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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Henry Ford had a thing about the "p" word. Henry 's "p" word was 
"patent" - not just any patent , mind , for Henry himself held a number 
of patents. The patent that had Henry up in arms was one granted to George 
B. Selden for something described as a "safe, si mple, and cheap road 
locomotive." Selden had been successful , not in building a motor vehicle, 

· but in patenting the idea of doing so, and this bit of hubris was used to 
extract royalties from those early manufacturers who did build cars. 

Nevins and Hill give an account of how Henry was at first rebuffed 
by the Association of Licensed Automobile Manufacturers, the body or­
ganized to collect the license fees for use of the Selden patent , and how 
he later took on the organization in court in what was to be a successful 
challenge to the application of the patent to the majority of American motor 
vehicles. The campaign was long and hard , and fraught with legal maneu­
vering and wide publicity . Some of this, naturally, involved a battle for 
people 's minds. If buyers and dealers of Ford cars could be convinced that 
they , too , were targeted for prosecution , then Ford's growing empire might 
be toppled even without a favorable court decision . 

Henry Ford realized that he had a responsibility to his customers and 
dea lers, and that if he did not stand up for them they might well desert 
him . Without loyal customers, even a legal victory would be an empty 
triumph. He purchased an advertisement in the July 28, 1903 edition of 
the Detroit Free Press. " NOTICE to Dealers, Importers, Agents , and Users 
of Gasoline Automobiles ," it read . "We will protect you against any pros­
ecution for alleged infringements of patents ." It went on to detail Ford 's 
argument against the applicability of the Selden patent to Ford cars , and 
concluded with a bit of boasting about Henry Ford's pioneering efforts 
with gasoline automobiles and the competition successes the cars had en­
joyed. Sales of Ford cars continued unabated . 

As writers and historians we have our own "p" word which strikes fear 
into the heart of mild-mannered researchers. In SAH Journal no. 13 1, 
president Matt Joseph expounded on the dishonesty of plagiarism, the 
presentation of the words or thoughts of others as one's own, without 
attribut ion. In this issue , former SAH president Frank Robinson gives 
counsel on how , with a bit of care, one can steer well c lear of any such 
allegations ("Give Credit Where Credit is Due ," page 5) . 

This re-emphasis on ethical scholarship has its value in reminding us 
all of our moral and legal responsibi lities toward the work of others, but 
it may also have a negative effect on the writing of history. Persons new 
to automotive history may be hesi tant to write , leery of submitting their 
works for publication if they sense that everything they do will be im­
mediately subjected to scrutiny by a panel of "experts" assembled for this 
purpose. 

When this matter of plagiari sm was described at the recent Society 
board of directors meeting, director Strother MacMinn made a particularly 
poignant observation that, while writers and researchers may overtly or 
inadvertently plant the seeds of plagiarism, it is editors and publishers who 
are able , and have the responsibility, to prevent them from germinating. 
Though it is possible to have plagiarism without publication , it certainly 
isn' t likely that we 'd have very much of it. 

This editorial responsibility is one that had occurred to me, too . And 
since one of my other respon ibilities i to encourage people to write and 
to be published , I' m saddened by anything that might serve to discourage 
people from exhibiting the fruits of their research. My advice to writers of 
history , history that might be published in SAH Journal or Automotive 
History Review, is to become knowledgeble about the rules of expression 
and attribution, but not to become obsessed by them . I have in the past 
exercised the editorial prerogative and duty to scrutinize all works submitted 
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to me for style, tone , content, and attribution . When I see signi ficant failings 
in any of these , I work with the author to revise the work so that it will 
be appetizing , nourishing, and digestible , and so that it will pass the scrut iny 
of the most persnickity reviewer. 

To paraphrase Henry Ford , then , let me offer this "Notice to researchers 
and writers of automotive history." The editor will take every measure to 
protect you against allegations of plagiarism fo r works appearing within 
the Society 's publications. The definition of plagiarism could apply to 
works submitted to SAH publications , but I will do my utmost to insure 
that your works, as published , are above contempt. Not a ll of them may 
win prizes, of course , but none should be cause for complaint. We were 
pioneers in the writing of automotive hi story, and we will continue to be 
exemplary stewards of the written word . 

- Kit Foster 

UK SETS DATE FOR WORKSHOP 

The Society 's United Kingdom Chapter has selected Sunday, Septem­
ber 29, 1991 , as the date for its upcoming meeting and workshop. The event 
will be held at Britain 's National Motor Museum in Beaulieu , Hampshire. 

Chapter Secretary Peter Card reports that the meeting will fea ture 
displays of automobilia and that Lucas Industries will be sponsoring a 
gallery of photograph covering their Great King Street premises from 
1895 to the present. In addition , members Jonathan Wood , Robin Barrac­
lough, Mike Worthington-Williams, Cyril Posthumus, and Richard 
Waterhou e will speak on historical topics in their respective areas of 
expertise. It promises to be an exciting and informative event. UK members 
and others interested in attending may contact Peter for further information 
at 54 Willian Way , Letchworth , Hertfordshire SG6 2HL E GLAND. 

HELP WITH HOSPITALITY AT HERSHEY 

The Society traditionally provides a hospitality tent during the AACA 
National Fall Meet at Hershey, Pennsylvania. This year's meet will be 
held on October lOth , II th , and 12th . The tent is provided fo r the conveni ­
ence of members attending the show, as a place to relax , meet old and 
new friends , and have a snack. The tent serves another important purpose 
as a means of attracting prospective new members . It is important that 
both members and strangers entering the tent be greeted and have their 
questions about the Society answered . 

