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IN MEMORIAM: 
GRIFFITH BORGESON 

1918-1997 

I nternationa lly-recogn ized automot ive writer, 
· researcher and historian Griffith Borgeson died on June 29 

in Provence , France, where he and hi s wife Jasmine had 
lived s ince 1965. 

Born in Berkley, Cal ifornia on December 2 1, 1918, he 
literally grew up on the Un iversity of California, Berkley 
campus where he began auditing courses at the age of 13 . 
His journa li sm career commenced in high schoo l by 
writing music and theater columns for the school paper. 

During World War II , he held responsible engineering 
positions in shipbui ldin g at the Kaiser Shipyard in 
Richmond , California . His first foray into automotive 
writing was with Vol. I , number I of Motor Trend. He 
eventually became editor-in-chief of the pioneer postwar 
U.S. car magazine. He turned to freelancing in mid-1952 
and in 1955 wrote hi s first article for Road & Track 
becoming a steady contributor right through recent yea r . 
Along with Eugene Jaderqui t, he wrote Classic and 
Sports Cars in 1954 . After mo ing from California to the 
island of Jamaica in 1962, he and Jasmine then m.oved to 
Turin, Italy for two years and then to the south of France. 
He wrote his epic tome, The Golden Age o(the American 
Racing Car in 1965 and was in the process of updating a 
new edit ion at the time of his death. 

Whi le writi ng Golden Age, he became friends with 
Roland Bugatti , which sixteen yea rs later resulted In 
Griff's iconoclast ic and controversia l Bugatti by 
Borgeson. 

Less known , perhaps. are his books on hot rods 
including Best Hot Rods (with Jaderquist) , Best Hot Rods 
II, Hot Rods and Building and Racing Hot Rods, Griff also 
wrote Challenger, about Mickey Thompson , the 
authoritative The Classic Twin-Cam Engine and erudite 
artic les in Automotive Quarterly as well as the limited 
ed iti on AQ book Errett Lobban Cord- The Man and His 
Motorcars. His groundbreaking work on Harry A. Miller 
and hi s discovery in the Bugatti factory and subseq uent 
restoration of one of the legendary Miller 91 racing cars is 
well known throughout the historic automobile world. 

His honors through the yea rs were plentiful and well 
deserved. He was the American Delegate and Membre 
Titulaire of the Commission Historique ln ternationale of 
the FIA , Pari s; member and judge of the book award 
committee Associazione ltaliana per Ia Storia 
dell ' Automobi le; winn er of numerous awards for the best 
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book or article of the year and friend chronicler of many 
automotive legend s such as Leo Goossen , Battista 
Pininfarina, uccio Bertone, Franco Scaglione, Enzo 
Ferrari and Vittorio Jano. 

For over 40 years now, I have had a case of hero 
worship when it came to Griff Borgeson. One of the great 
privileges of my life was to become friends with him and 
publish some of hi s work in Special Int erest Autos. Ever 
since receiving a copy of Classic and Sports Cars as a 
Christmas present in 1954, I had been in awe of his 
knowledge and his elegant way with words. When we 
fina lly met, during the Miller conclave at Laguna Seca a 
few years ago, it was like seeing an old friend and our 
mutual regard was obvious and immediate . On visits to 
that great French show, Retromobile , walking the aisles 
with Griff was like a slow proce sion with a revered 
personage. He knew eve ryone and everyone knew and 
admired him. To sit down and have lunch or dinner with 
him and his charming wife, Jahs, was to embark on an 
adventure in learning-not ju t about cars , but about life . 

Fluent in French Italian and pan ish, Griff was a true 
renaissance man , equally comfortable discussing the 
philology of the French language or some technical 
inno ation on the Berliet truck. How many people ha e 
ever sa id that they adored Bonneville with or without 
cars? Griff did, and that's an indication of his world view. 
He had an unceasing curiosity about the world around him 
which made him a superior journalist and communicator. 
Most of a ll , he was an individual , and that is one of the 
reasons I think he was most comfortab le in France, where 
individualite shou ld be joined to liberte , egalite et 
(raternite. He loved wearing wildly patterned shirt and 

outhwestern style string ties. Hi s white hair was worn in 
a hipster ponytail and hi s white beard was almo t as much 
of a trademark as that of Hemmingway 's . Griff was 
passionate about getting things exactly right, whether it 
was trying, unsuccessfull y, to improve my ghastly French 
accent or checking the precise specifications of a car. This 
made him an editor's dream. You could trust his work to 
be spot-on when the fina l manu script was received. All of 
us who knew him or learned from hi s works wi ll rejoice in 
hi s long, creative, productive life and revere the memory 
of a si ngular man who set a standard for a ll of us who 
would call ourselves historians. 

What he wrote about himself in some notes seven 
year ago is perhaps the most revealing glimpse of all into 
this remarkable person : " Physica l age 72 ; spiri tuall y 27." 
And he st ill was the rest of his life. 

Au revoir, mon cher ami ... 
-David Brownell 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT: 

FEW WILL MISS THEM, BUT I WILL 

Well , it 's about to happen again. Just as Kevin Murphy writes 
of the 40th Anniversary of the production of the first Edsel in 
Somervi ll e, Mass., the final model of another American brand is 
preparing to roll down the assembly line half a continent away. 
In thirty years, I doubt there wi ll be enough people who care to 
have a reunion for this brand. 

ince World War II , the three major American automobile 
manufacturers have narrowed the field of brands down to a tidy 
sum. A !though some people say that there are sti II too many, I 
feel that it is sad when any brand ceases production. 

2 

September-October 1997 

Ford took the brave step in 1957 to add Edse l to their 
"Family of Fine Cars." We all know how that turned out and 
there are the fans of the Ed el who proudly drive their 
interestingly sty led cars to how and gatherings. 

Chrys ler folded the De oto brand after thirty-four year . 
Fewer young people have heard of thi brand, much less seen 
one, so it 's difficu lt to imag ine that the DeSoto lived longer 
than the more memorable Edsel by more than three decades! 

After the 1950s took Kaiser-Frazer and Packard and the 
1960s took the long-li ved tudebaker, few were bold enough 
to try to launch a new brand. Sure Bricklin so ld a few 
thousand and Delorean a couple thousand more, but nobody 
attempted for rea l volume production ... until. .. 

In the Spring of 1987, Chrys ler went to "the last of the 
independents" (please pardon me, Pat Foster) and purchased 
the little automaker for their very profitable Jeep Corporation. 
Along with the deal came more than I ,000 loya l dealer , a 
seventeen-year old wagon with four-wheel drive, and a sty li sh 
sedan engineered with the help of Renault and designed by 
Gi ugiaro. 

At the beginning of the 1988 model year, the AM C red, 
white and blue signs came down and up went the traditional 
Chrysler sign with Jeep and a new name: Eagle. 

For 1988, Eagle offered the Canadian-built Premier sedan 
and the Renau lt-built Medallion . Later models included the 

ummit (based on the Mitsubishi models) and the Talon 
(produced jointly by Chrys ler and Mitsubishi). Eagle became 
a full-fledged membert of the Chrys ler family in 1992 with the 
in troduction of the sporty Vision family sedan . Engineering for 
this model (and the rest of Chry ler's life-saving LH edan ) 
cou ld be traced back to the AMC/Eagle Premier. 

In the car's fir t fu ll calendar year ( 1993), just over 25,000 
were registered in the Uni ted States. ot bad except for the 
fact that the Chrysler vers ion so ld more than 54,000 that same 
year and Dodge sold nearly 85,000. Things only got worse 
from there fo r the Eagle while the other two models got better. 

Every month, Automotive News ranks the ten brands with 
the greatest change in sa les from the previous year. This year, 
almost every month, Eagle has been the worst preforming 
brand. In August, Eagle lost another 43 .5% of sales compared 
to 1996 's poor sales. 

Chrysler Corporation has been telling dealers for months 
that a new Vision was coming in January. Spy photos have 
appeared. Well , I have it on good authori ty that the Eagle brand 
is just waiting for the proverbia l fat lady to sing. 

The final Eagle, a Talon, will roll off of the ormal, 
Illinois assembly line of Mitsubishi Motors in the next few 
month . Few will mi s Eagle ... but I will. 

• • • 
Please take note of the new address for myse lf and the 

Journal. To reach me during regu lar business hours (9am to 
6pm , Eastern Time), my new email address at work is 

Fiorani DRI.McGraw-Hill.com my work phone number is 
(78 1 )860-6655 and my home phone number is (978)562-1 090. 
Plea e contact me this way before sending a fax. 

./' - Sam Fiorani , Editor 
/ 

~,,--
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PRESIDENT'S PERSPECTIVE 

"It was a quick two years , wasn't it?" Thus my 
predecessor, Taylor Vinson , closed a recent note to me, and it 
caused me to reflect in a way I hadn't before. Yes, it has been 
a quick two years and I can't recall a minute when being your 
president seemed like a chore. At times the responsibilities 
seemed weighty, but never daunting, mostly because I always 
had help from officers, directors, and committee chairs when I 
needed it. Together we managed to do quite a lot. The first 
task facing any incoming president is making sure that 
everything that already works keeps working. For me that 
meant handing off the publications I had been editing into the 

• hands of others. Fortunately I had willing workers, and the 
new editors not only took over what I had been doing, 
seamless ly, but quickly improved the publications as well. 
Sam Fiorani gave SA H Journal a makeover, added pages, kept 
the rigid schedule, and lowered the cost by taking on more of 
the production himse lf. Taylor Vinson brought new I ife to 
Automotive History Review, giv ing it a regularity I had never 
been able to manage, en I is ted new contributors, and gave us 
our first-ever single-theme issue: Duesenberg in Europe. 

