youngbe rg, Bob ............. 1440
The He nry Nyberg Society
I 7822 Chicago
Lansing, IL 60438

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Velle koop, Ronald ......... l374
221 Mill Street , Apt. 2
Da nville, PA 17821

Loysen, Neil.. .............. ..... 1135
22 Cedar Po nd Drive, #9
Warwick, Rl 02886
Beardslee, Robert S..... .... l 211
16 Palm Valley Road
T umbi U mbi , NSW 2262
AUSTRALIA
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Martin , Jack L.. .................785
Martin, Nan E ................ 1536
6760 E. 800 N.
Brownsburg, IN 46112

Haffenden, Len ................... 7ll
1026 West Ke ith R oad
North Vancouver, BC V7P 3C6
CAN ADA
Blackman, Cha rles A .. ...... 879
4409 Dobie Road
Okemos , Ml 48864
Murray, William F....
360 Old Mountai n Rd.
Ken nesaw, GA 30067

..322

DECEASED
Ledingham, Bruce ............ 238

RHYTHM & BLUES? No, Reiland & Bree. This lillie-kno wn make of truck (or automotive brand, as E//io/1 would say), sometimes known as R&B,
gain ed some m ention and comm ent in recent issues ofSAH Journal. This is a 193 1 Reiland & Bree, pulling a 2,600 gallon Heil tank semi-trailer built f or
the Hughes Oil Company of Evanston, lllinois. Heil factory photo from the collection of Jam es B. Bibb.
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