Members are asked to volunteer an hour or two to assist at the hospitality 
tent. We understand that everyone has a number of commitments at Her­
shey , and that time is at a premium . But please give serious consideration 
to volunteering for a couple of hours. Contact the Hospitality Committee 
chair , Stacey P. Hanley, 1665 Northumberland , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 
and let her know when you can help . Contact her as soon as possible , but 
in any case by September 15th . 
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ANNUAL MEETING AND BANQUET 
OCTOBER 11TH 

The Society's annual meeting and banquet will be held Friday , October 
II , 199 1, at the Hershey Country Club in Hershey, Pennsy lvania. As is 
traditional , the meeting wi ll feature the presentation of the Soc iety's 199 1 
awards for publications and excellence in automotive history . Complete 
detai ls of the meeting and banquet reservation forms wi ll be mailed to all 
members in the near future. 

SMITHSONIAN EXHIBITS INDY 

"The Indianapolis Motor Speedway" is the title of a new exhibit at the 
Smithsonian Institution 's National Museum of American History . Included 
in the exhibit are the 1930 Mi ller racing car which is reported to have run 
more races (12 between 1930 and 194 7) than any other, and the STP 
Brawner Hawk driven by Mario Andretti to his only Indianapolis victory 
in 1969 . On display with the cars are 67 of the original Speedway bricks, 
the gift of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Corporation. 

The exhibit opened on April 30th, and wi ll run through the end of 199 1. 
The museum , located at 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW in 
Washington, DC, is open daily except for Christmas Day. Admi ssion is free. 

OBITUARIES 

SAM FLINT 

Sam Flint of Smithers, West Virginia , member number 1406, passed 
away recently. A fa irly recent member of the Society , he had a particular 
interest in all types of vehicles. SAH Journal expresses the sympathy of 
the Society to the Flint famil y. 

RAYMOND A. WOLFF 

Raymond A. Wolff , of Milwaukee, Wisconsin , died suddenly in Las 
Vegas, Nevada on March 23, 199 1. Ray was an honorary member of the 
Society (No. 383H) and , among many other affi liations, a former president 
of the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Club . He was visiting Las Vegas doing 
what he loved best - viewing Duesenberg cars and discussing them with 
the small group of that make's devotees and historians who had assembled 
there for just that purpose. 

Ray Wolffs specialty wa the tracing and recording of the hi story of 
individual Duesenbergs and he was tenacious and determined in pursuing 
this facet of automotive history . Years ago , investigating the background 
of specific cars was mainly an exercise in curiosi ty, but wi th the escalation 
of values and the elevation of certai n automobiles to the status of celebrated 
objects, if not actual works of art , the need for an accurate and authentic 
provenance for vehicles such as Duesenbergs has become extremely impor­
tant. Thus the work of Ray Wolff and others who have pursued this specialty 
must be recognized as a significant contribution to our knowledge of the 
automotive past, as well as an important tool in the automotive present. 

Mr. Wolff is survived by a son and two daughters to whom we extend 
our deepest sympathy. 

- Fred Roe 

JEFFREY CONDE 

SAH Journa l expresses the sympathy of the Society to former president 
John Conde, whose son Jeffrey , 46 , was murdered near his home in Tasco, 
Mexico, in April. 
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==PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE== 
As a student of automoti ve history , I fee l myself increasingly called on to 

defend the automobile and all of the social, economic , and political changes 
that it has wrought in our civi lization. I am called on to perform a role of 
advocacy for the automobile, and this seems somehow in tension with my 
training as an histori an. I am sure that many of us have felt this tension , 
because the automobile is today under severe attack. Roles of advocacy 
are known to hi stori ans and can be, in fact , part of the hi storical process. 

That process is one of constant revision. The obvious and often used 
analogy is to the swings of a pendulum . That analogy doesn' t go fa r enough. 
A pendulum traces the same trajectory with each swing. Hi storical rev ision­
ism is supposed to cut ever finer swaths in pursuit of "the truth ." 

Each age rewrites history, because more pertinent facts are usually 
available to craft it with , and because there is a base of interpretation on 
which to build new constructions. Historical rev ision is a maddeningly slow 
process, but it usuall y works to advantage. Our knowledge of and views 

. towards movements like abolitioni sm, populism , and progress ivism have 
all benefi tted from the the working of the historical process. The same can 
be said of our knowledge of Henry Ford . 

Sometimes rev isioni sm goes too far. Thi s can happen because an author 
or ··school of thought" di storts the historical process - usually in an attempt 
to expunge what it considers to be prev ious factual or interpretational error 
from the historical record . Often this happens when the research into and 
writing of hi story becomes excessively "present minded. " That is to say, 
when hi story is written to impose the va lues and standards of one age on 
the facts of another age . But even this kind of distortion serves a purpose. 
It adds to the body of knowledge about a topic or topics, and later waves 
of revision can correct any excesses that have occurred. 

In this sense, history becomes a kind of long range, adversarial , forensic 
process. The adversaries may be separated by decades, centuries , or even 
millenia. At its best, the debate is cordial, and the strictest standards of 
ev idence are observed. Of course, passions sometimes intrude, and there 
is a deterioration from those standards. That is usually regrettable . 

In the last few years the automobile has come under blistering attack 
by a group that is often referred to as "the intellectuals. " I have never been 
certain what that term means, or what membership in that group entails. 
Years ago, I settled on a working defini tion that an intellectual is anyone 
who can read without mov ing hi s/her lips! Apparently the tern1 has a more 
significant meaning fo r some people. 