Jim Schild took on the silent auction, adding automation 
and maintaining the level of income needed to balance the 
Society budget. Treasurer Paul Lashbrook brought us into the 
plastic age, with a credit card arrangement that greatly 
simpl ifies payment for members, particularly those overseas. 
He also continued to make our Her hey headquarter an oa i 
in the sea of dust (or mud). Membership chair Matt Son(ield 
continued a recruiting campaign that begun during Taylor's 
administration, which doubled our rate of membership growth 
and re-introduced a large number of fo rmer members to our 
rol ls. Helen Earley and Sinclair Powell made great strides on 
the very daunting task of assem bling an archi ve of Society 
records and award-winning works at the library of the Auburn­
Cord-Duesenberg Museum ; Sinclair, as my vice-pres ident, 
also improved relations with our chapters and re-lit the candle 
under a number of back-burner projects. 

Pat Chappell kept a firm grip on our publ icati ons 
committee, and her successor Pat Foster pushed forward with 
another of our neglected missions, the publication of worthy 
but not commercially viable auto history. SA H Press has 
taking form this summer, and shortly we'l l see the fruits of 
those labors. Nick Fintzelberg kept our prestigious Cugnot and 
Benz Awards on track, relinquishing the latter to Don Keefe 
this year, and I'm indebted to Jim Wren, Dave Lewis, and Matt 
Son(ield for continuing to shepherd the Bradley/Ingersoll, 
Friend of Automotive History, and Brigham Awards , 
respectively. Through it all , Nan Martin carried out the myriad 
duties of the secretarial office, always there when I needed 
her. 

We delved into automotive hi story where it happened . 
Richard Scharchburg showed us the past when the board met 
at Flint, Michigan, visiting the treasures of the Sloan Museum 
and the priceless arch ives at the GMI Al umni Foundation 
co llection. Richard Stevens took us in the footsteps and tire 
tracks of Frank Duryea when we met at Springfield, 
Massachusetts, the crad le of the American auto industry. 
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We did some new things, too. Tom Deptulski renewed the 
challenge of an automotive history conference, a goal of hi s 
since his first election to the board back in 1989. With the 
capable management of Judy Endelman and staff at Henry Ford 
Museum and the assistance of Nick Fintzelberg and other 
members we finall y met that challenge with "The Automobile 
Industry - Past, Present, Future," a centennial conference in 
September 1996. A reprise on an expanded theme is planned for 
next year at that same time. We recognized that any organization 
entering the 2 1st century should have a presence on the internet, 
so we're in the early stages of probing our way into cyberspace 
to build a web site. Along the way I was privileged to meet many 
of you, at Hershey, at the board meetings, and in your own 
locations. I very much enjoyed meeting with the UK Chapter in 
London last autumn, participated in a very interesting publishing 
seminar at Beaulieu the following week, and lived the dream of 
a li fet ime as a passenger in Layton Roberts' mighty Mors on the 
centenary observance of the London-to-Brighton run . 

They've been very quick indeed, these last two years . I'm 
glad to be leaving the helm in the hands of someone as seasoned 
and capable as Sinclair Powell, but I'm not go ing far. You'll be 
hearing from me soon, at renewal time, in my new job. 

-Kit Foster 

25 YEARS AGO AT SAH 

Thanks to Bernard Weis we know that undated ewsletter 
ue o. 26 arri ed in eptember 1972. It contained two 

articles of exceptional interest. The first, "The Automobile in 
India," covered horseless carriages in that coun try from the 
arrival of the first, in 190 I , unti I World War I I. It was written by 
Maurice A. Harrison whose own memories included the Delhi 
Motor Show of 192 1. The second was Jan P Norbye' 
background of the Opel, " Friedrich Lutzmann and His Cars." 

This early effort took place in the 1890s. 
The death of SAH Charter Member Ken Purdy, 59, was 

noted. ew members included Michael J. Worthington-
Williams (#168) 

-Taylor Vinson 
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J. Richard Wager, a member of the Society of Automotive 
Hi torians and a recipient of the Society 's Cugnot Award of 
Distinction, died July 10 at the University of orth Carolina 
Hospital in Chapel Hill , orth Carolina. 

He was the author of Golden Wheels, fir t published in 
1975, with a second edition pub! ished 1986. The book is 
considered the definitive history of the automobi le industry in 
Cleve land and ortheast Ohio from 1892 to 1932. In 1987, he 
was honored by the SA H with its Award of Distinction . 

Wager had been a writer and editor for The Plain Dealer, 
35 years. He was a general ass ignment reporter from 1947 

- until 195 1 when he was named religion editor. From 1963 until 
hi s retirement in 1982, he served as the newspaper 's travel 
editor. 

It was in the late '40s, as a reporter, that he developed his 
interest in antique cars. The Plain Deafer, a morning 
newspaper, required a skeleton staff to be on hand from the 
printing of the last edition until about 2 a.m. each morning. 
Some of the reporters bided their time by playing poker; one 
fe llow taught himse lf Russ ian and others studied their family 
trees. 

Having been born on the same street in Wau eon, Ohio, as 
Barney Oldfield, Wager occupied his early morning hours by 
sifting through the paper 's library to learn what he could about 
the legendary race car driver. Oldfield 's association with the 
Cleveland-made Winton automobile piqued Wager's interest 
in that and the other Cleveland-made car . earl thirty year 
and count less hours of research later, he published Golden 
Wheels. 

J. Richard Wager died of complications a sociated with 
leukemia. He was 77. He and my mother, Gladys, who 
survives him , moved from Cleveland to Chapel Hill in 1986. 

- C. Edwin Wager (J. Richard 's son) 

ADDITIONAL NEWS 

SEE YOU AT 
THE HISTORY TENT WAY 11-12, 
HELP US WITH HOSPITALITY 

The History Tent, the ociety's Hershey headquarters, will 
aga in be located in the White Field, at spaces WAY 11-12. 
Th is is the same location as Ia t year. Come to visit, to talk 
wi th old friends , meet new ones, or just to escape the sun (or 
rain ). We' ll be enrolling new member , and Soc iety 
publications and merc handi se will be on sa le. Light 
refreshments wi ll be on hand for all visitors. 

Paul Lashbrook is again our head host at The Hi tory 
Tent. He will need help, however, to taff the tent throughout 
the weekend. Please leave some time in your schedule to help 
with this most important fu nction . Ca ll Paul now at (954) 587-
5785 to let him know when you'll be ab le to help. 
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POWELL, SCHILD, FINTZELBERG, 
FOSTER NAMED SAH OFFICERS 
ROE, SCHARCHBURG, FIORANI 

ELECTED TO BOARD 

In the recent SAH elections, the candidates for officers 
ran unopposed, and were electeu for a two-year term 
beginning at the close of the 1997 annua l meeting of 
members. The term ends in October 1999. Sinclair Powell, 
currently SA H vice pre ident, was e lected pre ident of the 
Society. Board Member Jim Schild and Nick Fintzefberg 
were chosen vice-president and secretary respectively. 
Outgoing pres ident Kit Faster wi II be the Society 's treasurer. 

For the three-yea r Board of Directors term ending 
October 2000, SAH members have voted in Cugnot Award 
winners Fred Roe and Richard P Scharchburg. and SA H 
Journal editor Sam Fiorani. 

The election of Messrs. Schild and Fintze lberg to offices 
leaves two vacancies on the Board, and in accordance with 
SAH policy they will be filled by director candidates Charles 
Roy and Paul Lashbrook. All the officer -elect will take 
office at the conclusion of the an nual meeting on October 
I Oth. 

There were 205 votes cast this yea r from a total of 808 
ballots mailed. The 1996 election was for Board positions 
on ly. In that e lection , 25 0 votes were cast from a 
membership base of approximately 750. Thus, in 1996, one­
third of the membership oted, while thi s year, only one­
quarter did o. 

- Taylor Vinson 

A UTOCLASSIC LAUNCHED 
IN HUNGARY 

Pal Negyes i, SA H's only member in Hungary, is the 
editor of the new magaz ine, AutoClassic, publi shed by 
lnitium Bt in Budapest. A 64-page glossy full-color 
quarterly, AutoClassic includes feature article and news of 
hi toric vehicles, clubs, and museums. Each issue has a 
particular focu : the fir t i ue contained article on 
coachbuilding, the second on exot ic sportscars. The 
magaz ine is written in Hungarian , with Engli h summaries of 
the art icl es. Contributors to the inaugural issue, in addition to 
Pal himself, include Laszlo Tarkanyi and Dr. Jan Tulis ; an 
art icle on Kurti by Paul Sable is in the second i sue. 

Cover price of AutoC!assic is 364 Forin ts, and loca l 
subscriptions are ava ilabl e. Pal adv ises that over ea 
subscriptions and di stribution are not avai lab le at this time, 
but sampl e copies may be obtained by writing to him at P.O. 
Box 503 , H-1462 Budapest, Hungary, or email to 
npaul mail.elender.hu . 