Recentl y, I was asked to read and review some documents that were 
being semiofficiall y circulated at a high level in a state agency. The docu­
ments were essays on the future of the automobile. They began with the 
assumption that the au tomobile has no fu ture and has been nothing but a 
temporary and tragic mistake. Okay , I' ve seen that sort of thing before , 
and even own a few books that attempt to make that point. What was 
shocking about these documents was that the point was made hi stori ca ll y, 
and the levels of distortion were trul y incredible . 

I have ambi valent feeli ngs about the impact of the automobile age on 
human civili zation. Most of us share some level of doubt in these matters. 
Certainl y the creation of a middle class society in the United States has 
been largely tied to engineering and economic factors that relate to auto­
mobiles. Just as certainly, the automobile age has produced enormous 
problems in how we li ve, and it promises to spread some of these problems 
all over the world . All of thi s is controversial stuff and reasonable people 
will disagree on the fine points and nuances of the thing. 

What is shocking to me is that some people attempt to use history to 
assass inate the future of the automobile. In that process they often seem 
wi lling to resort to the basest kind of distortion of fact and interpretation. 
It all amounts to something that is not a producti ve part of the historical 
process or enterprise. 

Certainl y it is legitimate to use history for predictive purposes. Histori ans 
will di sagree on the extent to which history can or should be made to predict 
the future , but most of us will agree that the potential ex ists to some degree . 
However, I would th ink that historical method is most fragile when it is 
applied to creating a continuum from which to predict the future. That 
doesn' t stop people from rushing in and using history as an intellectual 
battering ram. I would accuse those who portray the history of the automobile 
as a monolith of unmiti gated social and economic disaster, as the bas is fo r 
predicting the short term demise of the car and its culture, of a violence 
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against the historical method. They have di storted the past to select a future . 
I think that thi s is a serious mistake . 

In attempting to correct thi s mistake, I begin to feel like an advocate 
of the automobile , and thi s feels like another mistake. There is no formal 
or generall y accepted definition of historical method, and the rules of 
historical evidence have never been worked into dogma for the field of 
history. The resulting anarchy gives historians great methodological free­
dom, but carries great responsibility to stay within reasonal::le bounds of 
di scourse. When the automobile-haters exceed those bounds by using history 
to predict a selected future, they damage a very fragile and important 
enterprise - the work of history and its revisions. They may cause other 
historians to assume roles of advocacy, and that is a bad situation . 

* * * * * 
In the past several years I have convinced several people to join the 

Society of Automoti ve Hi storians , Inc. In some cases these people were 
profess ionals in the fie ld of hi story or journalism, but in many cases they 
were not. People in thi s latter group often respond to an invitation to join 
SAH with words to the effect of ". . but I haven' t written [published] 
anything." They are often surprised to fi nd that thi s is not a requi site fo r 
membership in SAH , and that many of our members have joined us simply 
out of an interest in our topic. 

It is important that many of our members have publi shed a great variety 
of material in a large number of periodicals, journals, books, and other 
format s. It is just as important that many of our members have joined us 
as "consumers" of automoti ve hi story and will never contribute to the field 
beyond having an interest in it. We need both kinds of members, and we 
should realize that both can make enormous contributions to our field . 
Writing thick tomes i an impressive credential, but there are other ways 
to be invo lved in automoti ve hi story. 

Perhaps one of the things that SAH should be working very hard to 
accompli sh is to help those who have never published anything publish an 
article or art icles on the topics of thei r particular interests. I have already 
seen some very good material produced by people who had thought that 
they were non-authors. For those who will never write anything , your 
membership in the Society is also greatl y apprec iated . 

* * * * * 
One of the reasons that people have difficulty writing a first or second 

article is that they are intimidated by the possibility of committing an error 
in print. In this matter I speak as a seasoned veteran. I have published 
hundreds of articles and have probably committed thousands of errors in 
pri nt. Some of them have been detected by others. In most cases the 
corrections offered were in a helpful and courteous spirit. In a few cases, 
corrections were made in arrogant , hostile, and/or condescending tones . I 
have even encountered people who seem to thrive on the errors of others 
and seek them out , culti vate them, and correct them with a brutality that 
is genuinely offensive. 

Recently, a storm trooper in the "minor fact police" found two transposed 
numbers in a date in something that I had wri tten and produced a two-page 
diatribe agai nst thi s typographical error. Not onl y was the date corrected , 
but my integrity, charac ter, and probable ancestry were brought into ques­
tion. The letter of "correction" was never published, but a small paragraph 
of correction was . The indi vidual who wrote that letter has not, to the best 
of my knowledge, produced anything but a series of such letters to those 
who make small errors. What a barren and unproductive existence. 

My plea here is to avoid wri ting brutal letters of correction to publications 
when authors (or printers and/or editors) make small mi stakes. Certainly 
errors in history should be corrected , otherwise they may be perpetuated . 
Correc tions should always be made with humility and friendliness . Everyone 
makes mistakes, but the heavy-handed, stinging correction of error is annoy­
ing to the recipient and can be devastating to unseasoned authors. That has 
the potential fo r discouraging them and others from writing history. 

* * * * * 
In SAH Journal no. 131 I announced that Paul Lashbrook will be 

overseeing our silent auction thi s year. I also related some of the background 
of our early silent auctions. In that account I correctly gave all of the credit 
of having the idea to our treasurer, Bob Gary . However , I erred in also credit­
ing him with the entire administration of the silent auctions through 1989. 
Our secretary, Jim Cox , has written to me to remind me that he and his wife , 
Bev Kimes , did a tremendous amount of work organizing those auctions 
and in tall ying the results and distributing the goods. I stand corrected. 

- Mart Joseph 



SAH Journal No. 133 Ju ly-August 1991 

THE MARSH FRONT-DRIVE TRUCK 
A COMMERCIAL CURIO 

By Keith Marvin 

The April 1927 issue of Automotive Industries contains an interesting 
item about a front-wheel-drive light truck built in Hudson, New York. 
Appearing in the magazine's "Forum" column, it describes the vehicle built 
by C. M. Marsh, and whi le it does not actually state that production was 
planned one certainly gets the impression that this was the case. This 
subject , I feel, is one that should be of considerable interest to readers of 
SAH Journal , both because of its curious design and because of the un­
answered questions it evokes. 

As far as I can determine, this was the only attempt at building a motor 
vehicle in Hudson , a city of about 9,000 people located about thirty mi les 
south of Albany in New York's Columbia County. Hudson's well -known 
connection with the automobile industry is, of course, the Holbrook Com­
pany , an automobile custom body estab lishment which flourished there 
(having moved from New York City) from 1921 until it went out of business 
a decade later. 

One may get a fairl y good idea of Mr. Marsh's design from the article, 
but the circumstances surrounding its announcement and subsequent disap-

pearance from view remain a mystery . After checking with the usual truck 
authorities , and a few of the unusual ones, both within and without the 
SAH , I came up with no more than appeared in Automotive Industries . It 
is more than obv ious that the last paragraph of the story was damning the 
new experimental vehicle with feigned praise. Personally , 1 fee l that progress 
of the Marsh truck ended with this prototype , and I wonder if, in some 
dark comer of Hudson, it might still exist. 

Who was C. M . Marsh who had been "experimenting with front drives 
for automobi les for many years"? At the time of the artic le's publication , 
a good many front-dri ve automobi les had been bui lt in the Uni ted States , 
none of them commercially successful. It wouldn ' t be until 1929, when 
both the Cord L-29 and the Ruxton made their bows, that major attention 
began turn ing toward the fwd principle. 

I hope that some of us might just be able to turn up more evidence on 
th is interesting experiment by Mr. Marsh of Hudson, and who knows? The 
truck itself might come to light, too. 

Fron t Drive Design M akes Use of F ifth Wheel 

for Steering and Power T ransmission 

C M. MARSH of Hudson, N. Y., who has been ex­
• perimenting with f ront drives f or automobiles 

for a good many years, has recently built a light com ­
mercial car embodying this dri ve, of which a photograph 
is shown herewi th. The four-cylinder engine is located 
under the seat and is arranged with the flywheel end 
f or ward. It is combined with a three-speed transmis­
sion into a unit power plant . 

At the center of the frame in front there is a fifth 
wheel, by means of which the ca r is steered and th rough 
wh ich the power is transmitted to the front driving 
wheel. To make the steering eas ier the fif th wheel is 
made ·of the ball-beari ng type. The power enters the 
upper part of the fifth wheel through a horizontal shaft, 
whence it is transmitted to a short vertical shaft con­
centr ic with the fift h wheel by means of a pair of spiral 
bevel gears. Another pair of spiral bevel gears trans­
mits the power to the differential gear, from which con­
nection is made to each f ront dri ving wheel by means 
of a shaft with two universal joints. 

The front wheels are car ried on spi ndles which a re 
supported f rom the lower member of the fifth wheel by 
means of t hree semi -elliptic cross springs-two at the 
same level below the wheel axis and t he third centrally 

Close-up of the fifth wheel used on the Marsh wagon 
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above the axis . A ball stud is fastened into an arm 
secured to the lower member of the fifth wheel, from 
which t he usua l drag link connects to the arm of the 
steering gear. 

Among the advantages claimed for this construction 
by the inventor are the following : Better acceleration, 
especially under condit ions of heavy going; by providing 
a t r ansmission brake, four-wheel braking without drums 
on the front wheels; freedom from skidding and greater 
stability, due to the three-point support of the chassis 
f rame; reduction in t he strains on t he chassis due to 
the three-point support ; short tu rning radius; small un­
spr ung weight both in front and rear; body may be 
placed very low for stability and ease of loading and 
un loading. 

It is to be expected that automobile eng ineers will 
not look very favorably on the fifth wheel method of 
steering, owing to the heavy shocks which collisions with 
road obstacles must impose upon the steering mechan­
ism. A number of the features of the des ign are the 
subject of patents or patent applications, including the 
means provided for compensating fo r the torque re­
action on the front axle, so as to eliminate any influence 
of the driving power on the steering mechanism. 

Front view of Marsh front-drive delivery wagon 

From Automotive Industries, April, 1927, courtesy Keith Marvin 
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GIVE CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE 
by W. F. Robinson 

One of the most important things we can do as historians is to pass on 
our knowledge to others. Probably the best way to do this is to write it 
down and have it published . Not all of us do , but we certainly encourage 
such activity, in our own publications, in other scholarly journals , and in 
the commercial press . It is important that we bear in mind , as we engage 
in these activities, that the use and presentation of such material is subject 
to certain rules. 

Over the centuries, certa in conventions have become accepted with 
respect to the use of the ideas and research of others. Clergy cite the 
authority of the Bible, scientists build on earlier published work, and lawyers 
bolster their points with legal precedents. 