AutoClassic may also be accessed on line at 
www.hungary.com/autoc las ic . Members intcrc::.tcJ "' 
cars of Hungary and eastern Europe hould also check Pal's 
own web page at www.team .net/www/ktud/ . 
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PUBLICATION AWARD 
NOMINATIONS ANNOUNCED 

Ieven books pub! ished during I 996 have been nominated 
for thi s year's icholas-Joseph Cugnot Award, accord ing to 
award chair Nicholas Fintzelberg. The Cugnot Award, 
pre ented annually, recognizes the best book in the field of 
automotive history. ominated book are: 

A Century of Automotive Sryle: 100 Years of American Car 
Design, by Michael Lamm and Dave Halls, Lamm ­
Morada Publi sh ing Company. 

Hispano-Suiza by Ernest Schmid d'Andres, Edi tions d'Art J.P. 
Berthelemy. 

Offenhauser: The Legendary Racing Engine, by Gordon El iot 
White, Motorbooks International. 

The Metropolitan Story, by Patrick R. Foster, Krause 
Pub! ications. 

Phil Hill: Yankee Champion, by Wi lliam F. olan , Brown Fox. 
Setting the Pace: Oldsmobile 100 Years, by Helen Jones 

Earley and James R. Walkin haw; Publications 
In ternational, Ltd. 

Steamy Dreamer: The Saga of D1~ Hartley 0. Baker and the 
Baker Steamer Motor Car, by Barbara Baker, Centennial 
Publications. 

The Splendid Stutz, edited by Raymond Katzell, The tutz 
Clu b, Inc. 

Quarter Ton, by Pat Ware, Warehouse Publications. 
Military Scammel Illustrated, by Pat Ware. Warehouse 

Publication . 
The GM Motorama - Dream Car of the Fifties, by Bruce 

Berghoff, Motorbook In ternational. 

Don Keefe, chair of the Carl Benz Award committee has 
announced the sixteen nominat ion for be t periodical arti cle 
on automotive history. Artic le nominated are: 

"Suited to a T," by Menno Duerksen, published in Cars & 
Parts . 

"The Fine t Car in the World," by Karl Zahm, The Bulb Horn. 
" trange Bedfellows: The tudebaker/Mercedes Connection," 

by Ken Gross. published in Automobile Quarterly and The 
tar (both versions nominated). 

"1914 M-B GP Car," by George Wingard, The Star. 
"Henry Ford: A Fresh Perspective," by David Lewis, Michigan 

History. 
"Sunken Showcar: Chrysler's Lost orseman," by Charles 

McEwen, Special Interest Autos. 
"SGY - Reading's Refi ned Roadster," by tuart W. Wells, 

Automobile Quarterly. 
"George Romney - On the Path of Per i tence ," by Patrick 

Foster, Automobile Quarterly. 
"The Squatter's Joy - Henry's Lizzie Down Under," by Gavin 

Farmer, Automobile Quarterly. 
"Jomar - The Briti sh Sports Car From ew Hampshire," by 

Jonathan A. Stein, Automobile Quarterly. 
"Fulford by the Sea - The Very Short Life of Miami's Board 
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Track Speedway," by Joseph S. Freeman, Alllomobile 
Quarlerly. 

"C iim bing His Own Ladder- The Elevation of Charles ash," 
by Karla A. Rosenbusch, Automobile Quarterly. 

"Driving In - Life Without Leaving Your Car," by Jim 
HoCkenhull, Automobile Quarterly. 

"Pope-Hartford- Too Good to Fa il ," by Tom Saal, Automobile 
Quarterly. 

"The Racing Schneiders." by Marc Douezy, The Automobile. 

Awards will be presented to the winning authors and 
pub li shers at the an nual banquet to be held October I Oth at 
Hershey. Awards of Distinction wi ll be presented to runner -up 
in each category. 

EDSEL'S BIRTHDAY REMEMBERED 

On Sunday September 7, 1997, the birthday of the Ford 
Edsel was remembered in a big way in Somerville, Mass. on the 
grounds of the Ford plant where the Edsel Corsair and Citation 
were bui lt. 

Dozens of 1958- 1960 Ed el gathered at the omervi ll e 
site which is a few mile outside of downtown Bo ton. The "E­
Day" birthday ce lebrat ion was produced by the ew England 
Chapter of the Edsel owners club. Edse l Corsairs and Citation 
which were built right in omerville were proudly di splayed at 
the event. Many Rangers and illager tation wagons also were 
on di play. A larger crowd gathered to look at one of America s 
most unique and famou s cars ever bui lt. Onlookers had a 
chance to vote on the be t looking Ed el for the awards 
ceremony. A large birthday cake wa even one of the high I ights 
of the day. 

The Somerville Ford Plant operated from 1926-1958. It 
produced more than one mi llion Ford products in its history. It 
won a War Department Award for Exce llence during Wor ld 
War II. early 2,000 people worked at the Somervi ll e plant and 
it se rved Ford and Mercury dealers of the ortheast for many 
year . After its closing. the plant became a warehouse for Fir t 

ational upermarkets until I 977. Presently, it is a large 
shopping mall ca ll ed Assembly Square. Some former workers 
who actually built Edsels were present at the event. 

On a warm late summer day, the echoe of the once 
thriving Ford plant were alive and we ll in Somerville and a 
who le new generation could learn of its glorious past. 

- Kevin P. Murphy 

CUGNOT AUTHORS 
TO SIGN AT HERSHEY 

The authors of this year's winner of the icholas-Joseph 
Cugnot Award will be at The Histo1y Tent at Hershey paces 
WAY 11-1 2 to sign copies of the book. The signing will be 
from I 0:00AM to noon on aturday, October I I th . and copies 
of the book wi ll also be ava ilab le for sa le. 

Announcement and presentation of the awa rd will take 
place the previous evening at the AH banquet and awa rds 
ceremony at the Country Club of Her hey. 



SAH HISTORY CONFERENCE 
RETURNS SEPTEMBER 1998 

PROPOSALS SOUGHT FOR PAPERS 

The Society's second automotive history conference will be 
held in September 1998. Jointly sponsored by the National 
Association of Automobile Museums, it will be conducted in 
conjunction with Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village, as 
was the very successfu l inaugural conference in September 1996. 
That conference brought together academic researchers and lay 
historians; the ai m of the 1998 event is to extend that continuum, 
through the partnership with NAAM , to museum professionals, 
and thus more effectively approach the general public. 

The sponsors are seeking proposals for papers to be 
presented at the conference, to be held September 9th, 1Oth, 11th, 
and 12th 1998 at Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan. 
Entitled "Interpreting the Automobile," the conference will be a 
symposium exploring the impact and mean ing of the automobile 
in America. Proposals are invited on topics pertaining to 
the interpretation of the automobile, its industry, and the culture 
surrounding it. Potential topics of interest might be automobile 
manufacturing, the cultural impact of the automobile, the 
roadside economy, the growth of cities, or interpretive issues in 
presenting automotive history to the public. 

Proposals should include the title of the submiss ion, names 
and affi liations of presenters, chairs, participants etc., together 
with addresses, phone/fax numbers, e-mail addresses of contact 
personnel , proposed format (paper, panel , workshop, etc.) and a 
one-page ab tract describing the content of the presentation. The 
deadline for proposals is January 15th, 1998; notification of 
preliminary acceptance wi ll be made by April 1st, 1998. 
Proposals should be submitted to: 

Judy Endelman 
Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village 

P.O. Box 1970 
Dearborn, M148 121 -1970 USA 

telephone (3 13) 982-6071 
fax (313) 982-6244 

email: endelman@hfmgv.org 

BID HIGH, BID OFTEN 
IN SILENT AUCTION 

Catalogs for the Society's annual si lent auction of 
automotive books, literature, and memorabilia will soon be 
mailed to all members. Auction chair Jim Schild has announced 
that bid forms must be returned to him by the posted closing 
date. Fo llowing tabu lation of the bids, winning bidders wi ll be 
notified and merchandise will be shipped upon receipt of 
payment. 

The Si lent Auction is the SAH's major fund raiser, and the 
single most important source of income after membership dues. 
Your high bid will enhance your library and benefit the Society's 
programs. 
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COMETOTHEANNUALBANQUET 
OCTOBER lOTH AT COUNTRY CLUB 

OF HERSHEY 

The Society's annual meeting and awards banquet will be 
held Friday even ing, October I Oth, 1997, at the Country Club 
of Hershey in Hershey, Pennsy lvania. The event will 
convene with a cash bar at 6:30PM ; dinner will be served at 
7:15 in the Candl elight Dining Room. Highlight of th e 
evening will be the presentation of the Cugnot, Benz, and 
Brigham publication awards, the E. P. Ingersoll Award for 
non-print media, the Jam es J. Bradley Di stinguished Service 
Award and the naming of this year's Friend of Automotive 
History. 

The Country Club is located at I 000 East Derry Road in 
Hershey. From the flea market fields, take Hersheypark 
Dri ve east to the end, and turn right. At the next stop sign , 
turn left on East Derry Road; the Country Club is the first 
driveway on the right. Use the upper entrance and go straight 
in to the SA H reception tab le. 

Cost of the dinner is $28.00. If you have not made your 
reservations yet, cal l Kit Foster at (860)464-6466 
immediately. 