Along with these conventions arose the concept that copying another' s 
work and pass ing it off as one ' s own was a serious misdeed. We all learned 
early in life that copying from another student 's answers or paper was 

• inexcusable. It is no different fo r adul ts. There has recently been a fl urry 
of controversy over the discovery that parts of Martin Luther King 's doctoral 
dissertation were plag iari zed. 

Save yourself embarrassment. Give credi t to others whenever you use 
their material, and put quotation marks around material that you are quoting 
verbatim . It boils down to an issue of fairness. All knowledge is a matter 
of accretion of many minds. When someone has made a real contribution 
it shou ld be acknowledged . 

Academics have raised the practice to cult status , and it doesn' t take 
much hunting to find books where only a fr:.ction of the page is text , the 
rest but a jungle of footnotes. But it isn' t necessary to go to extremes to 
be gracious and correct. The purpose of writing is to provide for the exchange 
of ideas and information, and often the least pretentious form of presentation 
can be the most effective. 

SAH ex ists primari ly to be a fo rum on automotive hi story . We tend to 
be unpretentious and in formal, but the extension of th is informality to the 
haphazard presentation of ideas can be dangerous . The blithe use in print 
of another' s insight , often based on long periods of study and patient 
digging, without giving credit , arouses anger and annoyance . If you don ' t 
have an exact citation for a po int you wish to make, at least quali fy your 
text by indicating that you are using another person ' s gem. 

Footnotes, whether at the bottom of the page or tucked away at the 
end , tend to break up the fl ow. The reader is never sure whether to im­
mediately consult the note, so as to fully understand the point or its deri va­
tion , or whether to keep reading and come back to it later. A thicket of 
'' loc . cit. ," "op. cit. ," and similar jargon can be intimidating. But the proper 
effect can be achieved by simply mentioning sources in the narrative. 

Most published material is also covered by copyright , which is a matter 
of statutes and a great quantity of case law . The important point with 
copyright material is to ask permission for its use. Most publishers and 
authors are generous with their permission , but such permission must be 
sought and stated in your text or credits. 

There is a vast amount of thought in the public domain. No one knows 
who gave the Model 'T " the name of "fli vver ," and there is considerable 
controversy over the derivation of the word "jeep." Today it is a registered 
trademark of Chrysler Corporation. Someone must have been the fi rst to 
credit the self-starter with interesting women in automobiles after the bug­
bear of cranking was banished , but who was it? The history of invention 
is full of simultaneous unconnected instances, and if more than one mi nd 
can conceive a si ngle invention then more than one may coincidentally hit 
the same thought. Embarrassing as such instances might be, we are addres­
sing the careless or wi ll ful use of another person's intellectual property, 
which is his or hers just as much a if protected by patent or copyright. 
The watchword is caution. 

None of the above should intimidate anyone from accumulating material , 
researching, and writing. Nearly every member has something to share, 
and should fee l free, even be encouraged to express it in writing. Information 
should be disseminated , and wi th the automobile having reached its centen­
ary those with personal know ledge of its early days are few . Those who 
have talked to them ought to get those memories and opinions on paper. 

We are a society of kindred spi ri ts, and from my experience a group 
more than willing to be helpful. Asking another member to review a manu­
script can be very helpful , and protect against embarrassment. 
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STEAM CARRIAGE QUESTIONS 

I am researching old steam carriages built circa 1685 to the 1870s. Has 
anyone ever heard of the Mathew Broderick vehicle built in Copenhagen 
in 1825? According to Af!L erican Mechanics Magazine, it ran from Paris 
to Copenhagen. How about the Ravelle (internal combustion-engined?) car 
of 1868? 

I am also trying to find out more about the Ashworth steam carriage 
built in Hali fax , Nova Scotia in 1788, and also the Apollos Kinsey vehicle 
built in Hartford , Connecticut in 1787 . Was Francis Moore 's vehicle of 
1769 merely a legend , or did James Watt really have jealousy toward him? 
Maybe Hero actually did build a self-propelled aeliophile on wheels! 

I have seen a picture of the Nuremburg self-propelled cannon of 1760-
1770, and I don' t see how it was steered . Was it really competition to 
Cugnot' s fa rdier? If anyone would like to correspond , I have a lot of 
opinions and many questions. Maybe Solomon de-Caus shouldn't have 
been locked up in the Paris Asylum after all! Dean Lehrke, 1927 Tele­
phone Street, Fort Mill , SC 29715. 

THE NEW ENGLAND AUTO LIST 

The New. England Auto List and Tourist was begun in 1907 and reported 
in weekly issues info rmation on motor vehicle registrations for the six New 
England states . Thi s info rmation included license number , owner and 
owner's address, make of automobile or truck , model year, taxable horse­
power, and serial number. Annual issues summarized information at least 
for the years 19 12, 19 13, and 19 14 . The 1913 issue , for example , has 
nearly 700 pages with 68 listings on each page fo r a total of 50 ,000entries. 

The latest issue I have seen is dated December 2 , 1922, by which date 
the listing was reduced to the Massachuseus Auto List and Tourist . Some­
time between 19 15 and 1922 the info rmation given was changed from auto 
serial number to engine nu mber, which is less informati ve than the manufac­
turer's serial number. 

These annuals have yielded considerable information on many obscure 
makes, as serial numbers may be used to estimate total production for var­
ious makes, providing a suffi ciently large number of samples can be found . 

Recent searching in these lists has uncovered a previously unrecorded 
automobile named Kenwell or Kenwill , of which only five examples have 
been found . This car seems to have been built in New Haven, Connecticut. 

Despite this serial having surv ived for at least fourteen years, copies 
are exceedingly scarce . I would be very interested in learning of any copies 
of the NEAL held by SAH members which might be borrowed or photo­
copied . G. Marshall Naul, 534 Stublyn Rd. , Granville, OH 43023. 
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RECYCLING HISTORY 
I was interested in your "Editorial Comment" in SAH Journal No. 130. 

Enclosed is a copy of the back cover of the 1991 Canadian Cadillac catalog, 
a very nice color catalog which doesn' t seem to suffer a bit from the 
recycling mode . Of course, it mi ght self-destruct in 30 days. Phil Dumka, 
P.O. Box 84, Carlisle, MA 01741. 

And if so. does it mark the beginning of the end of literature collecting as 
we know it ? - Editor 

LINDSAY'S TECHNICAL BOOKS 

I like the concept of reviewing older books and thought that members 
would like to learn of Lindsay's Technical Books, a weird catalog incl uding 
reprints from the 1880s to WWII. The current catalog runs 88 pages and 
is geared fo r the do-it-yourself craftsman and the interested historian. Most 
of the items deal with metalworking with an emphasis on machine work . 
One modem series details how to build a metal lathe and miller from cratch 
usi ng time instead of money!! Many of the books would have applicat ion for 
the auto restoration hobbyist , including mold making and casting principles . 

The automotive items include: 1942 Ford Trade School Shop Theory ; 
19 10 Automobile Manufac ture; Gelderrnan ' s Henry Ford biography ; 
selected articles from American Machinist magazine; Automobiles of 1906; 
and Hhydrogen Ffuels. 

Steam engines are extensively covered technically but the best are the 
histories of the famou machinists and tool makers: "English and American 
Tool Builders" by Roe (1916); "James Nasmyth , Engineer - An Auto­
biography (1884); Fred Colvin 's "Sixty Years with Men & Machines" 
( 1947); and "Engineering Reminiscences" by Charles T . Porter ( 1908). 

I haven' t read the Colvin book, but it should be good as he was editor 
of American Machinist for many years. The Nasmyth book is the earl iest , 
and although edi ted by Samuel Smiles is not a leisurely read for modem 
eyes. He is famous for havi ng invented the steam hammer. He elaborates 
on hi s many other inventions and recognition in diverse fields , such a 
astronomy. You do have to endure a near boast on how he stopped unionism 
with contract child labor. 
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"Tool Builders" is good and has an extensive list of ew England and 
Great Lakes shops which may be of use to those regional special ists. The 
Porter book is a wonderful read. He essenti ally invented the high speed 
steam engine , jumping power technology from 60 rpm to several hundred 
rpm. This book was prepared from a long series of articles from Power 
and American Machinist magazi nes. His li fe was not without troubles in 
both Europe and America . He did express amazement , while working at 
Joseph Whitworth in England, at the worn-out shop of the company that 
supposedly made the fi nest English machine tools. Customer's tools would 
be used to complete work impossible on the worn-out shop equipment. Whit­
worth's shop had reached perfection many years earlier and the master would 
broach no change, no matter how small. After returning from a several­
month-long illness , he fired his brother fo r mov ing a table' A good book. 

Current prices are reasonable , with the 300-400 page paperbacks in the 
$ 15 range. Request the large catalog from Lindsay Pub! icat ions, Inc. , P. 0 . 
Box 583 , Manteno , IL 60950 , (8 15) 468-3668 or Fax (8 15) 468-3694 . 
D. j. Kava , 1755 Bandera , Beaumont, TX 77706. 

THE CLASSIC KISSEL , by Val V. Quandt. 123 pages, 142 black-and­
white illustrations. Hardbound , 8 1/z X II '!. inches. ISBN 0-942495-08-X. 
Palmer Publications, In c., Amherst, WI . Available from Hartford Heri­
tage , Inc., 147 N. Rural St. , Hartford, WI 53027 . $29 .95 postpaid. 
Soft cover edition $ 19 .95 postpaid . 

The Kissel was one of this country's finer quality independents, 
and was highl y regarded both on home turf and abroad . In its 25-year 
hi tory ( 1907- 193 1), it would produce around 25,000 units . Kissel 
production was not limited to passenger cars alone, but was augmented 
by a larger truck line , which distinguished the name in Europe during 
World War I , plus the National Ki ssel funeral cars and the Bradfield 
tax icab line . The cars came in all s izes and model s, although the " Ki ssel 
Kar" termino logy was truncated to simply " Kissel" during World War 
I, to escape any onus of being considered "Gem1an ." Various power 
and cylinder patterns marked the make , inc lud ing a short-lived twelve . 

Ki sel's boom years came in the 1920s, the cars readily distinguish­
able by their high "cathedral-shaped" radiators with the Ki ssel badge 
on the core rather than the top of the she ll . A three-quarter running 
board gave the car a di stincti ve air of portiness. The Kissel was , in 
appearance , unique, and was seldom mi staken fo r any other make. 
Probably best known today is the "Gold Bug" speedster of the early 
and mid- twenties, though the raki sh "White Eagle" mode l of its sunset 
years was even more striking in de ign. The c losed cars inc luded a 
sedan-berline model with glass divi sion . 