AHF OPENS IN DEARBORN 

The Automotive Hall of Fame, winner of SAH's 1997 
James J. Bradley Distinguished Service Award, has opened 
its all -new facility in Dearborn , Michigan. Descr ibed by 
president Gene McKinney as "the on ly visitor attraction in the 
world that represents the globa l motor vehicle industry," the 
Hall of Fame interprets the stor ies of the people behind the 
industry. 

"The People Place," as it is known, feat ures interactive 
exhi bits li nking to the people behind names like Ford, 
Chevro let, Benz, Mack and Honda. Founded in 1939 by 
Char les Brady King, Eddie Rickenbacker, M.J . Duryea, 
Mi ll er Reese Hutchinson, and Albert Reeves, the AHF has 
each year inducted individual s who have made a significant, 
dramatic impact on the development of cars or trucks, or on 
the products, processes, or concepts involved in producing 
them. For many years, located in Midland, Michigan, the 
AHF has relocated to become accessible to a greater number 
of visitors . The grand opening of the new facility took place 
on August 16th. 

The Automot ive Hall of Fame is located at 21400 
Oakwood Boulevard in Dearborn , next to Henry Ford 
Museum & Greenfield Village. It is open daily from 
Memorial Day to the end of October, and closed on Mondays 
the rest of the year. It is also closed on Thanksgiving, 
Chri stmas, and ew Year's Days . Admission is $6.00 for 
adults (13 -61 years), $5.50 for seniors and $3.00 for youths 
5-12 . Admission is free for children age 4 and younger. For 
further information, call (888)298-4748, (3 13)240-4000 from 
outs ide the USA or within area 313. 
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SAH JOURNAL GETS 
A GOLDEN QUILL 

Taylor Vinson said, " it's about time someone gives us an 
award." Old Cars Weekly gives credit to outstanding 
publications from automotive organizations. The certificate 
g iven to the Society read, "The editors of Old Cars honor SAH 
Journal as a 1996 recipient in the category of Pub! ications By 
Museums and Associations." 

As the current editor of the Journal, I would like to take 
this chance to honor those people who have earned this award 
for the Society of Automotive Historians. 

In 1996, those people who put their mark on the six issues 
• of the SAH Journal were Nancy Adams, Nick Baldwin, A.J. 

Ball Ill, Errol Beutel, Griffith Borgeson, Joseph Bortz, Robert 
Braunschweig, Grace Brigham, G.H. Brooks, Lawrence 
Brough, Dick Browne, Chris Bur/ace, E. Dean Butler, Peter 
Card, John Chevedden, John Conde, Z.B. Conley, Bill 
Cuthbert, Dennis David, David DuBrul, Rob Etherington, Kit 
Foste1; Pat Foster, Donald L. Franson, Verne Frantz, Bryan K. 
Goodman, Walt Gosden, Max Gregory, Mark S. Gustavson, 
George P Hanley PE. , Ferdy, Hediger, Jules Heumann, 
Gerron Hite, H. C. Hopkins, Vic Johnson, Clive T Jones, Elliott 
Kahn, D.J. Kava, Edwin Krampitz, Thomas Krill, Macdonald 
Leach, Dean Lehrke, Darwyn Lumley, Loren Lundberg, David 
0. Lyon, David Manson, J. Marshall, an Martin, Keith 
Marvin, Curt McConnell, Rob & Sharon McLellan, igel 
Mills, Bob Montgomery, Kevin P Murphy, G. Marshall au/, 
Jan P Nor bye, John Perala, Jack Perkis, Duane A. Perrin, Jim 
Pinkerton, Val V. Quandt, Peter Richley, Fred Roe, Andy 
Saunders, Yann Saunders, Erwin L. Schaub, David Shank, 
Richard P Sills, E.A. Singer, Ron Skala, George Spruce, 
Richard Stout, Ales J. Szecsody, Dr. Jan Tulis, J.H. Valentine, 
Taylor Vinson, Mike Worthington-Williams, Pete Whittier, 
Anthony J. Yanik, and Bob Youngberg. Although this list looks 
long, it represents only eighty-one of the Society 's 
approximately 900 people who were members of SAH during 
1996. Everyone is invited and encouraged to contribute. The 
more the merrier. Let's go for two years in a row. 

OPINIONS ON EUROPEAN 
MEETING SOUGHT 

Laurent Friry coordinator of our annual European 
meeting, is planning another event for next February, and 
would like to know members' opinions of the past two events. 
The European meeting has been held in conjunction with the 
Retromobile show in Paris ; Retromobile takes place in 
February and the dinner has been planned for Thursday, 
February 5, 1998. 

Laurent would like to know how members feel about the 
prices, facilities, and serv ice at the Automobile Club de 
France, location of the past meetings. Is the price of the dinner 
satisfactory? The cost has been around 500FF (about $US 
82.50 ; this is at the lower end of the ACF scale). Would 
members prefer a sit-down dinner, a buffet, or perhaps just a 

7 

September-October 1997 

cocktail event? Past events have been simply a meeting of 
members and friends. Would members like to have some sort 
of program as part of the event, or perhaps a sympos ium? The 
previous meetings have been on a Thursday evening, on the 
eve of the Retromobile opening. Would anyone prefer to meet 
on the Friday or Saturday instead? The ACF serves dinner no 
later than 8:00 PM, in order to clear up by 11 :00. Previous 
events have started at 7:30; would anyone prefer an earlier 
time? 

Laurent would like to hear from all who have attended the 
Paris meeting, and from those who have not attended but are 
interested in doing so. Contact him at: 

2 rue de Ia Gueriniere 
F-91390 Morsang sur Orge 

France 
Telephone (33) I 69 51 12 05 

Fax (33) 1 64 47 53 67 
Email: metlfy@met.fr 

BEAULIEU, BOURNEMOUTH 
SCHEDULE SECOND HISTORY 

SYMPOSIUM 

Britain's National Motor Museum and Bournemouth 
University have announced their second conference on the 
hjstory of motoring. The conference will take place at the 
Museum, Beaulieu, Hampshire, UK on Saturday, October 11th, 
1997. Twin themes of this year's conference are "The Motor 
Vehicle and Leisure" and "Motor Vehicle Design and 
Manufacturing." 

At least seven papers will be presented. Topics announced 
at press time include: 

Vehicle Repair as a Male Leisure-time Activity 
Living with Death on the Roads 

The Motor Car and the Tourist Experience 
The Impact of Pressed Steel on the Appearance of Cars 

Pneumatic Tyres 1900-1925 
Why Did the Early Electric Fail? 
The Birth of British Streamlining 

Cost of the conference will be £25, which includes lunch, 
coffee, tea, and entrance to the Museum exhibits. Reservations 
should be sent to Katherine Barker at the School of 
Conservation Sciences, Bournemouth University, Poole, BH12 
5BB UK. 

The proceedings of the first motoring history conference, 
held last October, wi ll be published as a vo lume Explorations in 
Motoring History. This work , a 128-page paperbound, 
illustrated volume edited by Professor Bryan Brown, wi ll be 
available at the conference. It will be priced in the range of£ 16-
18, but a pre-publication price of£ 12 is offered to those who 
submit payment now. Shipping will be postpaid in UK, £2.00 
additional for overseas orders. Order from Oxbow Books, Park 
End Place, Oxford OX! I HN UK. 

MasterCard, Visa, Access, Amex, and Switch orders will be 
accepted; be sure to include card number and expiration date. 
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GRIFFITH BORGESON: 
AN APPRECIATION 

There are th ree aspects of Gri ff Borgeson's life that come 
to mind with the news of his death. 

The fi rst concerns him professionall y. He was always 
there. It i hard to believe in this day ofnewstands awash with 
au tomobi le magazines that, once upon a time, there were none 
in the car-crazy USA. Fifty years ago, if you wanted to read 
about cars, you were limited to Tom McCahill 's tests of the 
new ones and Floyd 
Clymer's Scrapbooks on 
the old ones. Then came 

· Motor Trend, the first U.S. 
auto magazine of general 
circu lation, and , with its 
fourth issue of December 
1949, Griff' byline. He 
was sti II at it over 4 7 years 
later with several art icles 
in the SA H Journal for 
July/August 1997 . Griff 
was truly the Dean of 
American automoti ve 
writer , a we lcome and 
needed presence in our 
home for almost half a 
century. 

The second concerns 
hi s relationship to the 
Society. He was one of the 
best friends SA H ever had. 
Griff was an early member 
and, as readers of the 
Journal we ll know, 
contributed generously of 
hi s time and enthusiasm 
fo r the enlightenment of us 
all. After we met for the 
first time at Retromobi le in 
1994, he became the best 
advi sor I had as SAH 
president, and we 
exchanged faxes on a lm ost 
a weekly basis until two 
weeks before he died. He 
wanted SAH to be known in European automotive history 
circ les and wished us to know of them as well. Grateful to 
tho e who had helped him , he believed that there should be 
some way to honor un sung heroes such as the people in the 
stack who help wi th the research ; the result is the new SAH 
Directors Award, which wi ll be an occas ional tribute in line 
with his thinking. He felt that much was left to be done: the 
true hi tory of Hi pano-Suiza had yet to be written ; pan ish 
automobi le hi tory deserved to be translated and promoted ; 
Siegfried Marcus had been unjustly over hadowed by Benz 
(h e wa working to rectify that when he died, collaborating 
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with Ferdy Hediger on a rev iew of a German book which he 
felt would give proper credit to Marcus) . He had his 
prejudices, too; thi most gentle of men would turn fe isty on 
the subject of publishers, particularly his own, and , more 
recently, the Dutch "Car of the Century" competition. 

The third aspect ofGriffthat comes to mind is hi life in 
the wor ld outside of cars. He had a pass ion for things that 
were not automotive, things concerning the li fe of man and 
nature. As a young Ca li fornian, he had explored the dried 
lake beds of Death Valley and thought of becoming a 
naturalist. After 30 years in Provence, he had grown to be 

part of its terroir, a white­
bearded figure known by 
name in th e local market 
though no fi gs there were 
as grand as those that grew 
in fro nt of his farmhou se. 
He li ved in Eden and 
thought the French si lly to 
complain. Time and study 
had made Griff a 
meteorologist of sorts; he 
could judge by the amount 
of dew on the lawn 
whether it would be taken 
by the sun during i:·,.; clay 

and return as rain in the 
evening. His house had a 
ce llar built by the Roman , 
and he belie ed the lo al 
legend that Julius Caesar 
had pitched camp severa l 
hundred yards away. 
Although he knew we ll the 
history of his va lley and its 
religious wars , Griff's true 
interest was in the neolithic 
era of the place. A com­
panion interest was a 
fasc inati on with troglo­
dytes , cave dweller in 
France s South both 
ancient and modern . I 
learned all this last 
Septem-ber when we set 
out on a rai ny day to 
exp lore the rock houses 

(bories) near Gordes, he hielded by E. L. Cord 's own western 
hat. Aside from the occa ional visitor, his ocia lli fe had little 
to do with cars; his wife, Jasmine, is the proprietor of the local 
cinema and he was content in her (their) circle of friends and 
films . What one first noticed on enteri ng his study, in fact , 
wa a movie poster of Denzel Washington. 

In May, just before Bev Kimes' kidney tran plant, he 
prayed " May God's grace rain on" her. I think he meant to 
share what had fallen on him for a lifetime. 

- Taylor Vinson 
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VEHICLES BUILT AT AUSCHWITZ 
by Albert Mroz 

Most people associate the name Auschwitz with the Nazi 
concentration camp of World War II where three million Jews and 
also three million non-Jews were put to death simply for their 
ethnic or national background. But Auschwitz was actually the 
name given by the German government at the time to a town in 
southwestern Poland by the name of Oswiencim (roughly 
translated to mean "blessed" and pronounced osh-vee-yen­
cheem). Before World War II , Oswiencim, population 
approximate ly 25,000, was known for its coal indu try and light 
manufacturing. 

At the beginning of World War ll , the invading German 
· military turned a small section of the town of Oswiencim into a 

concentration camp. Using slave labor, a second death camp was 
built about one kilometer away called Birkenau. Th is is where 
most of the "vernichtungs" (destruction) took place. The two 
camps were called Auschwitz Ein and Auschwitz Zwei in 
German. 

In the town ofOswiencim, the German military built one of 
the largest synthetic gaso line factories in the world under the 
auspices of I. G. Farben lndustrie. Germany did not have large oi l 
reserves. The gaso line refinery, called Leunawerke, used the large 
nearby coal reserves to make so-called "synthetic" gasoline. 

Between World War l and World War II when the Polish 
motor vehicle industry was in a state of free enterprise, a number 
of collaborations took place; one of them between the 
businessmen of Oswiencim and that of the capital of 
Czechoslovakia. Praga, known as Prague in English, was the 
location of a well-established motor vehicle factory which used 
the city's name for its cars and trucks. 

The company began building vehicles in 1907 under the 
name Prazska Tovarna na Automobily in conjunction with the 
Frantisek Ringhoffer company. By the following year, the 
cooperation with Ringhoffer was terminated. The first Pragas 
were built under the Charron and Renault licenses and appeared 
in 1909. Trucks were produced under license from Dykomen, and 
Praga had thirty workers at the time. The first Praga was powered 
by a 1 Ohp 2-cylinder motor. Four-cylinder cars followed. There 
was the I ,OOOcc AI fa, 2,300cc Mignon and 3,800cc Grand. 

Praga 's passenger car production was shut down during 
World War I. The company produced a hydrostatic transmission 
at that time as well as the " " model truck. Also, due to the high 
cost of gaso line, Praga invented distillate fuel that was half the 
cost. Passenger car as well as truck production resumed after 
World War I. The I ,250cc Piccolo appeared in the early 1920s 
along with the early named models. 

By 1928, a contract was put together between Praga and an 
acrricultural factory in Oswiencim called Potega in order to 

0 . 

produce vehicles under the name Oswiencim-Praga. The jornt-
venture was called Zjednoczone Fabryki Maszyn i 
Samochodow (U nited Car and Machine Factory). The 
co llaboration was similar to the licensing agreement with Fiat 
and later with GAZ. General Motors also had an assembly plant 
in Poland during the 1930s, building Buicks and Chevrolets 
under free trade deals that Ford had also set up in Germany, 
England and elsewhere. One might say that during the 1930s, 
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the motor vehicle industry was as international in character as it 
is today. World War II and the Cold War changed ~ II that until 
recently. 

A factory for the purpose of assembling Oswiencim-Praga 
was opened in December of 1929. The joint-venture was 
between Czeckomoravska Kolben-Danek, which owned 55% of 
the stock, and Roger Kaczynski and his partner Artur Potocki 
who owned 45% of the stock. Capitalization was at 2 million 
Zlote representing 4,000 shares at 500 Zlote per share. The 
supervisory board was composed of Artur Potocki, Emi l Kolben, 
Waclaw Kaula, Franciszek Hoffman, Jaros law Ruziczka and 
Boleslaw Rychlewski . 

The idea was to bring in complete Praga chas i from the 
factory in Czechos lovakia, as it was called then, and the bodies 
would be built in Oswiencim. Pressed steel panels were also 
brought in from Praga but all wood, upholstery, hinges, batteries 
and tires and many small components were supplied in 
Oswiencim . In 1930, sixty bodies were built and so ld as Praga­
Oswiencim vehicles, including an 8-cylinder model. Passenger 
cars, trucks and some 12- to 50-seat buses were assembled using 
4-, 6- and &-cylinder engines. Trucks were from 1.5- to 6-ton 
capacity. Tractors and motorcyc les were also offered. 
Advertising of the time depicted then-famous Polish artist 
Wojciech Kossak and singer Jan Kiepura standing in front of 
their newly acquired Oswiencim-Praga motor cars. 

By 1932, Ottomar Kohout joined the ownership in 
Oswiencim and continued as managing director of the small 
factory. Administration was moved to War aw that year. Kohout 
wanted to expand manufacturing of certain metal component in 
the Oswiencim foundry, but politics got in the way. By 1933, new 
custom regulation were introduced severely limiting the 
expansion of the 0 wiencim factory. By the following year, ·a 
total of on ly about 250 vehicles had been built at Oswiencim. 
This was also the year the &-cylinder engines were entirely 
discontinued for passenger cars. 

In 1936, Praga introduced its largest passenger car, the 
4,600cc 6-cylinder Golden. By this time, the body designs 
incorporated a modern streamline appearance. The Golden was 
not assembled in Poland, but the new I ,OOOcc Baby model was, 
according to advertisements of the era. It sold for 6,500 Zlote in 
Poland under the name Oswiencim-Praga. Under this name, the 
Piccolo and Alfa continued to be offered in Poland as late as 
1937. But, according to historian Robert Przybylski, Oswiencim­
Praga was barely operating at this time. A combination of hard 
economic times, competition and tariffs made it impossible to 
continue the small operation in 0 wiencim. 

The Praga factory in Prague was 90% destroyed by allied 
bombing during 1945. A few Praga passenger cars were bui lt 
until 1948 in Czechoslovakia when manufacturing turned 
entirely to trucks and buses. 

As a make, Oswiencim-Praga died out before World War II 
began. It is unknown if any of such vehic les wi th this emblem 
have been left extant. A number of Pragas from Czechoslovak ia, 
where production was in the tens of thousands, have survived. 
Praga continues to build trucks and major truck components in 
Prague. And now 0 wiencim, better known as Au chwitz, is 
remembered for much more horrific reason than for the 
production of a rare and ob cure marque over sixty years ago. 
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CARS AND TRUCKS IN JAPAN 
presented by Brooks Bierley 

In the 1920s, the Bureau of Foreign and Domest ic 
Commerce of the United States Department of Commerce 
recorded foreign automob ile sa les by marque and country 
and published these findin g on a regular basis (sometim es 
yea rl y, sometim es monthly) in a printed fact sheet called 
Special Circular. At the end of the 1920s, these were 
replaced by reports and statistical tables compiled by 
com mercial attaches in various embass ies called "Economic 
and Trade otes." Most appear to have been purged from 
files as th ey were prepared for archival torage (often a 

transmittal lette r rema in s wi th out the data or ig in a ll y 
attached). Together with stati stics by marque , never 
avai lable fo r some countries such as Ita ly and Belgium , 
many questions are permanently unan swered. But there 
remains sufficient data, say from France or Japan, for 
examp le, to understand what was happe ning. Thi s 
information is at the Nat ional Archives in Co ll ege Park , 
Maryland, disbursed in var ious entries in text record group 
151 FC. 