Ki s e l' s end was precipitated by two major things, neither of which 
could it surmount. The phas ing out of the independents nibbled at the 
company's vitality, and the appearance of Archie Andrews and his 
ill -fated Ruxton car hastened the company' demise . Ki sel , along wi th 
Moon , built Ruxto ns along with their own bread-and-butter cars. No­
thing could have saved the company , and Kissel gave up in 1930, its 
remaining stock sold off as 193 1 models. 

This book is well-written , and automotive hi storians owe Dr. Quandt 
a great deal for hi s gumption in keeping alive the story of one of 
America 's better cars. The introduction , by Kissel expert E . E. Husting, 
gives the volume an "offic ial" imprimatur. 

- Keith Marvin 
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METZ MYSTERY DEEPENS 
The plot thickens ' Although several members have tried to be helpful , 

we have yet to posit ively identi fy the pioneer car introduced by Mike 
Worthington-Williams in SAH Journal No. 126. Billed by a former owner 
as a Metz, but bearing substantial resemblance to the Hertel automobile 
built by the Oakman Motor Vehicle Company of Greenfield , Massachusetts 
from 1895 to 1900, the car 's true identity has yet to yield to sleuths of the 
Society. 

Now we hear from Mike with some intriguing information. The current 
owner has been working on the car , and upon removing a wooden panel 
on which the trembler coils were located found this lettering on the back: 
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CHARL fS 
SAH Journal welcomes advertisements from members . Ads are free , 
and should concern items of interest to historians: books, literature , 
photographs , illustrations , memorabilia, information , for sale , 
wanted, to trade. Ads for vehicles or parts are not accepted. 

I 0 \J 
FOR SALE: Two handsome books on European automobile body building: 

The letters are painted on the panel clearly cut down from a larger piece 
of wood. Thi could be a red herring, as the panel could have come from 
somewhere or someone unrelated to the car , but then again it could be the 
vital clue. If it is related to the car's history , we don't know if the builder' s 
surname or his middle name began with "C," or even whether "Charles C" 
might have been a later owner or someone who once worked on the car. 
It might correctly center the search on Iowa. Eager beavers be advised , 
however, that we 've already checked the gazetteer in Standard Catalog of 
American Cars 1805- 1942 for Iowa entries beginning with "C" and come 
up empty. 

Le Auto d' oro: Evoluzione Della Carrozzeria Daile Oritini al 1940. 40 
colored illustrations by Fabio Luigi Rapi, text by F. Santovetti. Published 
by the Auto Club d ' Italia , 1968; 89 pages , with additional photographs. 
Large horizontal format. 

Un Siecle de Carrosserie Franfaise , by Jean Henri-Labourdette 
(Lausanne: Edita , 1972), 241 pages with hundreds of photographs. Will 
sell and ship for best offer over $25 each . James Laux, 2849 Gilna 
Court, Cincinnati, OH 45211. 

WANTED : Any information about Barney Pollard of Detroit; his unique 
collection of old cars stacked vertically in sheds. How many , how di s­
posed , etc .? Charles Betts, 804 Yardley Commons, Yardley , PA 19067. 

DIRECTORY UPDATE 

-------------- NEW MEMBERS - -------------

BENTIVEGNA, Nicholas 
32 16 Community Avenue 
La Crescenta. CA 9 12 14 

POWELL, Ru th 
Mail Drop 455 
Frankl in Center, PA 1909 1 

15 16 

15 17 

SHORT, Matthew S. 15 18 
424 South Verlinden 
Lansing. Ml 489 15 

SILLS, Richard P. . 1519 
10 16 · 16th St. NW . Sui te 600 
Washington. DC 20036 

AMYES, T im 1520 
2-4 Torbrex 
Torbrex Vi ll age 
Stirling Fl<7 9 HL 
SCOTLAND 

FLAH ERTY , Leonard E . 152 1 
1523 Foothill Blvd . 
Calistoga. CA 94515 

ZEPPENFELD, Alan J . 1522 
P.O . Box 50 
Ho neoye Falls. NY 14472 

PARKER, J o hn A. 1523 
192 Shaftesbury A venue 
Bedford 5052 
Western Australia 
AUSTRALIA 

BRUDER , Thomas . 1524 
424 Brookl ine A venue 
Havertown, PA 19083 

E IFE RT , Dave 1525 
2760 Golden Gale Blvd . W 
Naples. A. 33964 

HEILIG, J ohn G . 1526 
25 - 21st Street 
Jericho, NY 11753-2534 

KLUG, Patricia . 1527 
700 East State Street 
lo la, WI 54990 

ROBI NSON, J a mes E. 1528 
625 Oak Springs Dri ve 
Edmond , OK 73034 

SMITH , John R. 1529 
17 Verdu n Drive 
Akron, O H 443 12 

T H ER OUX , Matthew L. 
5420 N . 38th Street 
Mi lwaukee. WI 53209 

T HOMPSON, Benjamin F . 
595 N. Galloway Street 
Xe nia. OH 45385 

WEAVER, David A. 
6 142 W . Stephe nson St . Rd . 
Freeport , IL 6 1032 

CONN, Todd R . 
P.O . Box 503 
Sho rt Hills. NJ 07078-0503 

REED, Randy . 
3420 Harmony Lane 
Spring Valley. CA 91977 

MOLLINEAUX , Val 
P.O . Box 8046 
Portland . ME 04 104 

M ARTI N, Nan E. 
2 159 Eaglev iew Dr. #D 
Speedway. IN 46224 

SMITH, Rodger 
103 1 - 12th su~•• East 
Owen So und , ON N4K 5V4 
CA ADA 

SHE RIDAN, Michael 
GP/Publi shing. Inc . 
4140 South Lapeer Road 
Orion. M l 48359 