I have included two example of this data. The 1924 
Special Circular of Japan shows what the market looked like 
before Japan manufactured automobiles. Others will follow 
in future issues. I hope this is of interes t. 

DEPA R TME T OF COMMERCE 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 

WASHINGTON 

S PECIAL CIRCULA R 0. 587-AUTOMOT/VE DI VIS IO 

NUMBE R OF PASSENGER CA RS AND TR UCKS IN OPERAT/0 IN JA PA - NO VEMBER 30, 1924 

The fo llow ing figures showing the number of different makes of passenger cars and trucks in operation in Japan on ovember 30, 
1924, were submitted by Acting Commercial Attache Frand Rhen at Tokyo in a letter dated May 27, 1925: (These figures were obtained 
from one of the American oil companies by Consul E. R. Dickover at Kobe and are based on a census taken by dealers. They show 
more accurate ly the number of cars in use than do the officia l registration statistics .) 

Ford . .. . .. .. . 8, 141 Columbia .. ...... 79 B .. A ... . . .... .. 28 Panhard-Leva sor .13 Rugby . . . ........ 8 
Buick . . . ..... I ,938 Paugoot [sic] ..... 66 American ... . . . .. 26 Rolls- Royce ..... . 13 Lexington . .. . .. .. 8 
Hudson .... . ... 904 Trojan .. . .... . .. 57 Cleveland .. . . . . . 26 Sunbeam . . . . .. .. 12 Aga . . .. . · .. .. . ... 8 
Chevro let ..... . . 675 Frankli n ......... 56 King ....... . . .. 23 Crossley .... . ... 12 Interstate . . . ...... 8 
Overland ....... 567 Willys-Knight .... 55 Republic ..... . .. 20 Delage . . .. ... . .. 12 Bugatti .......... 8 
Dodge .... . .... 560 Daimler . .. ... .. . 53 Templar ..... . . .. 22 White .......... 12 Durant ...... . . . . . 7 

tar . . ....... . .439 Chrysler ......... 51 Scripps-Booth . . .. 19 Armstrong- iddeley II Monroe .... ...... 7 
Citroen ....... .415 Wolseley ....... .44 Premier ......... 19 Jewett ..... . .... II Roamer ...... . ... 6 
Chalmers . ... . .. 292 Protos ... ... ... .42 Mercer ... ....... 19 Reo . ........... I I Mack . . . . .. ...... 6 
Fiat . . . . ... . ... 263 ash .......... .41 Allen . .......... 18 Grant ........... II Auburn .. . ....... 6 
Essex . . . . . ..... 262 Moon . . . . . . . . . . .40 Mitchel l ...... . .. 17 Haynes . ... ..... I 0 Saxon ....... . . . . 6 
Chandler . . ..... 2 1 0 Case . ...... . . .. 39 Dav is ... ........ 16 Humber . . . . .. ... 10 tandard . . ....... 6 
Hupmobile . . . . .. 186 Gray . . ... . .. . . . 38 Minerva ... . .. . .. 15 ippon ......... 10 tutz ... . . . . ... . . 6 
Paige . . .. . . .. .. 157 National .... . .... 36 Gardner .. .. ..... 15 Pierce-Arrow . .... I 0 Federa l- Knight . . . . 6 
Cadi ll ac ........ 152 Renault ...... . .. 33 Elgin ...... .. ... 15 Rover .... . ..... 10 Gorham .... . . .. . . 6 
Maxwell .. . . ... 124 Oldsmobile ... ... 32 Berliet .......... 14 Pullman ...... . ... 9 Vim . ..... . ... .. . 6 
Studebaker ...... 115 izaire-Berwick ... 32 Garford ......... 13 Rollin ..... . ..... 9 Bianchi .......... 6 
Packard ........ 115 Au tin .. .. ...... 3 1 Bean . ........ . . 13 Stewart .. .. ...... 9 Calthorpe ......... 6 
Velie .. . .. . ..... 96 Liberty . ..... ... 29 Morris-Oxford .... 13 Salmson ... .. .... 9 Briscoe ... .. .. ... 6 

..... . .. . . 13 Mathis 
5 each of the fo llow ing: Mercedes, Jordan, Regal, Wanderer, 

lsotta-Franchini and G.M.C. 
Moreland, Madison, teams-Knight, Phoeni x, Westcott, 

4 each of the fo llowing: !tala, Ope l, Wichita, Delahaye and 
Clydesda le 

3 each of the following: Dixie-Flyer, Vauxhall , Winton, F .. , 
Hispano-Suiza, Kisse l, Cole, Marathon, Anderson, Lincoln , 

inger, Armstrong-Whitworth, Marmon and Benz 
2 each of the followi ng: Au tr·o-Daimler, Cunningham, D.F. P., 

In ternational , Laurin & Kl ement, Jack on, Locomobile, 
Ansa ldo. Comm erce. De Dion Bouton , Hanover, Lloyd, 
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Yellow Cab, Rambler, Porter and Rochet chneider 
I each of the following: Argy ll , Arroi-Johnston , 

Commonwea lth , Elcar, Kelly- pringfield , apier, Rex, 
Ta lbot, Vermorel , Denby, Hackett, Lozier, Menominee, 
Sigma iddeley-Deasy, Apperson, Belsize, Brockway, 
Duplex, Hotchkiss and Metallurgique, and 

469 of other makes 

Total. ............. l7,783 [cars] 
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IT HAPPENED YEARS AGO ... 
One hundred years ago ... 

October 21, 1897- Louis S. Clarke and William Morgan founded 
the Pittsburgh Motor Vehicle Company, in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Ninety-frve years ago ... 
October 17, 1902 - Cadillac built its first car. 
October 25, 1902 - Barney Oldfield drove Henry Ford's "999" 

racing car to win the Diamond Trophy at Grosse Pointe Track. 
Eighty-{rve years ago ... 

eptember 18, 191 2 - The United States Motor Company fails. 
urviving from the collapse was Maxwell, which would 

eventually form the Chrysler Corporation. 
Seventy-{rve years ago ... 

September 1922- Sir William Lyons founded wallow Sidecars, 
also known as SS, later to become Jaguar. 

October 1922- Ford reduced the price of its models $50. 
Sixty years ago ... 

September II , 1937- The United Parcel Service built its own truck. 
The truck was designed to be built and repaired quickly. 

Forty years ago .. . 
1957 - The I O,OOO,OOOth Plymouth was produced. 

Fi(ieen years ago ... 
October 17, 1982 - The British government closed the Delorean 

plant after 7409 cars were produced. 
Ten years ago ... 

September 1987- Henry Ford II died. 
Five years ago .. . 

September 30, 1992 - BMW broke ground on its first orth 
American assembly plant in partanburg, South Carolina. 

October 25, 1992 - Mazda Motors of Japan announced that it would 
not introduce an upscale luxury division in the United tates 
due to the poor economic conditions. 

FORD THUNDERBIRD, COUGAR, 
PROBE AND AEROSTAR ARE GONE 

After more than 4 million were built, the Ford Thunderbird is 
out of production. The first Thunderbird debuted in 1954 as a two­
seat roadster. ales were slow until the four- eat model arrived three 
years later. In production !Tom 1955 to 1997, the Thunderbird ranks 
as one of the longest-running name in continuous production in 
automotive history. While production stopped on September 4, 
1997, Ford promises to revive the name on a future model. The last 
T-Bird was donated to a 55-57 Thunderbird club in ew Mexico. 

The Mercury Cougar joined the Ford I ineup in 1966 as a 
sibling to the Mustang. The final Cougar rolled off of the same 
Lorain, Ohio assembly line as the final Thunderbird on the 4th of 
September. 

While less historical, two other significant models ended their 
runs with Ford. The Ford Probe marked the introduction of a joint­
venture with Mazda in 1987. The final Probe emerged from the Flat 
Rock, Michigan plant this Spring. 

Ford ' answer to the Caravan. the final Aerostar was built at 
the t. Louis assembly plant, August 23. The 2,029,577th and final 
Aerostar, a white XLT extended-length, was donated to the 
Hazelwood Police Department. 
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MEMBERS ON THE 
MOVE 

SAM FIORANI (#1707) 

While on ly with Commercial Carrier Journal for the 
June, Jul y, August and September issues, the SAH Journal 
edi tor has moved from hi s life-long home of Penn ylvania to 
take up residence in Massachusett . Sam, and his young bride 
Crissy, moved to ew England in late August. 

More than five years with the Ch ilton Company and a 
lifetime of following the automotive industry have prepared 
Sam for his new position with DR I/McG raw-Hill in 
Lexington, Mass. , where the SA H Journal has been introduced 
to rave reviews. 

Sam has promised to continue as editor, but this move has 
changed the mailing address for Journal. Check the rna thead 
on page two for the new destination for all things related to the 
Journal. And please call before faxing. 

HISPA 0-SUIZA IPEGASO, UN SIGLO DE CAM/ONES Y 
AUTOBUSES (3rd Edition, 1995), by Manuel Loge, with the 
collaboration of Christian Manz, 264 pages. libera//y 
illustrated with black and white. and col01~ photographs, 
posters, and drawings. Hardbound. 9 3/1 x 12 1/2 in. Wit;t 
companion volume "A entury of Trucks and Buses, " 
providing English translation, 48 pages. softbound. ISBN 84-
7782-3 70-70. Published by Lunwerg Editores. Available from 
Libromotor, General Moscardo, 8 28020 Madrid. 

To the casual observer, Hispano- ui za is a confu ing 
make, best known for products that were neither Spanish nor 

wiss: its custom-bodied cars made in France between the 
World Wars. But there was more than one branch on th e 
family tree, and it sprouted trucks and buse as we ll. Manuel 
Lage, the Truck Commercial Director for IV CO-Pega o, 

.A. , the uccessor to Hi pano, now tell their tory. 
" Hispano" refers to the marque's country of origin and 

" uiza" to the nationali ty of Marc Birkigt, a young (2 1) 
watchmaker who arri ved in Barce lona in 1899 to aid a 
company struggli ng to produce electric trucks and buse . In 
1904, the com pany reconstituted itse lf as La H ispano- u iza 
Fabrica de Automoviles, .A., to produce an au tomobi le of 
Birkigt 's design . Truck ( 1906) and buses ( 1908) soon 
followed . Labor conflicts made it advisable to move some of 
its production to France. and a branch was estab li shed there in 
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1911 . However, because of exces ive taxes imposed by the 
French after World War I, the branch became independent of 
its parent in 1923, a the "Societe Francaise H ispano-Suiza." 
With 71% of its shares, the Barcelona fitm was the majority 
shareholder of the new French company. 

Production of trucks and buses remained exclusively the 
province of the Spanish, though a modest production of 
automobiles continued until the 1940s and development of 
other models until the 1950s which were never manufactured . 

Meanwhile, in the aftermath of the Spanish Civ il War, the 
government established the lnstituto acional de Industria 
( I I) to set up joint industrial ventures with capital provided 
mo tly by the state. In October 1946. I I acqu ired Hispano 's 

• Barcelona plant and its projects and li censes. That same 
month, the Empresa acional de Autocamiones, .A. 
(E A A) was set up by the state. Its aim was to produce 
vehicles under the Hispano licenses in the old Hispano plants. 
As Hispano had reta ined its name and trademarks, E ASA 
settl ed on Pegaso (the flying horse, Pegasus) as the name for 
its trucks and buses. Its one automotive venture, covering a 
six-year period in the '50s, was not successful , though the 86 
Z- 1 02 and Z- I 03 sports cars were and are noted for their 
design and performance. I I remained the eminence grise (I 
don ' t know the Spanish term for that), and in 1990 pushed 
Pega o into the IV ECO group of companies though the 
company seems to have been prosperous all along. 

The work comes in two vo lumes, one comprising the 
Spanish text and illustrations, and its companion, an 
unillustrated English translation. The main volume is 
handsomely produced, with even the oldest black and white 

The Stutz Club is proud that its book 

THE SPLENDID STUTZ: 
Its Cars, Companies, People, and Races 

has been nom ina ted for the 

1997 Cugnot Award 
as the best automotive history book in the past year 

- "monumental in scope and impact" (Old Cars Weekly) 
- "essent ial to anyone 's automotive library" (Bulb Horn) 
- "highly recommended" (AutoWeek) 
- "one of the mo t thorough, well written books available" 

(CCCA Bulletin) 

Hardbound; 392 pages I 0~ x 8 ~ pages; 
over 500 illustrations. 

To order, send check for $69.95 plus $5 .95 S&H per copy 
to: The Stutz Club, 583 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 0 I 095 

Please end ___ copies of The Splendid Stutz to: 
arne: 

Address: 
City. State, Zip: 
Phone: 
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photographs clear and crisp and the color registers in place. Of 
great interest to me in the Engli sh text was the underlying 
background of the hi story of Spain in the first half of the 20th 
Century and how it affected H ispano of Barce lona, from the 
labor troubles early on, to the militaty governments that led to 
the Civil War in 1936 and its aftermath . Unlike so many 
translations, this one is grammatically and idiomatically perfect. 

IY ECO-Pegaso appears to have sponsored the work, and 
for that all of us must be grateful. It should be noted that Don 
Manuel was the 1996 winner of the pan ish equiva lent of our 
Cugnot Award, the annua l prize pre ented by the national 
automotive history foundation , R.A .C.E. (See Journal # 169). 

I must close by noting that this book was sent to me by Don 
Manuel at the suggestion of Griff Borgeson. Griff thought the 
world knew too little of the automotive history of Spain and he 
wanted SA H to do something about it. Perhaps the review will 
stimulate some interest. Iron ically, I came to my office on a day 
off to write this review and found there a FAX with the new of 
Griff's passing. 

-Tay lor Vinson 

HOLSMA HISTORY 1901 - 1910, by Franklin B. 
Tucker,l994. Hardcover, 78 pages (22 pages of text, 54 pages 
of photographs and drawings). 8 314 x II in, Library of 
Congress Catalog Card umber 93-061183. Limited edition of 
I 00 copies. Privately published Available (rom the aULhor, 
2055 Seven Lakes South. Seven Lakes, NC 27376. $25 plus 
postage. 

In October 1994, Franklin B. Tucker, a long-time mem b r 
of the oc iety (# 119), dropped by the SAH Her hey tent with 
his book on the history of the Holsman high wheel automobile. 
As the price was right and the author willing to autograph it, I 
bought Copy o. 51 of a limited edition of 100. 

The Holsman and its brothers, such a the Sears were the 
"sport utility" vehicles of their day, at least to the extent of 
having higher than average ground clearance to fac ilitate their 
use. The dirt roads at the tum of the century became muddy 
due to rain , and car tended to mire causing the engine to tall. 
Dissatisfied with the performance of hi cars, H. K. Holsman, a 
Chicago architect, decided he could do better and set out to 
prove it. Thus was born the Holsman Automobile Works in 
190 I. Production of the high-wheeler began in 1903 and ended 
in 1910. According to Tucker, who had acce s to family 
records, an estimated 2,440 Holsmans were built. It is to be 
noted that this differs significantly from the 6,348 reported in 
The Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942 (3rd ed.). 
Just how high were the wheels? The 1903 Hoi man u ed 44" 
tires in the front and 48" tire in the rear; these were later 
reduced to 40" and 42" respectively. 

Upon the fa ilu re of his company in 1910 H.K. Hoi man 
turned over his patents to the Independent Harvester Company 
who had agreed to manufacture cars to the Holsman design. He 
continued to practice architecture and died in 1963, shortly 
before hi 97th birthday. 

The book i divided into two ections. The first 22 pages 
tell what little i known of the company, describe its 
advertising, and reprint some financial records, providing an 
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interesting analysis as well . The remainder of the book is 
devoted to photographs of cars, ads, stock cert ificates , and 
patent applications/drawings. 

I think the founders ofSAH must have had people like Mr. 
Tucker in mind when they estab li shed the Society- the 
amateur hi storian who cares enough about a little known make 
to find out everything about it, write it up, and, at hi s own 
expense, put it together between covers to educate us all. 

- Taylor Vinson 

FAMOUS BUT FORGOTTEN: Th e Study of Alexander 
Winton, Automotive Pioneer and Industrialist, by Thomas F 
Saal and Bernard J. Golias, 1997. So(tcove1; 143 pages with 
two pages of pullouts, 152 black and white illustrations, 6 x 9 

- in. ISBN 0-653785-1-9. Published by Golias Publishing, Inc., 
PO Box 392, Twinsburg, Ohio 44087. $29.95. 

This i an in-depth study of one of this country's first cars 
to be marketed, the first 22 being so ld to presumably satisfied 
buyers in 1898. Its authors, Thomas F Saal, until this year 
editor of The Bulb Horn, publication of the Veteran Motor Car 
Club of America, and Winton authority Bernard J. Golias, an 
SAH member as well as a member of four other automobi le 
club , have left virtually no stone unturned in their compilation 
of what Winton was all about in its 27 years of existence. But 
even here, the company survives .. . a a part of General Motors ' 
Diesel Engine Department. Winton was a part of the 
automobile market nearly one hundred years ago when others 
were just building prototypes. The Winton was noted for its 
quality over the years, its production peaking at 2, I 00 cars in 
1916, after which Winton figures gradually diminished, 
dropping from I ,800 to 331 in 1922, the re ult of the sharp 
rece sion of 192 1. Even so, it managed to truggle into 1924 
when, after completing five cars, it left the automobi le industry. 

Famous But Forgotten includes, be ides an introduction, 
dedication, and prologue, 18 chapters which cover its hi story 
fro m every angle- marketing, exploits in racing and hill­
cl imbing as well as tours, and advertising-but it doesn 't end 
there, as nine append ices fill in additional data, so frequently 
missing in other similar studies, among them Winton 's articles 
of incorporation, patents, its first 51 buyer dating from April I 
1898 to June 8, 1899 (its purchasers hailing from 15 states plus 
the Canadian provinces of ew Brunswick and Quebec); 
specifications, race results, machine-shop machinery and 
various addresses of the company over the years. 

What makes the book exceptional in this writer's opinion 
is its accuracy, high level in the quality of its paper- which 
enhances the clarity of the illustrations- and the year-by-year 
specifications, each year including a photo of one of the cars. 
Beyond that, the book is written in such a way that its attraction 
and sty le tell the story simply but thoroughly, thus making it a 
joy to read by anyone not otherwi e inc! ined toward automotive 
history. 