STOREY, Richard 
32 High Street 
Kenilworth 
Warwickshi re CVS I LZ 
ENGLAND 

K NIG HT, J, . 
Brooks Auctions 
8 1 Westside 
London SW4 9AY 
ENG LAND 

1530 

153 1 

1532 

1533 

1534 

.. 1535 

1536 

1537 

1538 

1539 

1540 

BE ATTIE, M. . .... .. . . . 1541 
Brooks Auct ions 
8 1 Westside 
Londo n SW4 9A Y 
ENGLAND 

G RAUSHINSKY , Stephen E . . 1542 
Connect icut Antique Auto 
SaJe m Four Comers 
Sa lem. CT 064 15 

DIEFENDERFER, Frank C . 1543 
308 East Par A venue 
Orlando. FL 32804 

FORO, P. Walter , M.D. 1544 
931 NE Larch Drive 
Bend , OR 97701 

DEAN, Larry A. 1545 
429 Stelko Ave nue 
Bend. O R 9770 1 

LEHRKE, Dean 1546 
1927 Telephone Su-eet 
Fort Mill , SC 297 15 

BEEBE, J. Ted . 1547 
225 15 Sunnydale 
St. Clair Shores. Ml 48081 

McCONNELL, C urt 1548 
921 E Street 
Lincoln. NE 6&508 

PRZYBYLSKI , Robert . 1549 
60-59 68th A venue 
Ridgewood . NJ 11385 

ADAMSON, Henry N. 1550 
P.O . Box 490 
Lake Forest. IL 60045 

MINNERS, Howard A . . 155 1 
4700 Locust Hill Court 
Bethesda , MD 20& 14 

ESPLAN , A. . . . . . . . . . . . 1552 
Chun:h Street 
Amberly 
Nr. Arunde l, West Sussex BN18 9NE 
ENGLAND 

WARE, M . E. 1553 
National Motor Museum 
Beaulieu 
Brockenhu rsl , Hampshire S042 7YL 
ENGLAND 

BEHLOW, Herbert 
15 12 Medinah Circ le 
Lawrence , KS 66047 
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POULSON, Steven E. . 1555 
2320 Ell is A venue 
Boise , 1D 83702 

O ' MA Y, T homas . 1556 
41 5 S. Mount Vernon Ave. #147 
San Bernard ino, CA 924 10 

MrELEC KI, Tim . 1557 
1305 Ocean Shore Blvd . 
Ormond by the Sea. A. 32176 

BEUTEL, Errol A. 1558 
12 Whitehead Road 
The Gap 
Queensland 406 1 
AUSTRALIA 

KAUZLARIC H , David F. 1559 
135 Kingston Drive 
Slidell , LA 70458 

CONSTANTINO, Joseph P . . 1560 
75 Long Acre Road 
Rochester . NY 1462 1 

GLYNN, James P. 156 1 
3 1 Mathews Drive 
Hi lion Head . SC 29926 

--REINSTATED--

BEARDSLEE, Robert S . . 12 11 
60 Chicago Avenue 
Groton. CT 06340 

OOWDESWELL, John ...... 798 
24 Ducks Hill Road 
Northwood , Middlesex HA6 2NR 
ENGLAND 

HAYES, Roy 1277 
7795 Antelope Road , # 137 
Ci1rus Heights. C A 956 10 

mCKOCK, Rlchard A. . .... 507 
3 11 3 Piper Drive 
Decatur , GA 30033 

TATLOCK, Alvuo Casal 1184 
Pedro F. Berro 1335 A.402 
Montevideo 
UR UG UAY 

VAN DUSER, Douglas ...... 267 
6529 Trenton Place 
Charlone , NC 28226 

-CHANGES OF ADDRESS-

CASEY, Robert 1385 
Curato r of Automoti ve History 
Archi ves & Library 
Henry Ford Museum 

& Greenfield Village 
P.O . Box 1970 
Dearborn . Ml48 12 1- 1970 

CROTTY, Thomas M. ______ 994 
1125 East Piute Ave nue 
Phoenix. AZ 85029 

GAYLORD, Foster R . 1342 
329 Cherry View Drive 
Midland, Ml 48640 

LOCKE, William S . ........ 265 
Rt. # 1. Box 254 
Monticello . IN 47960 

MARGOLIUS, Ivan 
3 Chun:h Road 
Silsoe 
Bedfordshire MK45 4EH 
ENGLAND 

1467 

MAXWELL, Robert 1383 
P.O . Bo x 2699 
North Parramaua 
New South Wales 2 15 1 
AUSTRALI A 

MILLER, Rlck 
133 1 Blaine Avenue 
Janesville . Wl 53545- 1854 

1411 

PADGETT. Nina . 1437 
3722 Sunset Lane 
Frankl in Park . IL 6013 1 

--DECEASED--

FLINT, Sam . 1406 

WOLFF, Raymond A. 838H 
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REACH BACK FOR THE FUTURE: In 1950. Nash Motors retrieved one of the companr ' s oldest heirloon1s. 
and called irs new "compact" the Rambler. This must be a protot l'pe or early production car . as it lacks 
the f ender script seen on later models. This photo probably begot the mnh that the car could be dri1•en ll'ilh 
1he 1op in a "de Ville" position. Nor only did it lack a means of securinR the header in midstream. there 
would have been no rearward vision . From the editor's collection. 
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