The book is an exception in its field , its story interesting 
and its contribution of existing automotive history great. And 
the price is ri ght. The buyer gets a great deal for little in this 
one. 

September-October 1997 

EARLY MONOBLOC ENGINES 
Regarding Jan Norbye's report on monobloc engines in SAH 

Journal o. 169, I believe that there is a prior example, although 
it was not reproduced. The first veh icle driven on the treets of 
Deo·oit (before Ford's) in 1896 by Charles Brady King was 
powered by a four-cylinder monobloc engine of his own design. 
Fred Roe, 837 Winter Street, Holliston, MA 01746. 

INFORMATION SOUGHT 
FOR ESTONIA 

I am the editor-in-chief of Estonia's lead ing automotive 
monthly, AutoPluss, and al o publish a number of annual 
publications and automotive new letters. I am hoping that ome 

AH members might be able to help our efforts in thi low-income 
country where most of our undertaking are non-profitable. 

We can use an automotive publications, one-off or regular, 
which you might be able to spare. We welcome your contributions 
of articles and/or photos on automotive or non-automotive 

r---------------------, 
\fiiiCII 155dE5 OF TilE 

SAH Journal 
ARE YOd lri1551NG? 

M1551NG ANY 155dE5 OF 

Automotive History Review 
IN YOdR COLLECTION? 

Most back-i ues of the 
Society of Automotive Historians' newsletter, 

including the SAH Newsletter 
and the AH Journal, and the 

Automotive History Review magazine 
are a ai lable for sale. 

For complete availabi li ty contact: 
Fred Roe 

837 Winter 
-Keith Marvin Holliston, MA 01746 
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technical themes for the rather low fee we can offer. We are 
anxious to learn of information about and particularly addresses 
of PR offices or automotive and non-automotive manufacturers, 
associations, unions, museums, sporting venues, and events. We 
would also be grateful for any duplicate copies, leftovers, etc., 
of books, booklets, written press material and illustrations. We 
cannot attend auto shows or sporting events, nor subscribe to 
much-needed publications. 

No nation stepping soon into the 21st Century can do 
without technical information in its native language. We will be 
grateful for any help you can give us in providing it. Margus 
H. Kuuse, P.O. Box 483, Tallinn EE0090 Estonia, telephone 
372 6 325 521 , fax 372 6 313 662. 

MARMON HISTORY CORRECTED 
("Marmon Production Comes to an End") Well, all was 

well until you got to World War 11 and 1963. Here 's the real 
story. 

In 1963, Art Herrington decided to retire and close the 
Indianapolis factory (old Duesenberg factory building) down 
due to a lack of bus and truck sales. He moved the conversion 
business up to Lebanon, Ind. He so ld Mr. Adrian Roop the rights 
to the Marmon name in orth America on ly, all over-the-road 
trucks unfinished on the assemb ly line, too ling, parts, 
engineering, etc. All this was moved to Denton, Texas and 
production resumed in 1964. Out of capital, Mr. Roop sold out 
to Space Corp. and it moved everything to Garland, Texas. 

Marmon-HerTington, Inc. was purchased by the Pritzker 
family in Chicago. The resu lting company became "The 
Marmon Group" with Marn1on-Herrington sti ll in business as 
one of the divisions of the "The Marmon Group." It exists to this 
day, growing every year, based in Louisville, Kentucky. As far 
as dropping the "Herrington" name, that was never ~o ld to Mr. 
Roop and is still alive and well. I own the only existing 
Mam1on-Herrington "over-the-road" truck, # 17 of less than 25 
made. 

We are the historians, we must keep it straight. Don Chew, 
15201 Havana Street, Brighton, Colorado 80601. 
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PORSCHE THE NAZI 
Forget about the grandfatherly image of Ferdinand Porsche 

posing as an engineer and being compelled to work for those bad 
guys. He was one of them. A party member of deep devotion, he 
also became a spy recruiter for Abwehr- the German 
intelligence secret service. He induced an American of German 
heritage, Carl Edmond Heine, working for Ford Motor 
Company as the general manager of Ford Germany, to quit his 
job and train as a spy for Germany. Porsche and Dr. Wirtz, 
manager of the aviation department of Volkswagen Werk, 
convinced Heine by appealing to his "patriotism." Heine was 
commissioned a captain in the Luftwaffe reserves whi le secretly 
keeping his passport and American citizenship. In Detroit he 
became a valuable agent by using his profess ional contacts and 
renewing old friendships he previously made at Chrysler and 
Ford as Foreign Sales Manager. He obtained aeronautical secrets 
by advertising in "Popular Aviation" for developments in 
aeronautics. It worked well enough that in 1940 Adm iral 
Canarsis, Abwehr chief, sent a memo to General Franz Halder, 
the Anny 's chief of staff: "Through his American spies the high 
cost of research and development would be saved through the 
acquisition of detailed blueprints of important devices." 

ew metals, designs of aircraft, fabricat ion techniques, 
bombsights, gunnery systems and other secrets flowed in a 
steady stream to Germany- speeding the almost instant rebirth 
of the new Luftwaffe. 

After the war the French put Porsche in prison. They knew 
exactly what they were doing. He was lucky. Mark Wallach, 25 
New Street, Nyack-On-Hud on, NY 1 0960. 

RESEARCH ISN'T GETTING EASIER 
I first ga ined access to General Motors- and Chevrolet­

archives in 1975. L. Scott Bailey, the founder of Automobile 
Quarterly, asked me to write two Corvette restoration books; 
one was published in 1980, the 2nd in I 988. 

Back in the Seventies, information was easier to obtain. I 
was provided copies of photographs and all sorts of prototype 
and production documentation on I 953 to 1967 Corvettes. 

WANTED: 
AUTOMOBILE 
LITERATURE 

1900-1975 
WALTER MILLER 

6710 Brooklawn Parkway 
Syracuse, Y 13211 U.S.A. 

PHO E: 315-432-8282 
FAX: 3 15-432-8256 

I buy sales brochures. repair & owner 's 
manuals, showroom items, artwork, models & 

toys, poster or any items pertaining to 
automobiles, trucks or motorcycles ... ! travel to 

purchase collections. 
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Here in the ineties, access to the information is quite 
re tricted. This is good from the point of protecting what 
is left. But much is gone, forever I expect. In the 
Seventies, I made a file of photos in GM photographic 
files. Those files are now managed by GM Media 
Archives. 

I am now writing a Corvette hi sto ry seri es , which 
requires different photos than the restoration books . Much 
of the time , my requests are unfilled , for the negative that 
ex isted then have since disappeared. 

The current management at GM Media Archives is 
protecting what ' left, so nothing more is being " lost. " 
However, much information (via photos) is gone . 

Current management restriction require substantia l 
• fees- first , there is a research fee , up to $80.00/ hour. 

Next, a negative pull fee , up to $3.00 per negative. Black 
and white 8xl0 prints a re $ 10 to $ 12 each. Then the 
photos are li censed for a sing le purpose, period . In 
addition , the prints must be returned to the source. 

And GM is not the only photo source with fees and 
usage restrictions. Early Corvettes were influenced by the 
start of T hunderbird production in 1954. With the help of 
the Ford library, I located the photo I wa nted. But they 
have fees and restrictions too , which are quite different 
than GM 's. Chrys ler and individual photographers around 
the country have sim ilar fees andre trictions. 

Of cour e , those folks own the photo or negati e , 
and they have a right to charge the appropriate fees . I just 
wanted SAH members to know some of the obstacles in 
bring in g hi s tory to li ght . 
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Perso nall y I have been fortunate. Chevro let till 
recognizes my writing , and most of the photos are 
provided to me as a courtesy. But a new author could get 
in debt quickly, especially when writing a book with lots 
of photos. No lan Adams, P.O. Box 1134, El Dorado, 
Ca lif. 95623- 1134. 

The Billboard welcome non-commercial adverti sement< fr0m 

members. Ads are free. and should concern items of in terest to 
hi torian : information. book , literature. photographs. illu trati on . 
memorabilia: offered, wanted or to trade. ds for vehicle or parts 
are not accepted. To adverti e regular ale or ervice . contact ad 
manager Sam Fiorani. P.O. Box 432. Bedford. M 01730 for disp lay 
ad rates. 

For Sale: 760+ issues of Automotive lndustrie 1966-1995, 
Automotive Engineering ( A E Journal) 1977-1995, 
Ward's Auto World 1970-1995, Automotive Design & 
Development 1979-1980, and Chilton's Truck & Off­
Highway 1978-1981. $150 for the whole lot, FOB 
Man field , Ohio. George vede, 543 W. Straub Road , 
Mansfie ld , OH 44904. 

The body o(this em; circa 1939, has the lines similar to that o(a Ford or Lincoln. The nose is blank except for a "bottom-(eeder" grille 
with a chrome insert in the cente1: Can anyone identify the car? 

-photograph courtesy of Walter Miller 
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This advertisement from 1948 shows a 2 112 ton Diamond T 614 tractor with an integral sleeper cab. With its 
130 horsepower, 339 cubic-inch "heavy-duty Super-Service engine " this truck could pull 40,000 lbs. gross 
weight "with speed, ease and safety beyond all former standards. " 

- (rom the editor :S· collection 


